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Fabric was my first love.

I grew up surrounded by fabrics and old clothing, collected by 
women, from women, from every corner of the world, stored 
in trunks, that told the stories of other lives. Far flung, and exotic, 
homespun and simple, all of it fascinated me. Every bit of it, 
everything, silent and worn, smelling of mothballs, told its own 
story. It captivated me, until it captured me.

Had I been a planner, which I am not, I would have planned 
to be a fabric designer. Instead, this path has been one that I 
keep returning to, like a trail to a favorite swimming hole, at the 
end of which I have found career and community that remains 
more of a home than a job.

It is very much my hope that in choosing my favorite fabrics 
among a very large and long list, I’ve chosen a few of your 
favorites as well. Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for 
this lovely walk.

With Much Love and Thanks,

21 PRINTS

37024A-2 Lilac Strawberry
42209A-13 Peach Snails
40931A-5 Cream Morning Cats
42209A-3 Indigo Snails
42207A-10 Orange Bouquet
40941A-15 Cream-Orange Sea Horses
39657A-7 Orange Unicorn
42205A-1 Pink Wild Flowers
40933A-9 Coral Butterflies
42210A-14 Twilight Moths
4093A-11 Blush-Pink Underwater Sisters

40944A-3 Blush Mermaids
40930A-7 Yellow Small Roses
40927A-2 Green Climbing Trees
39658A-6 Yellow Princess
and the Pea
43483A-2 Red Apples
39660A-7 Orange Snails
37022A-1 Blue Frog Pond
39657A-4 Blue Unicorn
43484-3 White Frogs
37023A-5 Green Nanny Bee



Briar Rose and Kinder
were both very much inspired 
by my daughter, Beatrix, and the 
balancing act of being a working 
mom to a preschooler.

In a sense, both collections 
marked moments when my work 
became more informed by the 
childhood that I was creating for 
Bee than the one that I had 
experienced myself.

I still work mostly when Bee is in 
school, and sometimes when she 
is asleep. I have depended on 
babysitters and friends too, and 
on a wonderful community. I am 
not always graceful in my efforts 
to balance between work and 
motherhood. In fact, sometimes I 
let all of the spinning plates crash 
to the floor, but I am trying, always 
to be a mother and an artist 
without disappointing myself. I am 
leaning in. Sometimes, I am leaning 
in so far that I am bent over.





This collection was inspired by 
a single day in my life, when I 
was about 7, when my mother 
let me skip ballet class so that I 
could lie behind a big clump of 
tiger lilies and spy on our cat, 
Plumb, while she taught her 
kittens to hunt.

It’s funny to me now that I can’t 
remember who I had dinner 
with three days ago, but I still 
remember everything about 
that afternoon. 

Tiger Lily



Still my most favorite 
whole cloth quilt!



Mendocino was a town 
that I left before I was ready. I 
would give nearly anything for 
another couple of months on 
that coastline.

I was in my very early twenties 
when I lived there, in a tiny cabin 
with a sliver of a view of the 
ocean. I worked as a naturalist, 
and I rode horses on the beach 
everyday, and backpacked 
along the coast, losing track 
of what day it was, going home 
when I was out of food. It 
seems, sometimes, to have 
been a dream.

It’s all still there, of course, Jug 
Handle Beach, The Caspar Inn, 
and the Sinkyone Wilderness. 
It is still the sort of place that is 
very good at making you forget 
the rest of the world. And you 
should go, without delay. 





Sleeping Porch was inspired 
by the crumbly old lake house in 
the Catskill Mountains that I have 
been restoring since 2011. If we 
hadn’t bought it, it would have 
likely been knocked down. Instead, 
it is where we make the most 
boisterous of family memories, 
with cousins and neighbors and 
friends. A favorite feature is the 
sleeping porch, a 2nd floor room 
of screened windows and twin 
beds, where Bee and a rotating 
tribe of girls read, laugh, play, and 
even sometimes, sleep.

This collection also marked a 
career dream, which was to work 
with my dear friend, Denyse 
Schmidt, to create an especially 
quilter-friendly range.

The quilts that were made for this 
line can still be found on the beds, 
and when people ask me if they 
are available for sale, I tell them 
that there are only two ways to get 
a quilt: make one, or find someone 
who knows how to make one and 
make them love you.





quilt by Faith Essenburg 
@faithessenburg
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