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Mother's Day is an opportunity to celebrate the incredible women who have shaped our lives and made 
lasting impacts, not just as mothers but as mentors, friends, and role models. For many quilters, these 
women are often more than just biological mothers—they may be aunts, grandmothers, friends, or even 
fellow quilters who have influenced us with their strength, wisdom, and creativity. Some quilters may 
never have become mothers in the traditional sense, but their influence on our journey is immeasurable.

In this blog post, I want to share a few quilt ideas that honor these non-traditional maternal figures in our 
lives—women who have shown us what it means to be strong, kind, and supportive. I also want to reflect 
on my own experience of how my mom introduced me to quilting and continues to guide me as I navigate 
my journey as a quilt shop owner and creator. These quilts can serve as beautiful tributes to the women 
who have played pivotal roles in our lives, whether as mothers or as powerful women who lifted us up.

A Personal Story of Quilting with My Mom

My quilting journey began with my mom (and my sister), who tried to teach me the fundamentals (who 
listens to their mother?) but instilled in me the passion for fabric, color, and design. She was there when I 
made my first quilt, offering patient guidance and unending encouragement. Even as I grew older and 
started my own business, my mom remained a steadfast supporter—whether it was helping me pick out 
fabrics or offering words of wisdom when faced with challenges. She continues to be my biggest 
cheerleader, and I’m forever grateful for the lessons she’s taught me both in quilting and in life.

However, it’s important to acknowledge that not all of the women who influence us in the quilting world 
are our biological mothers. For many quilters, the quilting community has provided strong, supportive 
women who have nurtured our growth as artists and individuals. These women, whether friends, mentors, 
or fellow quilters, have become honorary mothers, teaching us how to sew with love, to encourage others, 
and to never give up.

Memory Quilts: Honoring All Strong Women in Our Lives

• Quilt from Mom’s Favorite Fabrics 
One meaningful way to honor a mother or mother figure is to create a quilt using fabrics that represent 
her life—whether it’s clothing she wore, special fabrics she loved, or items that remind you of her. For 
example, you can take a piece of a cherished garment, like a scarf or a sweater, and incorporate it into 
the quilt. This can be a beautiful way to keep her memory alive. When I first began quilting, my mom 
helped me choose fabrics that reflected my style and personality. She had an eye for choosing the right 
colors, and those same fabrics now carry memories of her that continue to inspire me.
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• Photo Transfer Quilt 
Whether it’s a photo of your own mother or a beloved mentor, a photo transfer quilt is a lovely way 
to honor someone’s memory. By transferring family photos onto fabric, you can create a quilt that’s 
a visual history of your relationship with the person. For my own mother, I made a quilt with 
images of her through the years, and I’ve also made similar ones for dear friends and mentors. 
These quilts serve as lasting memories of the wisdom and love passed down to us, regardless of 
whether we share a familial bond.

• Signature Quilt 
A signature quilt is a beautiful way to create a lasting tribute from a group of people who admire a 
mother or mother figure. This quilt can be made by gathering signatures and messages from friends 
and family, and each block tells a part of the person’s story. In my quilt shop, I’ve seen these quilts 
bring people together in celebration, especially for women who have touched many lives. These 
non-traditional moms may not have children of their own, but they’ve shared their nurturing 
wisdom with all of us.

• Garden Quilt 
A garden quilt can be a perfect tribute to any woman who loves nature and nurturing. Each flower 
can represent a different quality of the person, whether it’s her strength, her creativity, or her 
compassion. For many of us quilters, the women who’ve supported and guided us may have been 
teachers, friends, or other quilters who never had children of their own, but they still helped us 
grow. I made a garden quilt as a tribute to all the women who have nurtured me along the way, 
using flowers to symbolize each of the qualities they’ve shared with me.

A Final Tribute to All Strong Women

While Mother's Day is often about honoring biological mothers, it's also a time to acknowledge all the 
women who have played nurturing and guiding roles in our lives. These women—whether they’re 
mothers, mentors, or friends—have influenced us in profound ways and shaped the people we’ve 
become. Memory quilts are a beautiful way to capture and honor their impact, weaving together the 
stories and memories that make them unforgettable.

For me, quilting has always been about more than just fabric and technique. It’s about love, support, 
and the connections we share. This Mother’s Day, as I reflect on 
the incredible women who have shaped my journey, I’ll be 
honoring my mom with a quilt that speaks to the love, 
encouragement, and wisdom she continues to offer me. And I’ll 
also be honoring all the non-traditional mothers—those strong 
women in the quilting community who have touched my heart 
and inspired me to keep moving forward.

Happy Mother’s Day to all the women who have made a 
difference in our lives. Your love and strength are stitched into 
everything we do.


