
 
 
 

 
 
Bag or Bagless? 
 
 Over the last 50+ years, I have seen vacuum cleaners come and go. Uprights to canisters, 
round ones and square ones, plain ones to fancy ones, from indoor to outdoor, hard to push to 
self-propelled, even one that had $800.00 a gallon color changing paint! Now the big question 
is bag or bagless! My goodness, we humans sure bore, easily don’t we? Anyway, I have been 
told by many people that they just love their bagless vacuum or they wouldn’t have anything 
but a bag type vacuum. So, the question of the day is…… which one should you buy? 
 
The number one selling vacuum cleaner on the market is a bagless vacuum…. BUT hold on 
just a moment! It isn’t because it sucks better than anything else. It isn’t because it is rated by 
… well you know those know-it-all research people. And it isn’t because it doesn’t use bags. 
No, it is because of a little thing or should I say BIG thing called “Marketing”! You see, when 
you see a man in a lab coat that looks like a research scientist and these cone shaped thing-a-
ma-jigs that have dirt swirling around and the “scientist” writing equations on a chalk board and 
this ball rolling around then this has got to be “the one, right? 
         
Well, the vacuum industry laughs all the way to the bank because you have just bought into 
the idea that you don’t EVER need to buy bags again for that stupid vacuum cleaner. But the 
truth really is that instead of buying approximately 3-4 packages of bags a year you now have 
to buy filters twice a year. And if you’re thinking filters must be cheaper than bags, right? 
NOPE!  Let’s say you bought 4 packs of bags @ $6.99 each, that’s $20.00 and the filters 
range anywhere from $19.99 to 35.99 each @ 2 times a year. Are you seeing the dirt? Oh 
yeah, that’s the other reason people like the bagless as opposed to the bag type vacuum 
cleaner is they can see the dirt and think they are really picking up a lot more because they 
can’t see what’s in the bag.  
         
So, which one is the best one to buy? Well that will have to be your own decision, but I prefer a 
bagged vacuum over a bagless one any day of the week. That’s my story and I’m sticking to it. 
Until next time, keep cleaning until the perfect vacuum cleaner arrives! 
 
 
Thanks for reading!  
Al 
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