
 
 
 

 
 
What About Sewing Machine Needles? 
 
I was asked recently by a customer, what needles she should buy for her sewing machine and 
when should they be changed. Over the last 48 years I have repaired thousands of sewing 
machines and have seen a lot of people with many different ideas on needles. But I have 
found that no matter what someone says, it’s the person with sitting at the machine that I listen 
to, because the saying,” The proof is in the pudding”, has been time tested. 
 
I have found that although manufacturers may tell you to change the needle after making three 
garments, you are the one to be the judge of that. Now don’t get me wrong, I believe in being 
smart, but I also am a penny pincher, if you will. There are a lot of factors that go into choosing 
the correct needle, the manufacturer, the size for the job and the price to name a few. Of 
course, I first look at the fabric and decide which size to use. The finer the fabric the smaller 
the needle size and the heavier the fabric the larger the needle, and then there is the quality of 
the needle. 
         
It has been my experience that Schmetz or Organ needles are the best needles to buy. 
Schmetz needles are made in Germany and are excellent quality needles, think BMW or 
Mercedes, but I still recommend Organ needles. They are made in Japan and are of equal 
quality and the best part is that I can get twice as many for the same price as others! Like I 
said, I pinch pennies. There are a few things you always need to remember though. If you hit a 
pin while sewing, or you hear a klunck sound, that means the tip of the needle is flat and not 
sharp anymore and you should definitely change the needle. I like the opportunity to buy twice 
as many needles for the same price then I can change them as needed without worrying about 
wasting money. 
         
If you buy a Mercedes or BMW, you wouldn’t or shouldn’t worry about spending too much 
money on it. In so saying, if you spend thousands or hundreds on a good sewing machine you 
shouldn’t worry about having to change a needle because of the cost. A bent or dull needle 
can cause it to break and that can lead to having your sewing machine knocked out of timing 
and you think a needle costs a lot! Well, you get the “POINT” …. Anyway, that’s my story and I 
can tell it anyway I want to. Until next time, Sew What and Happy Sewing! 
 
 
Thanks for reading!  
Al 
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