
 
 
 

 
 
Cheaper on the Internet? 
 
Things have certainly changed since I began this sewing machine and vacuum cleaner 
journey. I remember when I was MUCH younger and was approached by a close friend, whose 
father was in the stock market, and was told of a Japanese company coming to America to sell 
cars named after a dog! Dachshund, or so I thought it was spelled. O.K. let me get this 
straight; some foreigners that we went to war with are coming here to sell us a car….” Yeah”, 
he said and buy ALL the stock you can. SURE THING! What an idiot, right? Yeah, me idiot you 
smart! Boy did I miss that one. 
 
And now we have China and every other country owning America but us! I have people come 
in my business and say things like, “Why has the quilt fabric lady gone out of business or 
where did so and so move to”? Only to find out that they have gone out of business because 
people buy online. I have those that buy a sewing machine online and have problems with it 
and come in and want me to show them how to use it! I have those that get caught up 
watching someone suck up a bowling ball and can’t get it to work and come in needing help, 
only to realize that they don’t make parts for them because they just want you to buy another 
new one! 
 
I say this all the time, but we all need to understand the difference between Price and Cost. 
They are not one & the same! The price is what it sells for and the cost is what it will cost you 
to keep it. I know people that save a few hundred dollars buying a sewing machine online, and 
then spend several hundred dollars getting it fixed, or they can’t figure out how to use it. Did 
you know that every sewing machine you buy at Sharkys comes with free lessons, so you can 
use it fully AND free yearly maintenance? This is what buying from us saves you! 
 
I don’t know about you but there is something to be said about service. If you are sewing on 
your sewing machine, in the middle of making something beautiful, then you know how 
wonderful it feels to walk (or run) to a friendly place that helps you and is reasonable to boot, to 
get that piece of fabric or advice, or service. Places on the internet come and go but supporting 
a local independent business and knowing that they there for you and you are there for them, 
that is something to feel good about. Helping our fellow Americans to feed their families and 
keep the fabric of America in America and NOT support some huge corporation or fly by night 
website. Meanwhile you are out there trying to find some “just barely hanging on business” to 
fix your GREAT bargain! Anyway, it’s my story and I can tell it anyway I want to. Until next 
week, buy local and help keep America America!!! 
 
 
Thanks for reading!  
Al 

Sharkys Vac-n-Sew 
700 N. Main St, Wildwood FL 

 352-330-BITE (2483) 

Monday-Friday 9 to 5 & Saturday 9 to 2 


