
Wrap Around Binding 
 
If you don’t like binding, here is a simple and easy alternative.  There are some advantages and disadvantages to this meth-
od (but aren’t there to all methods?) 
 
Disadvantages 

You must use the same fabric for the backing as you want for the binding.  In some cases, this may mean purchas-
ing a more expensive fabric for a backing when it won’t be seen as much.  
If the quilt is being judged, some judges frown on this as it isn’t a traditional binding. 
Borders may have more of a tendency to flute (ripple) especially if the piece has a lot of quilting. 
The edge doesn’t have the thickness of a traditional binding which may be important especially for quilts that will 
be used where the edges have more wear. 

Advantages 
Don’t have to cut separate binding 
You only have to sew around the quilt once, not twice as with traditional binding. 

 
Fabric - Your backing fabric and batting should be at least 4" larger than your quilt top.  For example, if your wall hanging 
measures 30" by 30", your backing should be at least 34" x 34".  This give you 2" of play on all sides.  If fabric is not an 
issue, you can even leave a little more on each side.  Layer your project as you would normally.  Backing, batting & then 
the top.  Pin or baste with a tacking gun and quilt.  If possible, stop quilting a little less that half and inch from the raw edge 
of the top. Once quilted, it is time to square up the project and begin the binding process.   
 
1. Using a quilters square, try to square up your top as best possible.  DON’T CUT AT THIS TIME!!  Use a marking pen 

for this first run.  If the centers of the edges have pulled in you might be able to leave a little of the batting show from 
behind the quilt top IF... the design of the quilt block will lend itself to this type of fudging, AND there is no more than 
3/8" of the batting hanging out (Figure A).  If too much batting needs to hang out, you may have to fudge at the corners 
(Figure B). 

2. Once you have marked your “square” quilt top, place a small cutting mat (6" x 14") between the batting and the backing 
fabric.  Using a rotary cutter, cut the top and/or batting along the line you marked earlier.  BE 
SURE THE MAT IS UNDER YOUR CUTTER or you will cut your backing fabric.  You can also 
mark the fabric with a chalk like and trim carefully with scissors if necessary. 

3. Discard the trimmings and then using a rotary ruler, trim the backing fabric 1" from the edge of 
the top/batting layer.  You may wish to cut a larger binding, but I would not recommend going 
smaller. 

4. To begin the binding process, start in the middle of a side, not close to a corner.  Fold the raw edge 
of the backing in to meet the raw edge of the top/batting.  Fold in again so that the 
folded edge overlays the quilt top.  You can start stitching and fold as you go. Stop 
about 4”-5” from the corner. 

5. You will work on the bottom edge.  Fold the raw edge in to meet the batting/top layer.  
Finger press the fold. Reduce some of the bulk that will be in the corner by clipping in 
1” from the edge along the fold. 

6. Fold the bottom up again so that the folded edge overlays the 
quilt.  Pin this in place  At this point you should only have 
two thickness’ of fabric extending from the corner.   

7. Fold the point up so that the folded edge extending from the 
corner now lays next to the raw edge of the top/batting on the 
side.  Finger press.  This should form a 45 degree angle that 
extends from corner. 

8. Fold the raw edge in to meet the top.   
9. Fold again and pin.  You should have a 45 degree miter.  If 

not, you can play with the angle of the fold created in step 7 
until your miter is perfect!   

10. Start stitching again As you fold the edge over at the corner, 
Stitch down, turn the corner and repeat for the sides and other 
corners.   
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