
Myrna Bag by Sallie Tomato 
Restyled to be a bit bigger and easier to make

Would you love a medium (11”X11.5”) bag to carry when the smallest one is too small 
but don’t want your 20 pound purse? There are 2 exterior zipper pockets and 1 slip 
pocket on the back. Have you heard about cork fabric? Cork makes wonderful handbags, 
wallets and many other things. It is a natural, sustainable, vegan, eco friendly product 
from Portugal. It has been treated with a scotch guard and UV protectants, a great 
substitute for vinyl and leather. Just wipe clean with damp cloth. 

Skill level:

This pattern is a fairly simple one that would be good for those with a basic knowledge of 
sewing, or advanced beginner. 

Must Have:

Myrna pattern
Cork (18X27) Can be all one color or break it up with 2 or 3 different colors. Read  

below or pattern for exact amounts because it varies how you want to place the colors 
Cotton for pockets and lining (1 yard) .  If you want a cotton print for the center front 

piece, you will need to put some fusible fleece on it to make it thicker like the cork. 
You could also use a cotton for the outside back pocket.

SF101 (or equivalent) 2/3 yard of 20” wide for pockets and lining,  
Zipper (3) 14” #5, recommend nylon zippers by the yard, so one yard is needed with 

pulls. Color to coordinate the cork.
Hardware: Calls for ¾” but you should use 1” instead so it works with the webbing:
     2 D Rings, 2 Swivel Hooks, 1 Slider Buckle
Snap closure (1/2”) is optional. Magnetic, can be invisible or with prongs (prongs are 
easiest. 
Webbing (1”) for the strap, 60”, then you will need to use 1” hardware. If you want to 

make a cork strap, that would be ¾” hardware. Instructor will be showing webbing. 
Polyester thread to coordinate, cotton will not hold up with cork.
Zipper foot 
Edge foot or stitch in the ditch foot or Bernina #10 (works well for topstitching but can 

be done without it)
Needles, regular needles will work but if you have Microtex that would be better.
Rotary cutter and scissors. 
Sewing Machine

Helpful but not necessary:

Wonder clips, 10-12
Straight pins, only about 10
Fray Check if you have it 
Double sided sticky ¼” fuse tape (DST) is also very helpful but can be done without but I 
highly recommend it. Helps with installing zippers because you can’t pin cork.



Air erasable pen or chalk pencil for marking on your fabric and cork

Prior to class preparation:
If at any point your feel unsure or confused, contact the store or instructor

Sub cut your cork into strips. It is always a good idea to label each piece as you cut them 
by clipping a post it or paper with the pieces labeled.  If you use the labels at the end of 
the pattern, the sizes will be different. Recommend that you make a copy of the squares 
first. NO PINS IN THE CORK. These cuts may vary a little from the pattern. But don’t 
worry!!! 

Cuts for cork /Exterior: Check off each piece as you cut it.

___Cut (1) 11.5 X 7 for Front bottom
___Cut (1) 11-1/2” X 12.5” back 
___Cut (1) 11-1/2” X 8” for back slip pocket (to be lined)
___Cut (1) 11-1/2” X 2-3/4 Front top (contrasting or not, can be cotton) 
___Cut (1) 11-1/2” X 2-3/4 Front middle (contrasting or not, can be cotton)
 
___Cut (2) 2”X 2” if using cotton for Main Zipper casing or 2 x 1” if using the cork.

Cuts for cotton/Interior and lining:

___Cut (1) 11-1/2” W X 8” for back slip pocket lining (allowing for ¼ inch seam at the    
top)   Not necessary to inter face this pocket.

___Cut (1) 11-1/2” X 10” for Pocket A
___Cut (1) 11-1/2” X 15” for Pocket B
___Cut (2) 11-1/2” X 12 for Lining front and back

Cut the same for interfacing SF101 or equivalent for all cotton lining and pockets. Best 
for at least the lining but would be good for the pockets as well. Feel free to iron them 
together ahead of time but you can do it in the class as well. Not necessary for the outside 
back slip pocket.

___Cut (1) 11-1/2” X 10” for Pocket A
___Cut (1) 11-1/2” X 15” for Pocket B
___Cut (2) 11-1/2” X 12 for Lining front and back

Expectation:

You will leave the class with a great new bag and the desire to make more cork products. 
We should be able to complete this in one day. If not, there will be homework for you!!! 


