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Be safe out there!

Wear a life jacket!
They really do save lives. It won’t work if you don’t wear it.

Don’t boat under the influence
For your safety, don’t use alcohol or drugs on the water. 

Watch for hazards
On rivers, hazards like dams, fences, snags, rocks, and bridge 
abuttments may be present. Dams and snags in particular can be 
killers. Avoid them!

Plan to get wet!
You may capsize, so dress for the weather. When the water 
and/or weather get cold, warm-when-wet clothing and a wetsuit 
are needed.

Stay legal!

Camping on sandbars is allowed on the Skunk River from the 
northern boundary of Jefferson County (at the SW edge of 
Coppock) to the Mississippi River.  Land upstream of Coppock 
on the Skunk River, and all of Big Cedar Creek is privately 
owned  – these waters are navigable, but you must respect 
private property.

Littering is a crime – pack out everything you bring in. Report 
littering or dumping by calling 888-NOLITTR.

Resources

Water trails and recent listing of canoe/kayak liveries
www.iowadnr.gov/watertrails/

Big Cedar Creek is the Skunk River’s second largest tribu-
tary.  It rises in southeastern Mahaska County and flows for 
76 miles, merging with the Skunk just below Rome.  

This remote stream offers paddlers adventure “far from the 
madding crowd.”  Few homes, highways, and towns interfere 
with the experience of tree-lined banks and limestone 
outcroppings.  Averaging 60 feet wide, this creek is more like 
a small river.  Its watershed is on a scale similar to the North 
Fork Maquoketa River.  Though the river has a lot to offer, 
the water can become muddy due to runoff after heavy rains.

This creek is for the adventurous looking for a challenge.  
While there are no dams on this stretch, steep banks and 
potential creek wide log jams require skills and abilities of  
experienced paddlers.

Upstream of Willow Rd Access

Big Cedar Creek

Big Cedar Creek down-
stream of Vine Ave
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