DES MOINES RIVER

Dolliver State Park to Saylorville

HE DES MOINES RIVERislowa'slargest

inferiorstream, fraversing more than 500
miles acrosslowa fo the MississippiRiver. The
stretch above Dolliver State Parkin Webster
Countyhaslimited access, so this portionwill
beginatDolliver State Park, north of Lehigh.

DOLLIVERSTATEPARK extendsalongthe
westbank andisaconvenient put-inand
stop forcanoeists with ashelterhouse and
publiccamping
groundsalongthe
river. Of particular
interestinthisarea
areBoneyard
Hollowandthe
CopperasBeds.
BoneyardHollowisa
deepravinewithsandstoneledges
rising 50to75feet. Legendsays that
inearly daysIndians drove buffalo, deerand elk
overthese cliffs. The CopperasBedsarefoundin

strongly suggested atthe Boone Waterworks boatramps
stretch between these two dams offersexcellentfishing
opportunities. There are anumberof large pool aregs
the Big Eddy, whichhave good habitatforchannel cagfi
walleye and bass. The dam arecs afford excellentfishing
opportunitiesand are particularly noTedforfIc:theodc

THEBOONE VIADUCT (High Bridge) is billed as the longe
and highest double-trackrailway bridgein the world
anotherareaofinterest, aswellasagoodreference pojs
alongtheriver. Completedin 1901, ifspans alengthofgg
feetandstands 185feetabove theriver. Afewmilesbele
the Highway 30 bridgeis Ledges State Park. While atthe:
Ledges, ashorthike up Pease Creekwillreveallimesto .'
outcroppingsforwhich the parkisfamous. The Ledges ok
has picnicking available close fotheriverandis anotherg
stop-overpoint.

THERIVER BELOW LEDGES isnot quite asscenic asthe
stretches. It containsnumerous "holes" and snags andhas
some of the best fishing waters available overthisstretchg
DesMoines. Poinfs ofreference are the E-57 bridge (Dogw
Ramp) and the Highway 210 and Highway 17 bridgesent
the Saylorville Reservoir. JesterParkislocated atthe norif
ofthereservoirandisaconvenient fake-out point.

asandstone bluff 150 feet high. Thisis anunusual

depp_si’rof variousmineralsubstanceswithmany D E S MOI N E s RIVE R

petified plantsexposed. Legendsaysthat

Indians used the multi-colored copperaspowder Dolliver State Park to Saylorville

forwar paintand that early pioneers colored their
clothingwiththese minerals. Distance from

THEDAMATLEHIGH s easily negotiated with Previous Access  Access Name Location

access pointsabove and below the damsite.
Theriverbelow Lehighmeanderslazily through 0 miles
centrallowa, passing by Brushy Creek. Thisareais | %2 miles

notasscenic asthe upperstretch, but offersgood 35 ]mrﬂf;es

angling atseveralspots. The DeceptionHollow B riiilas

areaisaparticularly good areaforchannel

catfish. 7.2 miles
INSOUTHERN WEBSTER COUNTY, the BooneRiver

joinswith the Des MoinesRiver. Belowthe 3.2 miles

confluence, theriver dramaticallyincreasesinsize i

and offersareas forboating, canoeing andfishing
aswellasareas of scenicandhistoricinterest. The | 4 5 miles

CarlsonRecreational Area, afewmiles 2 mile
downstream, offerscamping, picnickingand 2 miles
restroomfacilitiesneartheriver. 4.4 miles

THEFRASER DAM s the nextobstaclein this

reachoftheriver. Itisdifficult fosee and canoeists 2 mile
should be familiarwith the areabefore floating & ol
thisstretch. Portagingisnecessary atthe 5.4 Fillas
boatramp above andbelow Fraser Damand 2.2 miles
2.7 miles
[N N N & N _§B &N B N N B _§B N B | 58m|les
2.4 miles

7.6 miles

1. Dolliver State Park 1.5 mi W, 1 miN Lehigh

2. Foster Park .5 mi N Lehigh
3. Lehigh Lehi gh
4, Deception Hollow 2mis, 1.5miE Leh|gh
5. Boone Forks Wildlife 2 mi N Stratford
Area [on Boone River) b
6. Boone Forks Wildlife Area 1 mi$S, 3.5miE Smi
Junction Access N Dayton ;
7. Carlson Recreation 1mis, 3.5miE 25mi
Area Access S Dayton
8. Norton's Ford River 1 miE 1.5miN, .25 ml
Access Pilot Mound
. 9. North Frazer Ramp 25mi S, .75 mi W Frazel
10. South Frazer Ramp .25 mi S Frazer
11. Big Eddy Access .75 mi E Frazer 1
12. Waterworks Ramp I miw, 1 miN Boone
(upstream) -
13. Waterworks Ramp 1 mi W, 1 mi N Boone
(downstream) - k
14. River Bend Ramp 1.5 mi W Boone
15. Ledges State Park 5 mi S Boone
16. Dogwood Ramp 3.5 mi W Luther .
17. Sportsmen Ramp 4miw,2mis$ Luther
18. Laurie Ramp 2 mi W Madrid 3
19. Sub--1 Ramp 3.5 mi E Woodward

. Lewis A. Jester Park

1.5miE, 1 miN, .75miEGIa
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