BIG SIOUX RIVER

Larchwood to Sioux City

HERE CAN ONE FLOAT a remote

river—past cactus-coveredrock
and ledges more than a billion years
old, over frontier stagecoach
crossings, sites of massive Sioux
encampments, a pioneer grist mill, mill
dam and mill pond — through waters
once scoured for pearls and gold?
On extreme northwestern lowa's Big
Sioux River, of course.

THE BIG SIOUX RIVER starts ifs
journey southward from northeastern
South Dakota through broad hills and
wide valleys.
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HISTORIANS HAVE RECORDED that early settlers
described the Big Sioux as a clean, clear water
stream. However, like many lowa streams, it has
undergone rapid changes as a result of human
influence. Stream habitat and water quality have
taken the brunt of civilization's blow. However, in
recent years, through the continuing efforts of
concerned citizens and governmental agencies, the
problem of point source pollution has been greatly
reduced. The result — substantially better water
quality. )

A VARIETY OF ANGLING opportunities exist for
the Big Sioux River traveler. Channel caitfish is "king
of the river" with walleye and northern pike
providing some excitement, particularly in the upper
reaches of river that border Sioux and Lyon counties.
A flathead catfish and an occasional sauger may
surprise an angler in the lower sections of river below
Klondike. Smalimouth bass have been stocked in
the Big Sioux to enhance the variety of fishing
opportunities.
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