
NAVAJO WEAVING 

INSTRUCTOR: ILENE NAEGLE 

ONE-WEEK WORKSHOP 

OCTOBER 6TH – OCTOBER 11TH, 2019 

BROWN SHEEP FIBER ARTS SCHOOLHOUSE 
 

CLASS DESCRIPTION:  

We are very excited to offer a weeklong workshop at our 
historic schoolhouse. Ilene Naegle of Ganado, Arizona will 
teach students how to weave a Navajo-style rug from 
start to finish on an upright loom. 
“Yá at’eeh, happy greetings from Navajoland. My name is 

Ilene Naegle. I learned to weave from my late mother, Ella 

Mae Naegle. My mother taught Navajo weaving in 

Sedona with Mary Pendleton, who wrote the book Navajo 

and Hopi Weaving Techniques in the 1970s. Today, I continue to take on her legacy and weave, in entirety, the way rugs 

were woven by our early ancestors. The materials and tools used are the modern version, but the technique is still the 

same. I like to share my knowledge and teach the art of Navajo weaving to individuals who are enthused about working 

with wool. I believe that weaving is a therapeutic practice and a way of discipline and self-control to strengthen the 

mind.” 

 

SESSIONS:  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6TH 9:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. (PLEASE BRING A SACK LUNCH) 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 7TH THROUGH FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11TH 9:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. (LUNCH PROVIDED EACH DAY) 

 

SKILL LEVEL: No previous experience required – just determination with a 

good attitude! Please be prepared for an immersive experience that is 

somewhat physically demanding. 

 

 

MAXIMUM CLASS SIZE: 8 

  

SUPPLIES TO BRING:  

Scissors, measuring tape, notepad and pencil, reading glasses, tote or 

bag to store weaving supplies 

CLASS FEE: $400 

Lunches (five days) are included in the class fee.  Brown Sheep Company 

will provide Top of the Lamb wool yarn – the classic yarn that has been 

used and enjoyed by Navajo weavers for several decades. 

MATERIALS FEE: Weaving tools will be provided by the instructor for a fee 

of $50 to be collected on the first day of class. 



 

INSTRUCTOR BIO: 

Ilene is thrilled to be invited by Brown Sheep Company to teach a 

weaving workshop. She has been teaching Navajo weaving at Diné 

College in Arizona since 2003. In addition to weaving, she likes to 

experiment with other types of fiber arts. Ilene has spent a lifetime 

caring for and raising sheep and has cleaned, washed, carded and spun 

many miles of yarns to a finished woven piece. She continues to be 

inspired in the peace and quietness within her own feelings. She also 

enjoys traveling on adventurous trips near and far. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACCOMODATIONS: 

 

Suggestions for lodging in our area: 

 

Barn Anew Bed & Breakfast 

170549 County Rd L, Mitchell, NE 69357 

 (308) 632-8647 

www.barnanew.com 

 

Holiday Inn Scottsbluff 

1821 Frontage Rd, Scottsbluff, NE 69361 

(308) 632-1000 

 

Monument Inn & Suites 

1130 M St, Gering, NE 69341 

(308) 436-1950 

 

Roubidoux RV Park 

585 Five Rocks Rd, Gering, NE 69341 

(308) 436-2046 

http://www.barnanew.com/

