
KALEIDOSCOPE SCARVES ON A RIGID HEDDLE LOOM 

INSTRUCTORS: BRITTANY WELLS AND VENICE BESKE 

TUESDAYS: 5 SESSIONS 

SEPTEMBER 28, OCTOBER 5, OCTOBER 12, OCTOBER 19, & 

OCTOBER 26 

6:00-8:00 P.M. 

BROWN SHEEP FIBER ARTS SCHOOLHOUSE 
 

 

 

CLASS DESCRIPTION:  

Learn how to weave on a simple, portable loom! This project is perfect for beginners who want to make their first piece 

of weaving – it’s also a wonderful creative opportunity for weavers with some experience who want to play with color 

and texture.  Each student will create their own unique ‘kaleidoscope’ scarf by choosing warp yarns in a variety of colors 

and textures – you can choose a color gradient, stripes, or a completely random assortment of colors. Looms and yarn 

will be provided, although students are welcome to bring their own “stash” yarn – this is a great opportunity to use up 

bits and pieces of leftover yarns (worsted or bulky weight wool). We will learn all the steps to warping the loom, then we 

will learn a simple hem stitch for edging. The weft for this project is a fingering-weight wool in the color of your choice – 

weaving this project is soothing and satisfying.  By the end of this class, students will have gained the skills to plan and 

complete this project on their own, as well as weaving skills that can be transferred to other projects or even more 

complicated looms. 

 

SKILL LEVEL: Beginner 

CLASS FEE: $125 

 

MAXIMUM CLASS SIZE: 5 

Children age 10+ are welcome to enroll in the class if accompanied by an adult 

(also enrolled in the class). 

 

We may be able to accommodate more students if some are able to bring their 

own looms (looms must be a rigid heddle style such as the Cricket or Flip Loom). 

Please feel free to contact the instructors if you’re interested in working with 

your own loom. 

 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 

Each student will be provided a 16” Cricket Loom along with warping tools and 

shuttle (sorry, the loom is not yours to keep – but looms will be available for 

purchase at the end of class). We will additionally provide a variety of Brown 

Sheep yarns (worsted and bulky weights, 100% wool or wool/mohair). Students 

are welcome to bring their own yarns as mentioned above (optional). 

 

 



SUPPLIES TO BRING:  

Small pair of scissors, a pen or pencil, measuring tape 

 

Feel free to email brittany@brownsheep.com with any questions! 

 

 

INSTRUCTOR BIOS: 
 

Brittany Wells spends a lot of time around yarn – literally, 

because she lives right next to the Brown Sheep Company yarn 

mill. Brittany first learned to knit during her freshman year of 

college at the University of Nebraska – she never imagined 

knitting would lead her to lifelong friendships, her husband 

(who she met at the yarn mill), and a livelihood.  Brittany’s 

husband, Andrew, operates the Brown Sheep mill along with his 

parents, Robert and Peggy Wells.  Brown Sheep Company spins, 

dyes, and packages wool and natural fiber yarns in hundreds of 

colors – all right here in Western Nebraska.   

Brittany took her first weaving class about a year in to life at 

Brown Sheep Company, and immediately knew it would be one 

of her favorite pastimes. She has traveled to weaving 

workshops on different techniques and has published several 

weaving patterns and articles in Handwoven magazine.  Brittany 

currently spends most of her time chasing their two-year-old son, Walter, while also working from home managing the 

Brown Sheep website and blog.  Brittany is an avid knitter and reader, a math nerd, and also enjoys running, hiking, and 

biking. 

 

 

Venice Beske has been weaving since the late 1960’s when she was lucky 

enough to take a weaving course at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Shortly after that, she became the caretaker of her Great Grandmother’s 

weaving loom, handbuilt by her Great Grandfather after the family immigrated 

from Norway. The loom has a special place in her home and her heart and has 

held many projects through the years including coverlets, rugs and wall 

hangings. Venice enjoys exploring all different kinds of weaving and weaving 

looms. She is mostly a self-taught weaver but takes advantage of the many 

excellent books on weaving and workshops as they are available such as the 

Navajo weaving class sponsored by the Brown Sheep Schoolhouse a couple of 

years ago. 

Venice grew up in Wisconsin and has lived in Wyoming for almost 40 years. She 

was a librarian at the Wyoming State Library until retiring in 2015. In addition 

to weaving, she enjoys spending time with her family, friends and critters, 

gardening, other fiber arts, learning about local fauna and flora and researching 

family and other history. She tries to weave every day and is inspired by the 

beauty of the country around her.  

 

mailto:brittany@brownsheep.com

