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As the bus followed the narrow country lane, passing farmland and horse farms, Dolores and 
the other ladies on the tour rested in their comfortable seats.  Dolores pulled out a small box of 
chocolate cherries and selected one as her afternoon treat.  The box had contained six sweet 
treats, one for each day of the trip, and now there was only one left which meant only one more 
day in Amish country and she would be heading back home. 
 
The group had explored Amish fabric shops tucked away on country roads, discovered quilts at 
local country stores and enjoyed a simple home cooked meal with an Amish family. One 
afternoon they enjoyed a wonderful opportunity to visit with local Amish and old order Mennonite 
women in an old-fashioned quilting bee.  They learned that in this centuries-old tradition, unique 
bonds were formed as struggles and dreams were revealed along with news of someone’s need 
for a wedding quilt or of who has given birth and who has passed away.  The group of women 
had been invited to sit beside them, to participate or just chat as the lovely ladies continued an 
age-old tradition. 
 
They had a visit with Rachel Pellman, a local designer, who had a great ability to share stories 
about what it was like to grow up with the Amish.  She was a wonderful historian who told funny 
and heartfelt stories of her childhood as she showed her “Country Bride” Quilts.  Dolores had to 
purchase the book, thinking that one day she would make her own collection of the beautiful 
quilts. 
 
As the bus glided on, Dolores gazed out the window and saw farmers in wide-brimmed straw 
hats driving working mule teams, old fashioned buggies carrying Amish women to market, and 
children leaving their one-room schoolhouse. 
 
Tomorrow the group had a private tour by the Lancaster Historical Society to view a collection of 
82 quilts produced by Amish women between the 1870’s to 1940’s.  It was a collection of quilts 
that Dolores had read about in a magazine and was looking forward to seeing.  But this evening, 
her plans were to sit on the hotel balcony after dinner, gaze up at the Amish stars in the 
darkened sky and relive this trip back in time.  She would scroll through photos on her camera, 
pick out quilt designs she would like to one day create and dream of what it must be like to live 
without the conveniences of the modern world. 
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MYSTERY QUILT CLUB 
 

STUDENT HANDOUT 
Designed by Tammy Minnich, Spenwick Cottage Designs 

 
Finished Size:  55” x 70” 



This months’ Mystery Quilt will need only two fabrics.  Select fabrics that coordinate with each 
other but also stand apart from each other.   Select a non-directional medium to small scale 
print for the background and a “reads as solid” for the block fabric. 
 
Have fun selecting the fabrics. 
 
 
Fabric Requirements: 
 
Fabric A 3 ½ yd  Dark Fabric (background) 
Fabric B 1 ¾ yd  Light Fabric (block) 
  4 ½ yd  Backing/Binding (not needed in class) 
 
 
Other Supplies Needed: 
 
Sewing Machine and basic sewing supplies 
Neutral Sewing Thread to coordinate with fabrics 
Iron and Pressing Board 
Rotary Cutter and Cutting Surface 
Ruler (12” square) 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK 

 
Precut fabrics as follows: 
 
Fabric A Cut 7 strips 3” x WOF, sub-cut into 3” squares (96 needed) 
 
  Cut 3 strips 7 ½” x WOF, sub-cut into 7 ½” squares (12 needed) 
 
  Cut 7 strips 5 ½” x WOF, sub-cut into 5 ½” squares (48 needed) 
 
  Cut 7 strips 5 ½” x WOF (for borders) 
 
 
Fabric B Cut 3 strips 7 ½” x WOF, sub-cut into 7 ½” squares (12 needed) 
 
  Cut 2 strips 5 ½” x WOF, sub-cut into 5 ½” squares (12 needed) 
  
 Cut 7 strips 3” x WOF, sub-cut into 3” squares (96 needed) 
 Draw a diagonal line on the back of each square 
 
 
 
 
 
WOF = Width of Fabric – selvedge to selvedge 
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