BOX ELDER COUNTY
December 15,

1994

The Board of Planning Commissioners of Box Elder County, Utah,
met in reqular session in the Commission Chambers of the Box Elder
County Courthouse, 01 South Main Street, in Brigham City, Utah, at

7:00 p.m. on December 15,

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Richard Kimber with
the following members present, constituting a quorum:

Richard Kimber Chairman

Jon Thompson Member

Stan Reese Member

Louis Douglas Member

David Tea Member

Allen Jensen Commissioner, Member

Denton Beecher Ex-Officio Member, Surveyor

Marie Korth Ex-Officio Member,

Recorder/Clerk

Excused:

Deanne Halling Member

ATTENDANCE LIST: (Attachment No. 1)
AGENDA: (Attachment No. 2)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Chairman Kimber presented the Minutes of November 17, 1994, for

approval. Mr. Reese stated on page 4, paragraph 4, it should read
"Mr. Roberts rather than Mr. Reese." Mr. Douglas made a motion to
accept the Minutes of November 17, 1994, as corrected. Mr. Reese

seconded. None opposed. The motion carried.

LANDFILLS:
Letter of Protest, Blue Creek Landowners Association:

(Attachment No. 3)

Mr. Robert Allen, representing the Blue Creek Landowners
Association, met with the Planning Commission to discuss the
attached letter which had previously been sent to all members of
the Commission and asked that the letter be made a part of the
Minutes. Mr. Allen stated, as a group, the Association has
generated twenty pages of signatures supporting their opposition to
the proposed landfill. These signatures will be provided for the
January meeting. He asked if the Davis County group would be
present to discuss their request for a conditional use permit. Mr.
Beecher replied a letter had been received from Mr. LeGrand W.
Bitter, Director of the District, (attached) asking that the item
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be removed from the December 15 Agenda and placed on the January
19, 1995, Agenda.

Mr. Allen stated all of the landowners adjacent to the Blue
Creek property have been contacted with exception of Mr. Dale
Compton and that all are opposed to the proposed landfill site. Mr.
Roberts reported there are no ill feelings toward Mr. Knud Fridal,
who holds the option on the property. Mr. Fridal told Mr. Allen he
signed the option to relieve pressure on the White's Valley site.

Mr. Allen referred to the summary at the end of the protest
letter, stating he was not sure if the public notices by the
Municipal Waste Siting Task Force were proper and if this fact
might constitute a legal basis for action. Attorneys have been
contacted who said it would take some time to investigate the facts
and obtain a court order to stop the proceedings.

Mr. Allen stated the risks to the underground water are great

because of possible leakage and/or seismic activity. Information
indicates the area is as active in seismic activity as any area in
the state. He said after the last large earthquake the Blue
Springs substantially increased in flow. The Blue Springs are
1-1/2 miles south of the east side of the property and are the main
source of irrigation water in the Howell Valley. Mr. Allen

discussed the water supply in detail and emphasized its
importance.

After briefly discussing each point on the summary page, Mr.
Allen stated he would like to put the greatest emphasis on the fact

that there are much better alternatives for a landfill site. He
said the end of the Promontory point would be ideal as it is the
location of an old bentonite mine. Mr. Allen stated bentonite is

an absorptive clay material which could act as a sealing agent,
thus helping to prevent leakage. He suggested bringing the garbage
in by rail eliminating garbage truck traffic on county roads.

Chairman Kimber said after the State Legislature appoints a
committee to find alternative sites, it is the responsibility of
the Planning Commission to look at the legality and the individual
property rights of the citizens, and then make a recommendation to
the County Commission. The County Commission is the decision

making body.

Mr. Reese stated he could not understand why four people from
Davis County were appointed to come to Box Elder County to help
decide on a landfill site. Mr. Beecher stated that is how the law
was written. A committee was made up of a Representative and a
Senator, an elected official, individuals responsible for
landfills, and a certain number of citizens at large from each
affected county. The affected counties are Davis and Box Elder.
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Commissioner Jensen stated he would like to leave the members
of the Planning Commission with his thoughts. He said about three
and a half years ago a search was begun for a landfill. Waste
Management approached the county with a site in the Pocatello
Valley. It was found in that area there were ten active wells
within a mile of the proposed site. Another organization proposed
the White's Valley site, and public pressure voted it down.
Commissioner Jensen stated it was proposed to take the waste to the
Davis burn plant, and said he felt it was a viable option. He also
said he felt the White's Valley area was better than Blue Creek.
Commissioner Jensen stated he could not vote for the Blue Creek

site.

With reference to the area on the Promontory Point and using
the railroad system, Commissioner Jensen stated there is always the
possibility of a strike and the pileup of garbage. Therefore,
there would have to be an alternate route by truck. He said he
felt the Hogups was the most preferred site for a landfill.

Mr. Thompson made a motion to enter the Blue Creek Landowners
concerns and letter into the Minutes. Mr. Tea seconded. None
opposed. The motion carried.

Landfill Concerns:

Pictures and Information: (Attachment No. 4)

Mr. Carl Roberts stated he was representing himself and not any
organization so as not to be in conflict with Thiokol. He said he
had attended one of the public meetings in Howell in which Mr.
LeGrand Bitter was there along with an engineer who designs
landfills. Mr. Roberts said he asked how a landfill could be put
there so as not to be inconsistent with the watershed. The
engineer could not answer the question, but did say large berms
would have to be built to prevent water runoff. Mr. Roberts stated
he was told yard waste would be brought in to build up the berms,
and then grass would be planted. Mr. Roberts said this would
create a serious weed problem. He said there is already a big
problem with the Dyers Woad, and more contamination is not needed.

Mr. Roberts expressed a great concern about the watershed. He
said millions of dollars were spent to build the watershed in the
1960's, and it has done a lot to alleviate flooding problems and
also aid in the conservation of water. Mr. Roberts presented an
earthquake map illustrating activity between 1850-1991 in the
proposed landfill area. He said White's Valley and Blue Creek are
the most highly concentrated areas for earthquakes in the state.

Mr. Roberts presented some pictures and information of
earthquake and flooding damage. He said the area under the surface
of the earth is changing. Mr. Roberts presented some pictures and
described flood and storm damage. He stated this is a real risky
area, and there must be a better solution.
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Commissioner Elect Royal Norman asked why Thiokol is not
opposing the site. Mr. Roberts stated he could not speak for
Thiokol, only as an individual. Thiokol is using the road, saying
they do not want trucks endangering their employees or their

products.

Commissioner Jensen made a motion to include the information
presented by Mr. Robert with the Minutes. Mr. Tea seconded. None
opposed. The motion carried.

Letter from Davis County Solid Waste Management and Energy
Recovery Special Service District: (Attachment No. 5)

Chairman Kimber referred to the letter from the Davis County
Group and requested it be made a part of the Minutes. Mr. Thompson
made a motion to include the letter from the Davis County Solid
Waste Management and Energy Recovery Special Service District dated
December 9, 1994, in the Minutes. Mr. Tea seconded. None

opposed. The motion carried.

MINOR SUBDIVISIONS:

Amended Barfuss Ranchettes:

Mr. Beecher presented an amendment to the Barfuss Minor
Subdivision at 10,000 North immediately east of the LeGrand Johnson
batch plant in the Tremonton area and pointed it out on a map. The
subdivision was created and approved in 1984. The owner of Lot
Number Three would now like to divide it into two parcels. A
lengthy discussion was held concerning the configuration of the
lots, roadways, and the railroad crossing. Mr. Thompson made a
motion to change the configuration of the 1lots and after the
necessary signatures are obtained, that the Chairman be authorized
to sign the Amended Barfuss Ranchettes Subdivision Plat. Mr.
Douglas seconded. None opposed. The motion carried.

Commissioner Jensen made a motion to adjourn at 8:25 p.m.. Mr,
Tea seconded. None opposed. The motion carried.
igTh
Passed and adopted in regular session this ;q day
of —Jonu o , 1995.
/

g B

quLgrd D. Kimker, Chairman

ATTEST:

N e O

LulAnn Adams [
Recorder/Clerk
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BOX ELDER COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
COUNTY COMMISSION CHAMBERS
BOX ELDER COUNTY COURTHOUSE
BRIGHAM CITY, UTAH
December 15, 1994

Public Agenda for the Box Elder County Planning Commission
meeting scheduled for December 15, 1994.

Notice given to the newspaper this 14th day of December, 1994.

Approval of Minutes of November 17, 1994.

Scheduled Delegations:

A, Protest siting of landfill in Blue Creek
Robert Allen, Blue Creek Land Owners Association

B. Discuss landfill
Carl Roberts

C. Minor Subdivisions

D.

E.

0ld Business
A.
B.

cC.
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BLUE CREEK
LANDOWNER'S ASSOCIATION

To:  The Box Elder County Commission

The Box Elder County Planning Commission

All other Concerned Citizens
From:The Blue Creek Landowners Association

Landowners and Livestock Producers located within the Box Elder County Special

Service District #1; Blue -.Creek Howell watershed; and the Bear River Water

Conservation District

Our Fellow Citizens,

We are writing you this letter to protest the issuance of a conditional use permit #50 to
the Davis County Solid Waste Management and Energy Recovery Special Service District and
the location of a Davis County landfill in any or all of Sec. 18 RSW Township 13N, or Sec. 13,
14 and 400 Acres in Sec. 22 R6W Township 13 N. (The North Blue Creek Site)

We have several items of importance - Please read them all.

(1) . The exposure to public comment meetings regarding the proposed landfill were not
extensive enough to properly notify landowners and taxpayers living in Box Elder and other
counties of The State of Utah.

The legal descriptions of the proposed site were inconsistent, misleading, incorrect and
illegal to change after public comment meeting. - See Exhibit 1,2,3, and 4.

2) The Bear River Water Conservation District has withdrawn support for the site. Seismic
Activity in the Blue Creek area is one of the highest in the state. The west side of the north
Promontory Mountains that border the Blue Creek area is a visible fault scar from past ages.

The effect of earth slippage to the ground water could make a landfill extremely hazardous. - See

Exhibit 5, 6, and 7.
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3) The people of Howell Valley signed a petition against the Blue Creek site. Copies of the
petition were delivered by the Mayor to the site selection committee, and also to Davis County.
There has been some softening of their complete rejection of this site because Davis County has
made some guarantees to the Town of Howell. We think those guarantees are really an effort
to ;oﬁen the resistance, and are not enforceable. For instance, if the water in the Howell
culinary system was affected, how would Davis County replace the well that took many years
to find with acceptable water. Those doing the negotiating will not be around when the problems
come. The Mayor believes that if there was a choice given to the people of Howell between
Blue Creek and Snowville, 100% would vote for Snowville, and they want the landfill. "If the
Davis County incinerator ash is ever allowed in the landfill it will become a toxic landfill - not
a non-toxic fill as they guarantee.” (quote from a developer of ECDC)
(4)  We believe that land values would be adversely affected. Eventually all land changes
hands and must be sold. With a 2300 acre land fill (garbage dump) in the middle of Blue Creek,
who would be willing to pay fair value and put up with all of the problems the dump would
create. such as the heavy and dangerous truck traffic. The same roads, off the freeway would
be used by the garbage trucks that farmers must use to move equipment from one field to
another. Large farm equipment confronting 40 ton garbage trucks would be hazardous to both
equipment, trucks, and operators. The state has bought and built a livestock frontage road from
Tremonton thru Blue Creek so that the tradition of trail driving of livestock could be retained.
These garbage trucks would not mix well with such a tradition.

What prospective land owner would choose to buy land where all of these problems are

present? Will Davis County guarantee that our land values would not be affected?



(5)  We as Dry-farmers have spent our lifetime trying to keep noxious and pest weeds out of
Blue Creek. Hand rouging our fields for wild rye, and our hillsides and mountains for dyers
wode, and a constant battle with field bindweed and goat grass. Yard waste would be coming
in from hundreds of miles around to make the weed problems near impossible. Frequent whirl
winds and micro burst winds associated with summer thunderheads cause blasts of wind that
would carry yard waste and weed seeds miles away from the dumpsite. This land fill could very
well be the straw that would break the back of farming in this valley. It may well have to be

turned entirely to a grass valley which would have profound effects on all of the farm supply

businesses, as well as land values. There is n i f 1l 1
be forever changed. Once this landfill door is opened this 2300 acres would be one of the

largest area landfills in the state. It may be a few years before full volume flow would be
realized, but with the closure of many unapproved landfills, the volume would increase and could
be hundreds of loads per day. We would need to change the name to "Trash Valley.” Some
may say these are scare tactics. We have all been to small dump grounds and they seem to be
rathér benign places, but the proposed site with huge mountains of garbage would be a different
matter. This information comes from the press about Davis County only - The incinerator
reduces volume by 90%, yet there is 70 tons of ash per day. That would be 700 tons of garbage
per day, or 17 - forty ton loads if the incinerator was shut down.

(6)  Utah makes a great effort to promote tourism in our state. We have much to offer
tourists who choose to come here. How will it affect our states image to have this huge landfill .
operation right to the side of the major freeway coming in from the Northwest. There is no way
that this operation could be out of full view from 1-84. Our tourist visitors would wonder at the

wisdom of the people of Utah that would allow such an obvious error in the placement of such



a huge disposal site. Can any one of you think of a landfill site anywhere in the country that is
built right beside a major freeway, except right here in our county? It should at least be out of
sight. Is it not good sense to put our best foot forward?
(7)  We will agree that landfills properly placed and operated are necessary to house the
mountains of garbage that we as a people generate. We are a wasteful and throw-away culture.
The experience here in Box Elder County show how devisive and difficult this problem can be.
So that this letter will not be entirely negative, may we say what we think would be the best
solution. Location: The south end of Promontory Point serviced by the railroad, or once it is
on the rails - on the west side of the lake. This site would be close to major population centers
and yet out of the way. When our 100’s of tons of garbage is loaded on the rail cars, it would
be completely out of the way. Think of all the highway accidents such a decision would save.
Every time we pass a huge train with hundreds of containers loaded on, it seems that is the right
way to move large quantities of anything. Our highways are crowded now with heavy truck
traffic. To add a great number of garbage hauling trucks is the wrong thing to do if there is any
reaS(:)nable alternative. Some say the railroad is too expensive, but we strongly feel in the long
run it would be the best choice. We know that the railroad can be hard to work with, but so can
any contract hauler once they have the job. We believe that everything that can go by rail, ought
to go that way. It may cost the people a dollar a month more, but we think it would be worth
it to reduce our risks on the freeways.

In conclusion may we plead with you to use your positions of public trust to do that.
which is in the best interest of most of the people. We know you must make a decision, but
listen to the voice of the people. If you cannot put it in the best place, at least put it where it

1S wanted.



To summarize - we protest the issuing of a permit in Blue Creek because:
1 - The public notice procedures were improper and flawed.
2 {The risks to underground water is too great.

EECHEAEE OF

3 { Leakage of garbage cells and\or seismic activity.
4 - Surrounding land values would be adversely affected.
5 - Traditional land uses would be jeopardized.
6 - A negative effect on tourism. —
7 - Possible harm to farming, and farm related business.

8 - Much better alternatives are available.

9 - Stop further impact on our Interstate Highway System.

10 - We say NO to living next to such an unwanted desecration of our agricultural land.

Attached are exhibits and signature pages of those who support our position on this

important matter.

i ¢ BLUE CREEK
LANDOWNER'S ASSOCIATION

Robert G. Allen
600 East 100 No.
Logan, UT 84321

Ph. 752-5852
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. §—County and is soliciting public input on.the acceptability of these sites. Afact

8 102 S. Tremont St. by the Municipal Waste Siting Task Force T \
2F / Landfill Sites Fact Sheet
August 11th, 1994 at 7:00 p.m. in the Tremonton City Offices

The Municipal Waste Siting Task Force, created by the 1994 Utah Legislature to seek an acceptable alternative
site to Davis County Special Service District's proposed West Hills landfill site, has performed a preliminary
evaluation of five sites in Box Elder County. The Task Force, chaired by Representative Eli Anderson (1st
District), is required to report on the results of its efforts to the Health and Environment legislative interim
committee in December, 1994, Below is a brief description of the potential sites considered by the Task Force.

No detailed, site-specific subsurface information is yet available on these sites. All sites must be evaluated fo)
seismic hazards.

Howell Valley South (T11N,R6 W, Sec. 25, 26)

Located in a side canyon to Blue Creek Valley, west of Thiokol, northeast of Golden Spike National monument. 0.5 miles
of access road construction necessary. Closest site to population centers. Estimated depth to ground water: 150 to 200
feet. Appears to have relatively high quality ground water. Up to 230 feet of unconsolidated deposits, with limestone and
sandstone below.

Hanse! Valley South (Salt Wells Site) (T 11 N, R8 W, Sec. 2,3, 11)

Located near south end of Hansel Valley, just north of Great Salt Lake Spring Bay. 8 miles of access road construction
necessary. Estimated depth of ground water: 300 feet. Relatively poor quality ground water. Thickness of unconsolidated
deposits is generally greater than 250 feet. Recently active faults occur along both margins of the valley. Hansel Valley is
the site of two large historical earthquakes; one caused surface rupture.

Snowville Site (T 14 N, R 8 W, Sec. 17, 18)

Located just westof Snowville on Lake Bonneville silt, clay,and gravel deposits. Most distant site from population centers.
4 miles of access road constructioa-necessa timated depth to ground water: 50 to 150 feet. Good to poor quality
ground water. Unconsolidated posits 500 feet thic reater. Basalt (lava rock) layers occur at depth.

North Blue Creek Valley Site (T 13 N, R6 W, Sec. 14)

Located east of Rattlesnake Pags, just south of 1-84. Road |
depth to ground water: unknow High quality grou
probably less than the other sites.

LLittle Mountain Site (T 10,R3W, Sec 19 ) Promontory Point Site (T6 N, R 5 W)/

provements needed, no access road construction. Estimated
ater. Thickness of unconsolidated deposits is unknown, but

PLEASE NOTE TIME CHANGE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

A public meeting will be held on August 11,1994 at 7:00 PM in the Tremonton City
offices, 102 South Tremont Street, by the Municipal Waste Siting Task Force to
receive public input on alternative sites to the Davis County Special Service
District's proposed West Hills landfill site. :

The Municipal Waste Siting Task Force was created by the 1994 Utah Legislature
to seek an acceptable location for a municipal landfill if there is a dispute between
two or more counties regarding the proposed site of a municipal landfill. The Task
Force, chaired by State Representative Eli Anderson (1st District), has been meet-
ing since May, 1994 and is required to report the results of its work to the Health

and Environment legislative interim committee by December, 1994. The Task
Force has performed a preliminary evaluation of five potential sites in Box FElder

sheet briefly describing each of the sites will be available at the meeting or can be
obtained by contacting the Decision of Solid and Hazardous Waste.

For questions regarding the public meeting, contact Rusty Lundberg with the
Division of Solid and Hazardous Waste at 538-6170.

In compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, individuals needing spe-
cial accommodations, including auxiliary communicative aids and services, dur-
ing the public meeting should call (801) 536-4414 TDD, at least three working days
prior to the meeting. '

| {,,,\% oo LOVELY COUNTRY HOMEL!
; All brick home with 4 bedrooms, 2 car

AP
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MUNICIPAL WASTE SITING TASK FORCE

LANDFILL SITES FACT SHEET

The Municipal Waste Siting Task Force, created by the 1994 Utah Legislature to seek an
acceptable alternative site to Davis County Special Service District’s proposed West Hills
landfill site, has performed a preliminary evaluation of several sites in Box Elder County.

The Task Force, chaired by Representative Eli Anderson (Ist District), is required to report on
the results of its efforts to the Health and Environment legislative interim committee in
December, 1994. Below is a brief description of the potential sites considered by the Task
Force. No detailed, site-specific subsurface information is yet available on these sites. All
sites must be evaluated for seismic hazards.

A Howell Valley South (T 11 N, R 6 W, Sec. 25, 26)

Located in a side canyon to Blue Creek Valley, west of Thiokol, northeast of Golden Spike
National monument. 0.5 miles of access road construction necessary. Estimated depth to
ground water: 150 to 200 feet. Appears to have relatively high quality ground water. Up to
230 feet of unconsolidated deposits, with limestone and sandstone below. Normal faults are
present nearby; the age of these faults is unknown but probably not recent.

B Hansel Valley South (Salt Wells Site) (T 11 N, R 8 W, Sec. 2, 3, 11)

Located near south end of Hansel Valley, just north of Great Salt Lake Spring Bay. 8 miles
of access road construction necessary. Estimated depth to ground water: 300 feet.
Relatively poor quality ground water. Thickness of unconsolidated deposits is generally
greater than 350 feet. Recently active faults occur along both margins of the valley. Hansel
Valley is the site of two large historical earthquakes; one caused surface rupture.

C Snowville Site (T 14 N, R 8 W, Sec. 17, 18)

Located just west of Snowville on Lake Bonneville silt, clay, and gravel deposits. Most
distant site from population centers. 4 miles of access road construction necessary.
Estimated depth to ground water: 50 to 150 feet. Good to poor quality ground water.
Unconsolidated deposits 500 feet thick or greater. Basalt (lava rock) layers occur at depth.

D North Blue Creek Valley Site( (T 13 N, R 6 W, Sec. 14)
Located east of Rattlesnake Pass, ju 84, Road improvements needed, no access
road construction. Estimated depth to ground water: unknown. High quality ground water.
Thickness of unconsolidated deposits is unknown, but probably-less than the other sites.
Probably minimal thickness of clay.

E Little Mountain Site (T 10 N, R 3 W Sec 19(?))

Located east of Little Mountain. Depth to ground water: shallow, possibly as little as 20 feet.
Poor quality ground water. Thickness of unconsolidated deposits unknown, thin near Little
Mountain and increasing with distance.

F Promontory Point Site (T 6 N, R 5 W)

Road building necessary; causeway access required from GSL Minerals. Depth to ground
water: unkown, probably shallow. Ground water quality poor, except for springs at higher
elevations. Thin unconsolidated deposits. Faults possibly present nearby. T
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
UTAH GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

@ State of Utah

Michael O. Leavitt
Govemor

il
Ted Stewart 2363 South Foothill Drive

Exccutive Diroctor | Salt Lake City, Utah 841091491

M. l.ee Allinon 801-467-7970
Suate Geologist 801-467-4070 (Fax)
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September 14, 1994 -

Representative Eli Anderson

Chairperson, Municipal Waste Siting Task Force
102 S. Tremont Street

Tremonton, Utah 84337

Dear Representative Anderson:

At the request of the Municipal Waste Siting Task Force
established by 1994 House Bill 248, I have evaluated the geologic
aspects of three potential landfill sites in Box Elder County. The
sites are located at the top of Little Mountain west of Corinne, in
Blue Creek Valley just south of I-80N, and in Blue Creek Valley
west of Thiokol. I reported on the Blue Creek Valley site (also
called Howell Valley South) which is west of Thiokol on June 14,
but have included, that information with this letter as well. The
scope of my evaluation consisted of a literature search and a brief
visit to the sites on June 9 and on August 31, 1994.

I have not identified any geologic conditions which would
prevent any of the sites from being used as a landfill location.
For each site, I have included draft copies of the forms
"Preliminary summary of geologic hazards" and "Preliminary summary
of geologic conditions for siting of landfills" ‘which present the
results of my evaluation. This information, which for ground water
is for the entire hydrologic basin rather than the specific site,
is based mostly on published literature and is presented for use in

preliminary site screening only. More extensive investigations
will be needed "once a site is selected to characterize its
suitability for a 1landfill 1location. The information I am

‘providing has not yet gone through complete internal UGS review and

may be revised as part of this review process. Please feel free to
contact me if you have any questions regarding the geology of the
sites. - - : ’

Sincerely,

omuke Sowac
Mike Lowe, Geologist
Applied Geology Program



g PRELIMINARY COPY

BOX ELDER COUNTY
November 17, 1994

The Board of Planning Commissioners of Box Elder County, Utah,
met in regular session in the Commission Chambers of the Box Elder
County Courthouse, 01 South Main Street, in Brigham City, Utah, at
7:00 p.m. on November 17, 1994.

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Richard Kimber with
the following members present, constituting a quorum:
A
Richard Kimber |
Jon Thompson |
Stan Reese -
Louis Douglas
Deanne Halling
David Tea
Allen Jensen
Denton Beecher
Marie McKinnon

Excused:

Marie Korth

ATTENDANCE LIST: (Attachment No. 1)
AGENDA: (Attachment No. 2)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Chairman Kimber presented the Minutes of October 20, 1994, for
approval. Mr. Thompson made a motion to accept the Minutes of
October 20, 1994. Mr. - Reese seconded. None opposed. The motion

carried.

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT (50): ##:;%

Davis County Solid Waste Management and Energy Recovery Special
Service District.

Mr. LeGrand W. Bitter, Director;met-—with-the_ Planning Commission
to present and discusa‘“ﬁ‘”conditxpnal use permit- request for a
landfill in the'ﬁowell -Blue Creek area.~. '

Mr. Bitterfpresented reduced copies of some large maps provided
by the Soil Conservation Service illustrating the proposed\landfill.
He pognted out the location in Township 13 North, Range 6 West,
sections 18, 13, 14, and 400 acres in section 22. Mr. Bitter stated
the Landfill sSiting Task Force looked at a number of /sites and
narrowed . them down to 7; held a public hearing and received public
comment. “From those seven, three were selected for-¢onsideration,

and the Blug“Cr ek site was chosen. Since that-time there has been

page: 1
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102 EAST FOREST STREET
BRIGHAM CITY, UT 84302
o PHONE (801) 723-7034
o= FAX (801) 734-2728

Octcober 12, 1894

Municipal Waste Siting Task Force
Chairman Eli Anderson _

8790 West Hwy 102

Tremonton, Utah 84337

Deaxr Eli,

It has been brought to my attention by Mayor Lyle Nessen of
Howell that the Blue Creek Landfill site is in close proximity of
the Howell City’s water source, the Blue Creek Spring and other
various wells. .In considering the information furnished on. the
enclosed map we feel the preservation of their water source is
vital. Therefore, we must withdraw our support of the Blue Creek

Landfil]l site.

Sincerely,

Frank O. Nishiguchi
General Manager

cc: Mayor Lyle Nessen

Eli Anderson
Richard XKimber

SERVING BOX ELDER COUNTY WATER NEEDS
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& ¥! BEAR RIVER WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
102 EAST FOREST STREET

M a BRIGHAM CITY, UT 84302

=) o PHONE (801) 723-7034

= FAX (801) 734-2728

October 12, 1994

Mayor Lyle Nessen
Howell Town Corporation
P.0. Box 45

Howell, Utah 84316

Dear Mayor Nessen,

Thank you for your letter and map informing me of the position of
the Blue Creek landfill in relation to Howell’s water source.

We certainly feel that protecting your water source is vital and
have withdrawn our support of the location of the Blue Creek
Landfill site as shown in the enclosed copy of the lettexr written
to the Municipal Waste Siting Task Force chaired by Eli Anderson
and to Richard Kimber, Chairman of the Box Elder County Planning
Commission.

Again thank you for the information. If at any time we can be of
service to you, please don’t hesitate to call.

Sincerely,

Frank O. Nishiguchi
General Manager

SERVING BOX ELDER COUNTY WATER NEEDS
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Quafe’s Ferocity
Found Intense
In Remote Utah

By Charles Seldin
Tribune Stalf Writer

The wrath of the earthquake that
. Thursday night shook a four-state area
appears greater than originally esti-
mated, a Utah geologist said Saturday.
Bruce Kaliser, of the Utah Geology and
Mincral Survey, said he visited the area
of the quake's epicenter — about 80
miles north of Salt Lake City — by
four-wheel-drive vehicle on Friday.

After hiking to what he determined tobe

the exact epicenter, Mr. Kaliser said he

found abandoned homes completely -

knocked of{ Lheir foundaL_ions_
Mecanwhile, the strongest aftershock

since Thursday night’s major quake -

was recorded at 7:01 a.m. Saturday at

the Universily of Utah Seismology

Center. )
| Registers 4.6 on Scale

j

Steve Bellon, an analyst for the
university’s earthquake center, said the
aftershock registercd 4.6 on the Richter
Scale and occurred within five miles of
the original quake’s epicenter.

Thé major quake, Mr. Bellon said,
measured closer to 6.0 than the 6.3
originally recorded. It was the most
severe in the United States since 1971,
* when a tremor killed 64 persons in
California.

Mr. Kaliser $aid Saturday, “'The
physical evidence of earth movement in
the arca of the epicenter was far more
intense than what was reported ear-
lier.”

Knocked Ol Foundations

“We found a collapsed metal storage
bin, and several homes had been rocked
off their foundation. Most of the move-
ment appeared to be in a north-south
motion,"” he said.

The epicenter was near Blue Creek
(population 35), Box Elder County, and
just north of the Utah-Idaho border.

The country is virtually inaccessible
because early spring snows and drifting
have blocked roads. Most buildings in
“he area are uscd only in the summer

\d fall for dry farming, he said.

+

raphs. Every increase of one number
means a tenfold increase in magnitude.
Thus, a reading of 7.5 reflects an
carthquake 10 times stronger than one
of 6.5. .

“If those homes had been occupied,
therc would certainly have been casual-
tics. Everything on their shelves_had

Sce Page B-7, Column 1

None Occupied

All were abandoned, Mr. Kaliser
said,

e said damages resulling from an
carthquake are nol recorded from the
Richter Scale. An carthquake's intensi-
Ly, from the standpoint of damage to
people or structures, is judged by the
Modified Mercalli Intensity Scale.

He said the Utah-Tdaho quuke would
have been rated VII or IX on the
Mercalli Seale. The damage sezle uses
Reman, rather than Arabie, numerals.

The Richter Seale is a measure of
ground motion as recorded on seismog-
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We the undersigned petition the Box Elder County officials to prevent the opening of a Davis
County landfill in Blue Creek Valley.

Name Location (Home or Land)
(Blue Creek, Tremonton, Snowville, etc)




PLEASE SIGN
PETITION AGAINST
DAVIS COUNTY
LANDFILL SITE IN
BLUE CREEK
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Group wants to trash

proposed landfill site

Landowners
want other areas
looked at harder_ |

By MONTE WHALEY

Standard-Examiner stalf :

' .BRIGHAM CITY — Robert Al-
len can almost sce the trucks load-
cd with Davis County garbage
rumbling his way, and he's pre-
pared 10 raise a stink about if.

“Pcople just don't want garbage
close 1o them,” Allen said. “We all
generate it, bul we don't want it
ncar us,”

That includes Allen and aboul
cight other landowners near Howell
in northern Box Elder County,
They have formed the Blue Creck
Landowners Association,

They vow to fight a legislative

commitlee's proposal to place a -

landfill at a sitc near Blue Creek
and say they'll press their case
Thursday night before the Box El-
der County Planning Commission,

The Davis County Solid Waste
Management and Encrgy Recovery
Special Service Distriet was sup-
posed 1o appear before the commis-
sion as well to ask for a conditional
quc permit for the Blue Creek land-
ill.

But the Davis County group now.
wants to wait until Jan, 19 to re.

quest the commission's recommene
dation. This will give two new
commissioners a chance at tackling
onc of the most divisive issucs in
Box Eldcr County, -

“Certainly, with the change in the

commission and with the holidays

coming up, it scemed appropriate
to deal with it aller the first of the
year,” said LeGrand Bitter, dircctor
of the Davis County organization,

IT the planning commission rec-
ommends that Davis County be al-
lowed to put a landfill at the Blue
Creck arca, the counly commission-
ers will be asked (o give the final
approval.

Afller Jan. 1, Royal Norman and
Jay Hardy will repiace James White
and Allen Jensen on the commis-
sion. They will join Lee Allen in
trying to scttle scveral questions
about landfills in Box Elder Coun-
ly, including whether the Blue
Creck site is suitable for a landfill,

. and if so, should Box Elder County

join with Davis County to operate
i? Or, should Box Elder County
“find a scparate landfill, presumably
near Snowville?

It gets even more complicated if
the Blue Creck site is rejected. This

" supposedly means Davis County
will be allowed to put its landfill at

- White's Valley, further south from
Blue Creek,

Davis County was given a permit
lo run a landfill at White's Valley,
but shrill opposition forced (he for-
mation of a legislative panel to find
a new sile, ! '

The panel, chaired by State Rep-
resentative Eli Anderson, began
work in May, and considered scyor-
al potential spots before finally sct-
tling on Blue Creck., The site
consists of about 2,300 acres strad-
dling 1-84, o

But Allen said the pancl didn't
look hard cnough at the other alter-
natives, including an arca south of
Promontory Poinl,

This alternative can be fashioned
0 as not to disturb traffic to and
from the Thiokol plant, and be well

_out of the way from other populat-
- cd areas, Allen said.
“To further fill our freeways with
* hundreds of heavy trucks hauling
ga;‘llaage is very shortsighted,” Allen
said.,

Allen said landowners near the
Blue Creck site are also fearful of
- groundwalcer contamination, land
value deflation and scarring of the
landscape. )
There are 10 landowners near the
"proposcd site, and one hasn't been
contacled yet by the association, he
said. “All the rest of ug really don't
want it therc at all,” Allen' said,

ATT 4
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Utah’s big earthquake may
come sooner rather than later

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — No
onc knows whether a devastating

carthquake will hit northcrn Ulah,

tomorrow or not for a century or
more. But recent rescarch suggests
it might be sooncr rather than later.

University of Utah rescarchers
spent three years using a $12 bil-
lion system of military navigation
satclliles to measure the stretching
of the Earth’s crust in a 43-milc-
wide band from Idaho to Ncphi
and betwcen Toocle and Park City.

They found the valleys are pull-
ing away from the Wasatch Range
at about onc-fifth of an inch a year.

That-is 2'2 to five times fastcr
than ground movement found in
carlicr studics, thus the undcr-
ground -strain along thc Wasatch
Fault and other ncarby faults may
be building up faster than previous-
ly thought. : '

The study raiscs the possibility a
major quake “could be much soon-
cr than we thought,” said scismolo-
gist Robert B. Smith. “I'm morc
concerned.”

It might mecan “we’re moving

rapidly toward a large carthquake,”
said M. Lece Allison, state geologist.

Rescarchers still don’t know if it
means a big quake next year, in 50
years or in 100 ycars, he said.

The study was presented al the
American Geophysical Union con-
vention in San Francisco by geo-
physics graduate student Linda
Martincz and was quotcd by The
Sall Lake Tribune.

Martinez performed the rescarch
with Smith and assistant professor
Chuck Meertens. They got help
from 50 voluntcers from universi-
tics, the Utah Geological Survey,
the Burcau of Land Managcmenl
and surveyors in seven countics.

The 230-mile Wasatch Fault

_stretches from Idaho to Nephi. A

magnitude 6.8 to 7.5 quake hap-
pens on the average of once cvery
400 ycars on the fault and on an
average of 1,000 to 2,000 years on
any single section,

From 2,300 to 24,000 pcople
could be killed if a big quake hit
the Salt Lake City scction, accord-
ing to government cstimates.

Kmﬂ-ﬂl'__—
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Meeting to decide Davis landfill’s future
BRIGHAM CITY — The Box Elder County Planning Commission

will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, to décide

whether to recommend

* issuing a condilional use permit for a landfill to receive trash from

- County's altem

Davis County.

The Davis County Solid Waste Management and Energy Recovery
Special Service District wants to build a landfill at Blue Creek, In

northern Box Elder County.

The site consists of about 2,300 acres west of and adjacent to
Interstate 84. It was picked from among seven sites in Box Elder
County by an ad hoc committee appointed by the Utah Legislature in

May 1994.

The committee was formed after residents protested Davis

pt to put in a landfill in White's Valley. The Davis
County enlity already received a permit for the White's Valley sile,
but backed off alter the residents claimed the landfill would

contaminate ground waler .

If the planning commission agrees to the Blue Creek site, the Box

Elder Counly Commissioners will then review Davis County's ‘
application-and make the final decision on Dec. 20. If the Blue Cr'eak
site Is turned down, Davis County may be allowed to use the White's

Valley site.
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L..A. earthquake cites
need for seismic codes

nce again Utah’s back-

yard ncighbors in

Southern California have

been jolted by violent
upheavals of incomprehensible
magnitude miles below the earth’s
surface,

In 30 seconds, Southern Cali-
fornians saw their accumulations
of worldly goods reduced to rub-
ble, some go up in flames, in Na-
ture’s fury of "~ Monday’s
devastating earthquake.

At latest count, ncarly three
dozen lives were lost, thousands
were reportedly injured. Thou-
sands more are left homeless, es-
caping with nothing more than
the clothing they were wearing.
Cars were flatiened, {receways were
left in a jumble of concrete pieces.
And the cxperts are saying this is
not the “big onc” that had bcen
predicted.

What is emerging from the
rubble of the “Northridge” earth-
quake that cut a swath across Los
Angcles and the surrounding met-
ropolitan areas is the resilcnce of
the victims and tales of heroism,
people helping pcople, putting
their personal trauma aside to
help others who per chance were
in worse circumstances.

The responses reflect the best
of human naturc. There also is
wonder and gratitude that the
carthquake didn’t hit at the height
of rush hour,

For those of us on the pe-
ripheral, it was fascinating to
watch information come togcther
in this calamity. Radio and TV
stations opecncd up their phone
lines to listeners and vicwers,
while scrambling to find out if
their reporters are able to respond.

In a process that scems like
spontancous order — fed by bits

‘were

and pieces of news from sources
that at first appear to bc almost
random in nature — a biggcer pic-
ture finally cvolved.

With a monstrous carthquake
paralyzing one of the nation’s big-
gest metropolitan areas and close
ncighbor to the Beehive state,
Utahns were quick to respond.

American Red Cross units
immediately dispatched
from left Ogden and Salt Lake
City to set up cmergency centers.
Four rescue dogs, trained to detect
people in building collapses,
floods, avalanches or the wilder-
ness, and their handlers were sent
from Utah to scarch for trapped
victims of the earthquake. The
rescuers will crawl over collapsed
buildings and f{reeway bridges,
looking for trapped people, alive.
or dead.

There are no cstimates of re-
building costs, expected 10 be in
the billions, but what would the
ruins have been and damage re-
pair costs run if Southern Califor-
nians had failed to establish strict
scismic codcs?

Therein lics the single most
important lesson for Utahns and
their vulnerability of fault lincs:
Get preparced.

Catastrophic earthquakes
have the capability to flatten
dwecllings, collapse highway over-
passcs, level buildings, rupture
utility lines, ignite fires and trap
people in rubble.

We must not ignore the po-
tential for disaster when engineers
warn that Utah is more vulnera-
ble to severe quake damage be-
cause the state has not extensively
or adequatcly prepared for any
eventualitics of a deadly earth-
quake.




Quake Fury
Intense in

North Utah

Conlinued From Page B-1

been spilled, foundations were badly
cracked and the buildings shifted on
their foundations,’’ Mr. Kaliser said.

The geologist said he found no large

earth or snow slides but found

“intensive ground cracking caused by
the severe ground motion.""

He said the movement was so slrong

* that a 10,000-pound farm tractor stored -

. in a barn moved about a foot to the

north.

Mr. Kaliser said hé could not ésii-v I
mate the monetary damage - resulung
from the earthquake.

Although there was intensive ground
cracking, there were no fissures, he
- said. Fissures are usually of considera-
-ble length and depth and constitute a
major restructuring of the earth.

Sensations from the quake were felt
from Pocatello in the north, Evanston
and slightly farther to the east, Rich-
ficld to the south and Wells, Nev., to the
west.

The only known injury from the.
tremor was Kenna' Lee Kent, 14, a
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kent,
Malad City. The girl was cut on the leg
when a scenery panel from a Miss
Malad rehearsal fell on her. ;

In Malad City, the hardest hit town,
several homes were damaged. Else-
where, the elfects were confined to
“what might have been, rather than
what was,”’ according to oflicials at the
seismograph station.

Of the epicenter site, Mr. Kaliser
said, “If the weather had not prevented
the rural homes from being occupied,
the farm residents caught in the quake
would have needed emergency help.

“They would have been thrown
across the walls, some of which opened
up enough to slide your arm through,”
{he geologist added.

> The university seismograph. center

had forecast that aftershocks would
‘occur for days after Thursday’s quake. ‘

+  Dr. Kenneth L. Cook, center direc-

lor, said an earthquake of 3.5 on the
TRichter Scale can cause slight damage

iin the local area; 4 can cause moderate
damage' 5 con51derable damage 6

) severe damage. .

AT readmg, Dr. Cook said, is a .
Hmajor’ quake capable of mdesprea‘d
heavy damage. A quake rated 8 is
capable of tremendous damage.

Damage éaus’ed by earthquake is | house kitchen, located near the
cvidenced by disarray in farm-'| epicenter on Utah-Idaho border.
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Bank issues warning about
‘world urban overpopulation

Natural resources,

= economy- at threat

e ASHINGTON (AP)
ol — Il current trends .
e continue, more than
half the world's

" population will live in big citics

" by the year 2020, cndangering

«-+ natural resources, cconomic
-."development and the
:z-environment, the World Bank

1, says. N .

i+ + The bank warned of the likcly
. conscquences of unchecked - -
“““urban growth in a report issued -
i»* Monday at a conference of about

. - 900 urban Icaders concerned with

the issue.
The report estimated that the

" world’s big citics growing at rate
"ol a million people a week. And
co- Ismail Scrageldin, World Bank
* " vice president for cconomically

sustainable development, said

* nalural resources arc
delerioraling “on an .
':r unprecedented scale? as cities .-
. scrounge for water and land. .
+~"Increasingly, this agenda
1..requircs political attention.” .
v.- -~ Henry Cisncros, U.S. secretary
1.0l housing and urban Al
~.development, told the conference

that American cities arc alrcady
‘suffering from uncontrolled -
growth: whole communitics
bereft of jobs, packed with poor
people and generally. unhealthy
duc 1o waste lefl behind by

- induslry,

“Empty buildings on
contaminated lots. Toxic
malcrial buried in the ground,
which no onc will develop,”
Cisneros said. “The legacy of

industrial pollution contributes " -

to the poverty. These
communitics cannol sustain
themselves,™ .

The bank study found urban
populations arc growing by 3.8

percent a year, and projecied that _

by 2020, 3.6 billion people will
inhabit urban arcas while about 3
billion will remain in rural arcas.

“In simple terms, the urban

population is growing at a rale of -

I million people per week, as il
another New Orleans grew from
scralch cvery seven days,” the
study said.

In 1990, there were 1.4 billion
people living in the world's
urban arcas, compared with
about 2.7 billion in rural arcas,
By 2000, there will be 391 cities
with more than [.million I
residents, up from 288 in 1990,

Ofr those, 26 will be megacities,
with more than 10 million*"
people; 13 of those megacitics,
the study said, will be'in Asia. -

Bombay. which is growing by
500,000 pcople a year, will have
18 million residents by the turn
of the century. Sao Paolo, Brazil,

_will have 25 million residents
within the next 20 years.

Most of this growth is from
within, rather than from
large-scale migration from rural
arcas, the bank said. But, Steer
‘addcd, there is significant ~
migration as cities account for an
increasing sharc of the gross

“"domestic product.

“People want jobs and higher

incomes. IU's very difficult to get

- agriculture to grow by morc (han
2.5 percent,” said Andrew Steer,
dircctor of the World Bank’s
environment department, “We
don’'t believe the citics are bad or
that pcople shouldn't move to
citics. It just scems to be a fact of
‘modcrnization,” .

The growth is accompanicd by
the health hazard of urban
pollution — unclean water and

“air, inadequate sanitation,
* drainage and solid-waste disposal

.- . and poor industrial wastc ,-.

management.




Bill could ban landfills within 10 miles of city

By JENNIFER KATLEMAN
Standard-Examiner staff

Developers would -be prohibited
from putting landfills within 10 mi-
les of cities and counties that don’t
welcome them if Rep. Eli Ander-
son’s bill wins legislative approval.

Not surprisingly, the part Box El-
der County residents like best
about House Bill 248 is that it’s ret-
roactive.

It s passage could spell the end to-
the Davis County Energy Recovery
District’s plan to run an unwanted
landfill in their county, the Thatch-
er-area Democrat said.

“It’s a case of not only protecting
Box Elder’s water, but protecting
drinking water for the whole state.
Every citizen in the state of Utah
deserves clean, drinkable water,”
Anderson said.

The measure, introduced Friday
in the House, would make sure
landfill operators have approval
from cities, counties and service
districts within 10 miles of site, he
said. . ’

The state regulators could reject a
permit application if the landfill
operators cannot show the commu-
nity supports them. )

Reggie Petersen, leader of the
Safe Drinking Water Association,
which opposes the landfill, whole-

‘Landfill

From 1C

‘the Box Elder commission giving
‘the permit to the Davis agency in
-November. The commission hand-
‘ed over the permit, because the
-contract said it must, even ﬂ:ommw
~a majority of the commission with-
" drew support for the White's Val-
ley site a year ago. .
* Even with all the political gyra-
‘tions, Bitter maintains Box Elder
“" sunty commissioners had their
ance early on to reject the site.

T R S R ST NN - o-sf I is, [P, (it gy, |

Rep. Eli
Anderson

He is
sponsoring
the landfill bill
that if passed
is retroactive.

heartedly supports the bill.

“Anything that allows for self-de-
termination is good. People gener-
ally' know what’s best for them.
One county shouldn’t have the
rights to go into another county
and do something without their ap-
proval,” he said.

Neighbors tout the Bothwell
Pocket northwest of Tremonton as
one of the state’s last sources of un-
tainted water. Three water districts,
Bothwell, Thatcher-Penrose and
West Corinne, pull water from the
pocket.

Last year, the Bear River Water
Conservancy District paid $1.25
million for some land and water
rights in the pocket. Once lines are
built, culinary water wells could

off on the permit. Otherwise the
transfer of the permit as well as the
sale wouldn't have occurred,” Bit-
ter said. :

Bitter said the state shouldn’t be
grappling with zoning matters,
since they are best decided locally.

“The state doesn’t have any par-
‘ticular special ability that the local
government doesn’t have,” he said.

Downs said he would prefer if his

division continues doing only it

ieearnt ok Aecidine if a ww.__.m Can

Why: A town meeting sponsored
by Rep. Eli Anderson, D-Tremonton,
and Sen. John Hoimgren, R-Bear
River City, is planned to discuss a
bill that would prevent developers
from building landfilis within 10
miies of cities and counties whose
residents don't approve.

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Where: Tremonton Senior Cen-
ter, 150 S. Tremont St.

serve people from Willard to Por-
tage in five years, said district
chairman Lloyd Hubbard.

But LeGrand Bitter, director of
the Davis County Energy Recovery
District, which owns the landfill
site near White’s Valley, wants the
legislators to leave the law alone.

He argues landfill critics have no
solid evidence a disposal site will
damage the pocket.

“The district is just as concerned
about their water as the people of
Box Elder County. We will not put
in a facility if it poses harm to the
environment,” Bitter said.

He argues no bill will protect
water resources anymore than En-
vironmental Protection Agency’s
subtitle D laws that took effect in

(

i

support a landfill. | )
But if the bill passes, he said
landfill operators will find it more
difficult to find a site.
* “They would have to put much
more work into their site so every-
one approves their location,”
Downs said.

October. The law requires clay and
synthetic liners under the landfill
and collection ponds for seepage if
1t occurs, he said.

“The engineering of landfills to-
day is light years ahead of where it
was vears ago. This will have abso-
lutely no negative impact on the
environment,” Bitter said.

The landfill plans meet the EPA
requirements, but the district
doesn’t have a permit yet because
it’s waiting for the state to approve
a modification, he said.

Dennis Downs, director of the
Utah Division of Solid and Haz-
ardous Waste, wonders whether the
bill may be redundant since local
governments and districts already
can reject a landfill.

“We believe local governments
alréady have that authority, but
somehow in Box Elder County it
didn’t work,” he said.

Earlier this month, critics gath-
ered more than 2,500 signatures
from residents opposed to the land-
fill. .

They aim to put the issue on a
Nov. 8 ballot. But the clerk’s office
has declined to accept the petitions,
because the county attorney has
ruled they were tardy.

The petitioners are objecting to

See LANDFILL on 2C



STANDARD-EXAMINER
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 16, 1984
METRO EDITOR: 625-4220

By CHERYL BUCHTA
Siandard Examiner stafl

SALT LAKE CITY — Utah pio-
neers left their descendents 2 price-
less legacy — @ well-developed
waler sysicm.

But will this generation leave is
children a water sysiem of which
they can be proud? Not unless
Utah spends $2 billion over the
next 13 vears, staic walcer resourees
officials said Tucsday.

Dams nced 10 be shored up. new
water resources need to be devel-

B WATER LEASE: State revives
proposal to lease water. 3D

oped and citics nced 10 upgrade
their systems 10 meel new cnviron-
mental standards. Larry Anderson.
state director of water resources.
said during the Utah Water Sum-
mit.

Over the next few years. Utah
will take a hard look at 200 poten-
tially hazardous dams 10 s¢¢ if they
will withstand earthquakes and

floods. Many will nced restructur-
ing or upgrading. said Bob Morgan.
s1ate waler Cngincer.

The bottom linc is that to bring
them all up to standards. statc and
local governments will need 10
spend about $101 million, Morgan
said.

Another $30 million a ycar will
be needed to bring waste waler
projects up 1o health standards, and
<5 million to $10 million a year
will be needed to help citics and
water systems meet safe drinking

water standards.

Utah will spend another 3100
million finishing the Central Utah
Project. and $100 million on other
watcr devclopment projects.

And the bad news is that the state
no longer can look 10 the federal
government 10 provide any money
1o build new projects as it has in
the past. ,

So where will the money comce
from? In most cascs, it will come

stems need upgrades

from the water users’ pockets. To
provide even the state’s sharc of 15
percent would 1ake the cquivalent
of climinating the Utah National
Guard. the Department of Public
Safety. the Utah Industrial Com-
mission. the Insurance Department
and the Department of Environ:
mental Quality. said Lynnc Koga
the director of the Governor's Of
fice of Planning and Budget. .

“I1 becomes a matier of choices,
shc said.
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Waste storage site facing fines

Idaho reaching for
monitoring system

. IDAHO FALLS (AP) — The
Idaho National Engineering Labo-
ratory faccs more than $81.000 in
proposed fines from the Idaho Di-
vision of Environmental Quality
for 15 alleged violations of state
regulations.

- The regulations govern hazard-
dus-wasic storage, groundwater
monitoring, contingency and clo-
surc plans, rccord keeping and in-
spcctions, said Paula Lyon,
environmental crforcement manag-
cr for the state agency in Boise.

: State and INEL officials held a
compliance conference earlier this

month and the two sides are still
ncgotiating over some of the viola-
tions, Lyon said Monday.

Highly radioactive spent nuclear
fucl has been stored at the INEL
since the 1950s. The site lies atop
the Eastern Snakc River Plain
Aquifer, which provides drinking
water for much of southern idaho.

Lyon said most of the violations
are routine, such as not filling out
proper labels for stored wastes or
failing 1o put dates on storage con-
taincrs.

The ground-watcr monitoring vi-
olations stem from a “difference in
interpretation,” she said.

The state maintains that ground-
water monitoring wells for the
INEL's Chemical Processing Plant
arc’in the wrong place. The U.S.

Environmcntal Protection Agency
declared the groundwater monitor-
ing sysiem inadequate after an
April inspection, and Lyon said the
ruling is supportied by other inspec-
tions dating back to October 1992,

“The down-gradient wells are not
in a location to immcdiately detect
any hazardous waste that may mi-
gratc from the hazardous-waste ar-
ca 10 the uppermost aquifer,” Lyon
said.

Because the wells are in the
wrong place, the information they
providc cannot be relied upon, she
said. But INEL officials say the
wells are in the best place to detect
ground-water contamination.

INEL spokesman Brad Bugger
said there is no well immediately
below the percolation pond because

the arca sits atop a bed of shattered
basalt, and contaminatcd water
from the pond could travel hori-
zontally along a fracture plane be-
fore sceping down toward the
aquifer.

“We're willing to ncgotiate,™
Bugger said. “If the state refuses 1o
change its position and says we
have to drill a well immediately be-
low the pond. then that's what we'll
have to do.”

The INEL has another month to
convince the state that its wells are
properly located. Final resolution is
cxpected within three months. Af-
ter that. Lyon said, the INEL and
Division of Environmental Quality
will try to agrce on a specific
groundwater monitoring system.



Hill fined
for illegal

dumping at |

burn plant

Standard-Examiner stalf and wire services

HILL AIR FORCE BASE — Hill
Air Force Base has been fined
$20.000 by state regulators for illc-
gally shipping contaminated wastces
to the Davis County burn plant.

The Utah Solid ‘and Hazardous
Waste Control Board also penalized
the installation for being unable to
account for three 55-gallon drums
of hazardous wasle, :

Statc officials say a firc-suppres-
“sion system in the main aircrafi-

mainicnance hangar failed on May

8, 1993. Watcr ruincd about 700

pounds of cciling tilcs and insula-

tion, which crews discarded into
garbage receptaclcs,

Basc cnvironmental officials
learned of the incident two days
later, However, by then 600 pounds
of the wastc had alrcady been
transported to the Davis County
Encrgy Recovery District’s nonha-
zardous wasle incincrator jusl
north of the base, The burn plant
promptly incinerated the waste,

Hill officials tested the remaining
100.pounds and found that they

" contained levels of a heavy metal
that exceeded the federal regulatory
standard. ’

“The ruined matcrial contained
somc cadmium from some previ-
ous aircrall opcrations,” said Dcen-
nis Down, dircctor of the Division
of Solid and Hazardous Waslec.
“They sent it to the incincrator,
where it shouldn’t have gone."

Burn plant officials said they only
learned last week the waste was

contaminated when they saw the |

ilem on the waste control board’s
agenda,

LeGrand Bitter, cnergy recovery
district exceutive dircctor, said the
burn plant makes a visual inspee-
tion of all waste coming in but
doesn’t do chemical tests, so there
was no way (o dectermine the wastc
was hazardous. '

“Obviously it is the responsibility
of cach generator 1o assure that
hazardous wastes aren't transported
1o the burn plant,” he said. “If a
large generator, such as Hill,
doesn™t handle its hazardous waste
properly, it can be a problem.,”

Because the waste involved heavy

meltals, Bitter doesn'l believe any ol

the burn plant employees were in
immediate-danger. “It didn’t deal
with toxic materials,™ he said.

Downs said there is no evidence
that the burn plant’s incincration of
itposed any threat to public health
or the environment through the
cmissions.

Capt. David Crow, the basc’s
deputy chief of environmental
compliance, said the total amount
of cadmium was cqual to that
found in two DD-size baticrics.

As required by law, Hill contact-

cd (he division, which cited the
basc for failing 1o makec a hazard-
ous waslc determination: giving
hazardous wasic to a transporter
not licensed for such waste: and
sending hazardous waste (o a facili-
Ly not licensed to aceepl it.

In a separatc incident, the basce's
Defense Re-utilization and Market-
ing Scrvice lost three 55-gallon
drums that containcd solvents, fre-

on, oils, fucls and brake-pad dust,

The base reported the missing
drums to the division, which cited
the base for failing to account for
the hazardous wasle,

Crow said officials believe the
loss was an accounting error,

“We firmly believe that the bar-
rels were properly managed and
disposcd of according to all applica-
ble regulations,” Crow said.

To scttle all of the violations, the
bz:sc ]has agreed to a $20,000 fine,
which it will satisfy by payin
$10.905 and by completing a w:slc%

. minimization project.
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Report finds danger
in plutonium storage

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Encrgy Department plans a com-
plex and costly repackaging of tons
of highly radioactive plutonium af-
ter an internal review found storage
conditions that endanger workers
and possibly the public.

The review, ordered last March,
examined plutonium storage at 35
government sites in more than a
dozen states. Investigators found
plutonium in leaking and corroding
packages, in cracking plastic bot-
tles, in old decaying buildings and
in pipes, ventilation vents, equip-
ment and machinery.

“Overall, the inventory of pluto-
nium prescnts significant hazards
to workers, the public and environ-
ment, and little progress has been

. madc to aggressively address the
problem,” concluded the draft
+ study. ¢ , : :

" The task force study, involving

26 ‘metric tons of plutonium, was

made public by the department

Tucsday.

Tara O'Toole, the department’s
assistant secretary for environment,
safety and health, said that while
workers face a threat of contamina-
tion, the likelihood of plutonium
cxposure to the public is extremely
low. While the plutonium storage

" sites for the most part are relatively
isolated from the general public,
thousands of people work at the
plants. -

“There’s no question that we
have scrious issues here that we're
going to have to handle,” O’'Toolc

told rcporters. She said some re-

packaging of plutonium already is
under way al a number of facilities,
and that stabilization of the stock-
piles is a top priority.

She acknowledged the task will
be time-consuming and costly and
said $200 million is earmarked for
reducing the risks at Rocky Flats,
in Colorado, alone.

“The report clearly indicates that
a number of catastrophic accidents
are possible,” said Daryl Kimball of
the private Physicians for Social
Responsibility. He said the findings
should be a warning to the new Re-
publican-led Congress not 1o cut
wcapons plant cleanup funds, as
somec GOP lawmakers have sug-
gested. -

The United States no longer pro-
duces plutonium, which is needed
for nuclear warhcads and bombs, :
but an estimated 100 tons of the
material is left over from produc-
tion over the past half-century.
Much of the plutonium remains in
warhcads and more is in storage in
the form of 6,000 softball-like
“pits™ — warhead triggers — kept
at the Energy Department’s Pantex
facility in Texas.

_The report focused on the pluto-
nium that is no longer in warheads
or at the Pantex plant, but at vari-
ous facilities that once were part of
the government’s weapons produc-
1ion operation.

. Investigators singled out the
Rocky Flats weapons facility 15 mi-
les outside Denver as posing the
greatest potential danger.




- ery District board voted last week _ ; site

«. Creek site as its top landfill ‘¢choice. | :

ey et g

| Blue Creek site um:m__m top choice for landfill

By SARAH JANE CANNON
Standard-Examiner Davis Bureau
. TREMONTON — Members of a
state panel commissioned 1o find a
Davis County landfill site in Box
Elder County predict their job will
be complete by next spring.

The Davis County Encrgy Recov-

DEYCREL L

Box Elder
County

Creek site Little Mtn.

1o place carnest money on a site in
North Blue Créck Valley, onc of
three parcels it felt eventually could
become a landfill.

The Munidipal Waste Siting Task
Force followed suit this week, pass-
ing a motion to accept. the Blue

Howell
Valley site

_u_.cvommn
_m_._&___ sites
However, they did not give up the
option 1o continue studies on two
other sites near Howell msa r_:_n
Mountain. i W)
Davis County burn u_m_z oqo_m_m
can now apply for a conditional use .
permit for the North Blue Creek
Valley site. The application will be .
submitted to the Box Elder County .
planning commission and the zon-  County residents, officials do not
ing administrator. predict opposition to the sclection.
Although the decision comes after Lynn Purcell of Tremonton. .
a ycarlong battle with Box Elder agrees. ’

Standard-Examiner

- - ot

“I’'is not the ideal situation, but
it is certainly better than the
White's Valley situation,” Purcell
said.

. The recovery district paid more

than $500,000 to buy a 1.120-acre
site in White's Valley in June of
1993 Box Elder County residents
objected, saying a landfill would
contaminate an mnc_ﬁnq_cosom_n En
proposed site; .’

A-bill introduced g Rep. Eli. }u-
derson, D-Tremonton, stopped ‘Da-
vis County’s efforts to get a landfill
permit for White's Valley. The task
force was set up to find-an alterna-
tive site. - .

The committee, made up of Da-
vis and Box Elder County represen-
tatives, was given until Dec. 31 to
selecl a site and begin the landfill
permitting process.

Its_dccision to pursuc :..n Blue
Creck-site puts the task force w_._Ba
of schedule.. - ../, 750

Recovery district Director Le-
Grand Bitter predicts the district
will have an on-site permit for the
landfill by carly to late spring

.2:0_8_ n,o_._u wuoramﬁmn w:.éo

.Elllé.

Lawson called :_o sclection a good
and appropriate decision and said
it would be suitable to his compa-
ny..

Early on. Thiokol expressed con-
cerns that the Howell Valley site
would bring garbage truck traffic to
its main transport routce for missiles
and space shuttle motors,

“We have said all along that any
site that took-advantage of the in-
terstate ‘would answer: our‘needs,”

‘ Lawsdn said: “From¥all appear-*:
_-ances. North m:.a anr Valley an-

swers that need.™ °

Task force member x Kay Chan-
dler, of Clearficld. said the commit-
teec now will move forward E:r
plans for the new site.

“We arc to the point where we
want 10 go 1o the planning commis-
sion and say. ‘Hey. we want 1o get
on with this."” he said. “Hopefully
they will say. ,éc want to get on
with this 100.” 7™ 2 b el

~The 835::.6 made tentative
plans to meet again on Sept. 26 at
6:30 p.m. in ihe ._,_.n_.:oEon City
Im__ e e




Davis narrows
landfill sites to
3 in Box Elder

By SARAH JANE CANNON -
Standard-Examiner Davis Bureau
FARMINGTON — After a vear-
long wrestle in Box Elder County
over landfill sites. Davis County
burn plant officials say they have
pinned down three viable parcels.

- Landfill meeting -

The Davis Energy Recovery Dis-
trict Board will meet Wednesday at
6:30 p.m. in the Tremonton City Hall
to narrow its list of sites for a pro-
posed landfill in Box Elder County.

The Davis County Encrgy Recov-
cry District board voted last week
10 place carnest moncy on-a site in
the North Blue Creck Valley, onc
of three sites that could cventually
become a landfill.

The board spent $100 in carnest

See LANDFILL on 2B

Landfi

From 1B .

money to secure another parcel
near Howell in July. Wednesday
they passed a resolution 1o expand
the acreage to be purchased at the
site from about 800 to 2,000.

Officials say they are optimistic
about the two sites, as well as an-
other parcel near Little Mountain.

But securing the properties will be
just one small victory in the dis-
trict’s battle with Box Elder County
residents and the Legislature .

The district paid more than
$500.000 to buy a 1,120-acre site in
White's Valley in June of 1993. A
coalition of Box Elder County resi-
dents objected, saying the Davis
County landfill would contaminate
an aquifer underneath the proposed
site.

Rep. Eli Anderson, D-Tremon-
ton, proposed a bill that effectively
stopped Davis County’s efforts to
get a landfill permit for the site and
appointied an interim committee

.- .

made up of Davis and Box Elder
County representatives to find an
alternative site. The commitiee has
until Dec. 31 to select a site and be-
gin the landfill permitting process.

Recovery district Director Le-

Grand Bitter said the committee
will not only have a site, but will
be well into the permitting process
by the deadline,
“Wec are narrowing it to three
sites right now.” he said. “By next
meeting (Wednesday) we will nar-
row it to one or two.”

H. Kay Chandler, committee
member and Clearfield economic
development director, said the
board is trying “not to ruffle any-
onc’s feathers,™ as it selects a new
site,

Bitter said the committee will ex-
amine a long list of issues , such as
geology, distance. water quality, ac-
cess and public support.

He said the board believes there
will be public support for the three
sclections.

“We feel good about it.,” Bitter
said. “The people in Box Elder
County, at least the ones on the
committee, feel good about it.”

Richard Nicholas, a Bothwell res-
ident, said even though Davis
County is coming into a place it is
not wanted, the committee will not
find much objection to the sites.

He is'concerned because he said
Davis County’s actions might
“open doors 1o the rest of the warld
to "bring garbage to Box Elder
County.”

Nicholas said of the three sites he
lcans towards the Blue Creek site.,
adding that because Thiokol Corp.
has concerns, Howell Valley is not
a viable selection.

Chandler acknowledged Thiokol
Corp. and the National Park Ser-
vice are worried about the Howell
Valley South site, The landfili
could bring garbage truck traffic on
Thiokol's main transportation
route and is located close to the
m.o_ao: Spike National Historic

1tc.

Nicholas said the committee is

~looking past the most important

site. the Little Valley location just
south of Promontory, because it
would have to be serviced by the
railroad.

“I know the site.” he said. “1

N. Blue
Creek site

Howell
Valley site

3

Proposed
landfill sites

Great

k 3
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think if they would look at it hey
would find some advantages.shat
far outweigh striking a deal $%#th
the railroad.” .




‘ DAVIS COUNTY SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT
AND ENERGY RECOVERY SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT
" 650 East Highway 193/ Layton, Utah 84041

(801) 771-3032 / FAX: 771-8615

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

December 9, 1994

Denton Beecher

Zoning Administrator
Box Elder County
Courthouse

Brigham City, UT 84302

Re: Conditional Use Permit Application

Dear Mr. Beecher:

In order to provide for the desires of the legislative committee and to allow the newly-elected
county commissioners to address the issue, the District hereby requests that the Conditional Use
Permit Application as submitted by the Davis County Solid Waste Management and Energy
Recovery Special Service District, be removed from the December 15th meeting agenda and placed
on the January 19, 1995 meeting agenda.

If there are any changes in either the agenda or dates and times of the meetings, please inform the
District by calling my office at 771-3032. Otherwise, the District will expect that the Conditional
Use Permit Application has been removed from the December 15th meeting agenda and placed on
the January 19, 1995 meeting agenda.

Sincerely,

Waste Management and
pecial Service District

Davis County Soli
Energy Recovery

/eGrand W. Bitter, Director

LWB/SAR

cc: Rep. Eli Anderson
Rep. Marda Dillree
Chairman Robert Arbuckle
Vice-Chairman Kay Chandler
Mayor Lyle Nesson

Sandy/Lctiers-12/94
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