MINUTES
BOX ELDER COUNTY
PLANNING COMMISSION
OCTOBER 30, 2003
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The Board of Planning Commissioners of Box Elder County, Utah met in the Justice Courtroom of
the Historic County Courthouse, 01 South Main Street, Brigham City, Utah at 7:00 p.m,
OCTOBER 30, 2003. The following members were present constituting a quorum:

Richard Kimber Chairman

David Tea Member

Ann Holmgren Member The following Staff was present:

Theron Eberhard Member

Richard Day Member Garth Day County Planner
Clark Davis Member Elizabeth Ryan-Jeppsen Dept Secretary
Jon Thompson Excused

The session was called to order by Chairman Kimber at 7:00 p.m.

The Minutes of the regular meeting held on September 18, 2003 were given to the Planning
Commissioners prior to their meeting (October 30, 2003) for review. Chairman Kimber asked for a
Motion as to whether or not the Minutes should be accepted as written. Commissioner Tea made a
motion to approve the Minutes of the September 18, 2003 meeting as written and submit to the
Chairman_for his signature. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Davis and passed

unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

WILLIAM L. HUNSAKER (NICHOLAS) ONE-LOT SUBDIVISION, LOCATED AT OR
ABOUT 4540 WEST 11200 NORTH IN THE EAST GARLAND AREA

This one-lot subdivision is located in an area of the County that is currently un-zoned and contains
five and a half acres. The petitioner has established proof of all utilities with water being provided
by a private well on the property. As the petition appeared to be in accordance with the existing
subdivision ordinances and zoning requirements, Mr. Day recommended granting preliminary and
final approval at this time.

MOTION: A motion was made by Commissioner Davis to grant preliminary and final approval
for the William L. Hunsaker One-Lot Subdivision and submit to the chairman for his
signature. The Motion was seconded by Commissioner Eberhard and passed
unanimously.
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BONANZA ACRES ONE-LOT SUBDIVISION, LOCATED AT OR ABOUT 1305 WEST
13600 NORTH IN THE BOTHWELL AREA.

The petition for this one-lot subdivision was received before the moratorium went into effect in the
Bothwell Pocket area. This one-lot subdivision is in an area of the County that is currently un-zoned
and contains one acre with an existing home located on the property. The petitioner has proof of all
utilities and the application appears to be in accordance with the existing subdivision ordinances and
zoning requirements. Mr. Day recommended granting preliminary and final approval at this time.

MOTION: A motion was made by Commissioner Davis to grant preliminary and final approval
for the Bonanza Acres One-Lot Subdivision and submit to the Chairman for his
signature. The Motion was seconded by Commissioner Eberhard and passed
unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING

Citizens present at this meeting for the Public Hearing
Rocky Dugway Road Vacation Petition

Amy Hugie/Box Elder County Attorney Leon Johnson/Mantua
Richard L. Jeppsen/Mantua Phil Facer/Mantua
Doyle Hansen/Mantua Harvey Facer/Mantua
Larry Hansen/Mantua Kris Hansen/Mantua
Douglas R. DeFriezZMANTUA Richard N. Jeppsen/Mantua
Lynn Halling/Mantua Carol Hansen/Mantua
Frank S. Fullmer/Mantua Paul Hansen/Brigham City
Lynn Rindlisbacher/Bothwell Bruce Hansen/Mantua
Cari Doutre/The Leader Newspaper Tom Shivers/Brigham City
Randy Rasmussen/Mantua Micah Miles/Mantua
Jeffrey S. Packer/Brigham Tim Miles/Mantua
Rulon Nelson/Mantua Jean Johnson/Mantua
Mike Dunn/Brigham City Adam Packer/Brigham City
Kevin Jeppsen/Brigham City Katie Packer/Brigham City
Bryce H. Jeppsen/Mantua Jan Palmer/Mantua
Michelle Selman/Tremonton Roger Palmer/Mantua
Bret Selman/Tremonton Jane Davis/Brigham City
Fred Selman/Tremonton Steven Pease/Tremonton
Laura Selman/Tremonton Galen Kester/Brigham City
Robert Davis/Brigham City Sandy Kester/Brigham City
Valorie Stander/Bear River City Martin Southem/Garland
Planning & Zoning Scott Butler/Mantua
John Hurd/Mantna Jerry Mason/Brigham City
Robert Ash/Mantua Mayor Denton Beecher/Box Elder Co. Surveyor
Ben Boyce/Brigham City Etta Halling/Mantua Planning & Zoning
Jeff Farr/Mantua Kathy Roubidoux/Mantua Planning & Zoning
Bryce Farr/Mantua Darrell Duncan/Mantua
Blake Farr/Mantua DelBert Jensen/Mantua
Harper Johnson/Mantua Paul Jensen/Mantua
Pat Comarell/Planning Consultant Norman Hodges/Mantua
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Dennis W. Miller/Mantua Stephanie Bennett/Mantua

Cody Nicholas/Tremonton John Hillam/Perry

Sam Nicholas/Tremonton Joseph D. Hillam/Brigham City
Brett Bennett/Mantua Clyde Price/Brigham City
Melanie Jeppsen/Mantua Roland Stander/Bear River City

Chairman Kimber welcomed those citizens that had come for the Public Hearing and set the ground
rules for taking comments from them. No stringent time limits were set, but the Chairman asked that
comments be kept concise and not repetitive. The time was then turned over to Mr. Day to present a
Power Point Presentation, which addressed the petition concerning the Rocky Dugway Road. (A
copy of that presentation accompanies these Minutes).

At the conclusion of Mr. Day’s presentation, Chairman Kimber invited Bret Selman to address the
Planning Commission and those present regarding their petition to have this road vacated.

BRET SELMAN: (petitioner) talked about the classification of the ‘class B’ road.
Originally was a livestock trail (or driveway); therefore a County livestock driveway became a
County road with the passage of time. The road that accesses Cache County has always been
unlocked and numerous maps have shown that this road was a pack trail. Mr. Selman spoke
about the RS4277 road classification, which registers roads in a County with the State
indicating that they are existing roads. This ‘class B’ road crosses the county line into Cache
County and leaves the USA Forest Service at the same point. Cache County does not recognize
this road after it crosses the county line as being a road. (Mr. Day stated that this is correct in
that Cache County does not recognize this [Four Mile] as being a road. Cache County does,
however, recognize Three Mile. In 1978 the County Commission established the Access
Management Team, which inventories the roads within the County.) Because of this, the
petition did not include this road as they (the Selman’s) felt that it had always been closed
anyway. In 1952, Mr. Selman stated that his grandfather had placed the gate on this road that
was in existence, but used only as a livestock or pack trail, with everyone else using the Three
Mile Road [including the saw mills which hauled lumber from Three Mile into Mantua]. The
Selman’s property line comes to the County road, according to Mr. Selman. The fence is in
between the property line and the forest service property. Mr. Selman felt that a mistake had
been made by someone, (whether the County or another person), when this road was classified
as a ‘class B’ road from a private road. Mr. Selman’s understanding was that a ‘class B’ road
needed to have a gravel surface and be maintained, but did not feel that the road had ever been
maintained by the County nor had a County vehicle ever been on it.

Commissioner Eberhard asked if the petitioner could outline the reasons that they have for
requesting that this road be closed.

BRET SELMAN: (petitioner) the purpose of vacating this road is to prevent the spread of
noxious weeds, control soil erosion, reduce wildlife disturbance, reduce trespassing and
vandalism, and any liability issue that might arise.

As Denton Beecher, the County Surveyor, was not available, Mr. Day gave a background on the
road in question for this vacation. The map that is held by the County, which goes back to the 1878
survey, shows the road going over into Paradise and Cache County. The deed from September 1973
shows that the road has [been] moved about sixty-six feet north. (When Mr. Beecher returned to the
meeting, this was explained further)
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At this point Chairman Kimber turned the time over to the public for their comments on this petition,

JEFFREY PACKER: had a document that was found in the Probate Court records of
1856-1878. The record was dated December 4, 1865 a petition to the court which read:
“Petition to Court verbally by Lorenzo Snow and others for charter of wood, timber, and
poles in East Rocky Kanyon. Ordered by the Court said petition be granted on the following
terms ~ to wit that all persons performing five days faithful labor in making said Kanyon
road be entitled to a free pass. All others to pay 50 cts per load for single team of one yoke of
oxen, one span of mules or horses, all teams of more than one yoke of oxen or one span of
mules or horses, 75 cts per load. The following names were presented as being entitled to a
free pass” (A copy of the document is included in these Minutes showing the names of those
persons mentioned in the petition of 1865) Mr. Packer’s purpose in submitting this
document was to show that this road has been in existence since the mid-1860. OPPOSED
closure of this ‘public road’.

STEHANIE BENNETT: stated that she has a picture of the men building the Rocky
Dugway Road and was OPPOSED to it being closed.

MICHAEL DUNN: has worked with Congressman Jim Hansen for a number of years and
was OPPOSED to the closure of the Rocky Dugway Road. While working with
Congressman Hansen similar situations [or problems] were seen, when a private landowner
sought to close off a public access road and in effect create a private area for him or herself,
He stated that the RS4277 was created by federal law so that the public would have a right of
access, whether livestock, timber, essentially so that the west could be built. It was never
required that an RS4277 right-of-way be designated, but is something new that was
established during the Clinton Administration. He wanted to make clear that an RS4277 was
a guaranteed right-of-way and required no documentation.

DELBERT JENSEN: could not remember a gate being in the area and has ridden in the
area after the gate was supposedly put in in 1952. Had a map in his possession from the
forest showing many roads and could not understand why a road would be included if it were
not a road, but only a trail. Said that he had traveled these roads in vehicles that are not four-
wheel drive in the 30s-40s. He thought that it would be a good idea to control the access to
the area and the roads. He was OPPOSED to the closing of this road.

RANDY RASMUSSEN: did not believe that any of the reasons stated in Mr. Day’s
presentation were being served showing justification for closing a road. Felt that it was in the
interest of the public for recreational purposed to keep the road opened. OPPOSED to
closing the road.

KEVIN JEPPSEN: used the road in the last 60s (67-68) and at that time the gate was not
locked. Said that he had talked to the Forest Service and was told that there was no
agreement with anyone regarding the locking of the gate. Perhaps the property owner at that
time was told by the Forest Service that they could lock the gate on their property. Was
concerned that someone could lock off public property and make it part of their own
property. Interested in the access of the Rocky Dugway Road to Three Mile Canyon. Felt
that hunters in the area who were hunting on the private property were causing some of the
vandalism. Had a prepared statement, which is included with these Minutes. OPPOSED to
closing the road.
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DOUGLAS DEFRIEZ: has hiked up the Rocky Dugway Road and also ridden mountain
bike in the area and every time he goes up the road sees many others that are also using the
road for recreational purposes. Snowmobilers like to use the road and would be a shame to
close the road. OPPOSED to closing road.

MELANIE JEPPSEN: OPPOSED to having the road closed.

BEN BOYCE: representing Brigham City Corp with a letter from Mayor Christensen
(included with these Minutes). OPPOSED to closing the road.

ADAM PACKER: felt that it would be bad policy for the Planning Commissioners to vote
to close this road resulting in the area being reserved for a few individuals. A lot of
individuals have used the area creating family memories and is OPPOSED to closing the
road.

JOSEPH HILLAM: in 1969 began riding snowmobiles up through the Rocky Dugway
Road and couldn’t remember any locked gate; even as recently as ten years ago could not
remember a locked gate. Felt that the reasons that were stated by the petitioner for closing
the road were no different than could be applied to any other road in the County. If those
reasons were used to close this road then the entire County would be open to road closures.
Would be a dangerous precedent to set. Also opposed to closing the road for seasonal
purposes, but not opposed to using a method that would prevent inappropriate vehicles from
using the area in wintertime. OPPOSED to closing the road.

LYNN HALLING: felt that the Four Mile Road had always been a through road for the
people of Mantua. Browning family purchased the property from the city of Mantua and then
sold it to the Selman family, but before that time the road was a through road. When Four
Mile was closed then Three Mile started being used. Traveled the road in a *49 Dodge deer
hunting. Felt that is was unfortunate that there are those people who go up into the area and
create damage, as it reflects on everyone. Thought that if the gates were opened in the
wintertime, people wouldn’t use it because of the rocks. OPPOSED to closing the road.

MARTIN SOTHERN: referred to the road that was recently closed in Fielding that
accessed the Bear River. He had gathered over 100 signatures regarding the closure of that
road, but to no avail. Hoped that the Commission would look at this issue and realize that it
should not be closed at any time. OPPOSED to closing the road.

BRETT BENNETT: has had no problem going over this road on a four-wheeler. Didn’t
realize that the sign on the gate regarding no trespassing was incorrect as it accesses public
land. Felt that the sign was misleading and should be re-worded to state that the road is
public but the land to each side is private. OPPOSED to closing the road.

JAN PALMER: member of the Mantua Town Council and asked that the Planning
Commission remember all of the citizens of Box Elder County in making their decision.
OPPOSED to closing the road.

ROBERT ASH: Mayor of Mantua; aware of the vandalism that takes place, but also felt
that those same people vandalize other public and private property. Referred the Commission
to the Resolution that was passed by the Mantua Town Council on September 18, 2003. (A
copy is with these Minutes) OPPOSED to closing the road.
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JOHN HURD: resident of the area for thirty-three years and has used road to access Cache
County. Thought that the signs were misleading. Thought it wrong to have a gate on area
that would access Forest Service land. Maybe vandalism has been brought on by the
restriction placed by the landowners. Has hunted in the area for a number or years and now
that it is patrolled feels that it is a private hunting club for the landowners. Can understand
that for the private property, but does not feel that the public access should be restricted.
Also should be left open for evacuation is necessary and road should be improved, and
recreational areas should be open to public; that would help with cutting down on vandalism.
OPPOSED to closing of road

LEON JOHNSON: lifetime resident of Mantua (74 yrs). Residents have been able to
enjoy the Rocky Dugway area and leave cares behind. Would ride horse over Four Mile to
Paradise Creek [in his youth] to fish and never had a gate to unlock to access the area. Was
able to access the backside of Rocky Dugway and travel around to exit out at the point of the
road sheds in Sardine Canyon [during 30s and 40s]. OPPOSED to closing the road and
would also like to see Four Mile remain open.

JOHN HILLAM: resident of Perry and has enjoyed Rocky Dugway during wintertime and
has had safe recreation there with his family. Did not think that closing the area would stop
the spread of weeds, soil erosion, or disturbance of wildlife, as landowners themselves would
still add to those issues in their use of the area. Every time an area is closed off, someone
will find a way to access (illegally) with his or her motorcycles, dirt bikes, snowmobiles, etc.,
which increases the erosion in the area. Felt so strongly against the closure of the road that he
would invite the Selman’s to relinquish their petition. OPPOSED to closing of road.

ROLAND NELSON: born and raised in Mantua and has spent many hours on horseback
on Four Mile when the road was wide enough to accompany a vehicle and then eventually a
gate was put up and accepted by the public. After gate was in place the public would then
use Three Mile to access Paradise Creek. OPPOSED to closing the Rocky Dugway access
of the road.

DENNIS MILLER: member of the Mantua Volunteer Fire Department (Search and
Rescue). Concerned with alternate way to evacuate area in case of disaster -- earthquakes,
fire, HAZMAT, etc. Would be bad public policy to close a public access road for the interest
of a few private individuals. Has seen many more accidents over the past few years because
so many roads have been closed that were once used by recreational vehicles, forcing those
vehicles onto road where there is more traffic with larger vehicles. Has been stopped by the
locked gate when attempting search and rescue in the area. Would encourage the Planning
Commission to require that gate to be unlocked. OPPOSED to closing the road.

RICHARD JEPPSEN: his father used the road in the 30s; would support improvement
on the road, but OPPOSED to the closing of the road.

Chairman Kimber stated that the Planning Commission has very little control over the
maintenance of roads in the County.

SCOTT BUTLER: Mantua Town Council member. Was at first hearing when petition
was brought before the County Commission. Said that he saw very little evidence of
vandalism in the area. Thought that putting a “no trespassing”™ signs on Forest Service
property could be considered act of vandalism in and of itself. Said that the argument of this
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road being a cow trail could be used to describe many of the roads in Box Elder County, as
they (many) started out as cow trails. OPPOSED to closing the road.

NORMAN HODGES: thought that keeping the road open was important as it has year-
round use. OPPOSED to closing the road.

BOB DAVIS: teaches the class for off-road vehicles for youth and one of the concerns that
parents have is that their children will have a place to ride these vehicles. As this road has
been dedicated as a public road, the only thing that closing it would do is to allow private
landowners to keep people out of their property. By closing this road, access to public
property would be denied. Would like to see road kept open for snowmobiles. Can’t
understand why there has ever been a gate on a public road. OPPOSED to closing the road.

JEFF FARR: thought that the sign on gate was misleading. Could understand limiting use
in the winter although snowmobiles should still be altowed. OPPOSED to closing the road.

GALEN KESTER: has seen other roads in the State that have faced similar situations and
issues have been taken to the courts and have won in favor of the roads being left opened
even though Commissions have voted to close them. OPPOSED to closing the road.

At the conclusion of hearing comments from the public, Chairman Kimber asked the petitioner if they
would like to make any closing comments.

BRET SELMAN: (petitioner) listened to the comments that were made regarding
recreational uses in the area; no problem if users would stay on the road, but last year saw the
ex-mayor of Willard crossing over a no trespassing sign to access another area. If a former
elected official does not follow the rules, why would others? Snowmobiles are more
powerful now than in the past and can access many remote areas. Not good for the wildlife.
Talked about the CWMU (Cooperative Wildlife Management Unit) is in cooperation with the
public, DWR, and landowners. Has had to put in for a permit to hunt on own land.
Concerned about the recovery of the wildlife from bad weather and encroachment of public.
The soils in this area are less forgiving (clay soil). This petition is a preservation issue.
Riding a horse over this area is very different than riding a four-wheeler or snowmobile.

MOTION: A motion was made by Commissioner Davis to close the Public Hearing [at
8:56 p.m.] and allow the Planning Commissioners an opportunity to discuss
the pending issues. The Motion was seconded by Commissioners Holmgren
and Tea and passed unanimously.

During the break time, Mr. Denton Beecher was reached at his home and asked to come to the
meeting to answer any question that might arise concerning the description of said road.

ROCKY DUGWAY ROAD VACATION PETITION

Chairman Kimber called the Planning Commission meeting back into session at 9:13 pm.  The
Chairman invited the Commissioners to discuss the issues and reach a solution. Commissioner Tea
asked that Mr. Day show the portion of the Power Point Presentation that stated the criteria for
vacating the road. Mr. Day located those criteria that is in the County General Plan and reads as
follows:
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GENERAL PLAN — CRITERIA FOR VACATING A PUBLIC ROAD
%* A public road can be vacated if:
0 The road does not provide access to public and private lands
1t will not create a hardship for users if it is vacated
Land owners will accept all liability for its use
All property owners agree to being the only ones that will use said road
It is not traversable by conventional vehicles with four wheels
There is an alternate route which can better serve the area of concern

O 0O O OO0

Commissioner Eberhard asked about the criteria for keeping the road open; these were included in Mr.
Day’s staff review.

CRITERIA FOR KEEPING A CLASS D ROAD

Provides needed access to public and private lands.

Continues to provide a need for access to multiple use lands.

Is in a condition to allow travel by a conventional vehicle using four wheels.

Was established as per right-of-use law State Code 27-12-89.

Has not been vacated as per 27-12-90.

Liability will be the responsibility of the County as per county written policy. [If it (the
road) were a public road, then any liability issues would fall on the responsibility of the
County and not the private property owner of land adjacent to the road.]

A AR W~

Chairman Kimber asked Mr. Beecher to review the position of the road, the width of road in regards
to his research. Mr. Beecher went over the description of the property as recorded with Box Elder
County. The property north of the road is described as being owned by the Selman family. Mr.
Beecher said that the description that he gave was created in 1903 and has carried forth to all of the
transaction from that time. The property to the south of the road is owned by Willard Peaks Meadow
Properties. Mr. Beecher went on to state that the width of the road has never been included in either of
the property owner’s description since 1903.

Commissioner Davis asked Mr. Beecher to distinguish between a right-of-use road and defeat titled
road.

Mr. Beecher stated that a right-of-use road by State Statutes says that if you allow your public to
traverse your road for a period of ten consecutive years, then you have vacated and dedicated it to the
public. A defeat titled road states the ownership of the road in the name of the property, in this case in
the name of the County. Mr. Beecher also stated that there was a time when the entire section was in
the name of the County because of a tax sale (in approximately the 1930s). Commissioner Davis also
asked if the road could adverse back to the property owners. Mr. Beecher stated that he did not think
that once it was dedicated as a public access road that it could reverse back to the property owner. (He
said that he would submit to legal advise from the County Attorney for an official answer to that
question). If the road did convert back to the property owners on the north and south a new property
description would have to be created indicating ownership to the middle of the road by each owner.
Mr. Beecher went on to say that a survey that was written in the 1890s showed that the road existed
and was identified as a road to Paradise. In 1884, Nephi Anderson drew a map of the Little Valley
area and also showed the road going through the Cache Valley (but not necessarily a sixty-six foot
road at that time).
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Commissioner Holmgren asked about the liability of the Selman family if someone were on their
property and involved in an accident. County Attorney Amy Hugie stated that if the individual got off
of the County road and were on Selman’s private property without permission, that individual would
be charged with trespassing and the property owners would not be liable. Mr. Day stated that there is
a State Statute, which says that if a private property owner allows the public on their property and
DOES NOT charge a fee for the use, they (the property owner) are not liable. Commissioner Davis
mentioned the issues that were brought up by the public during the hearing and felt that the
Commissioners needed to also consider addressing those issue in any recommendation that they would
make. Those issues included: seasonal closure, signage, surveying whether a County road or not, the
removal of the lock on the gate and the opening of Four Mile. The Planning Commission’s
recommendation to the County Commission should also include recommendation on those issues.
Commissioner Eberhard also agreed with that suggestion, as did Chairman Kimber. Chairman Kimber
asked Jerry Mason if the Access Management Team had looked at the road classification as either
class B or D, but Mr. Mason stated that the AMT did not, but were concerned as to whether or not this
road was a public access, which they concluded it was. After some further discussion by the Planning
Commissioners the following motion was made.

MOTION: A Motion was made by Commissioner Eberhard to recommend to the County
Commission that they deny the petition of the Selman Family to vacate the road and
leave the road as it currently exists. The Motion was seconded by Commissioner Tea
and passed with four votes FOR and one vote AGAINST from Commissioner
Holmgren.

MOTION: A second Motion was made by Commissioner Eberhard to recommend to the County
Commission that they order the County Sheriff to remove the lock from the gate on the
Rocky Dugway Road. The Motion was seconded by Commissioner Tea and passed
with three votes FOR and two votes AGAINST from Commissioner Davis and
Commissioner Holmgren.

WORKING REPORTS

As none of the members from the West Corinne Community Planning Committee were present, the
following motion was made.

MOTION: A Motion was made by Commissioner Tea to table the discussion of the West
Corinne Community Plan Committee Recommendations until the November 20, 2003
meeting of the Planning Commission. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Holmgren and passed unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

FRED SELMAN: (petitioner) did not think that Mr. Beecher’s description of the
property was accurate and wanted to pursue further. Also said that they would be seeking
legal counsel and were not ready to let the issue rest.

JOHN HILLAM: thanked the Planning Commission members for their recommendation
which concurred with the majority of the public present at this public hearing,
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A Motion was made by Commissioner Holmgren to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m., all concurred

Passed and adopted in regular session this _ 20% _dayof November 2003.

Rich%d Kimber, Cha%’ an

Box Elder County
Planning Commission
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My name is Kevin G Jeppsen

I oppose the petition submitted to close the Rocky Dugway. I am a forty-six year
resident of Box Elder County and have been a public user of the Rocky Dugway for over
thirty years. The following are some key points I would like to make concerning this
issue. The Rocky Dugway has been designated and used by the public as a county road
for over one hundred years. The petition has been brought forward by landowners, that
for at least the past twenty-five years have gated and illegally locked the gate, blocking
public access to a portion of the county road and National Forest land for their personal
gain. There have also been signing issues in the area apparently to deceive the public as
to the right of way to three-mile canyon and the designation of a CWMA. The reasons
mentioned in the petition for vacating the road are backed by little if any evidence other
than a bag of shot off locks, which I would think you would expect if you where illegally
locking a gate. There is no liability to private landowners in the area for people traveling
on the road or even on their land unless they are charging for that access. The average
condition of the road has been consistent for the time of its existence, which is perfect for
the vehicles designed for, and used on the road. The bottom line for the purpose of this
petition appears to be for the personal gain of some landowners in the area at the expense
of the citizens of the county.

My last point would be that the people that are putting forth the effort and time to
preserve their right to use this road are not doing it to provide themselves an opportunity
to eommit vandalism, trespass, or abuse the right. They should be considered a valuable
tesoutce to landowners, law enforcement, and agencies in authority, to help control these
issues along with any others that are rampant in rural areas. Figuratively speaking there
is a lot of common ground between law abiding landowners and law abiding OHV
enthusiasts, we would all like to continue to use it and maintain it in an acceptable
manner. This is a prime opportunity to develop a coalition between landowners and OHV
enthusiasts against the real threat, trespassers, vandals, thieves and special interest groups
like the Sierra Club that have no local interest other than preventing all of us from
accessing and using our available resources.
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October 30, 2003

Box Elder County Planning Commission

Dear Commission Members:

The Rocky Dugway Road Closure Petition brings to the forefront the clash between public
interests and rights vs. private property interests and rights. Rocky Dugway provides public
access to National Forest land. The road crosses private property and some public users
choose to violate the law when they trespass or damage private lands in using the road.
Closing the road will not resolve these violations. Closing the road will lock out law abiding
citizens that responsibly access the National Forest. The future potential of the Shoshone
Trail network and it's connection to Cache County is greatly enhanced by Rocky Dugway.
The public right of way needs to be protected. Not only for economic reasons, but for
historical purposes as well as providing future access for succeeding generations.

The Box Elder County Access Management Team has researched this issue and their
recommendation should be implemented. On behalf of Brigham City | would ask that the
County Planning Commission deny the closure of any part of the Rocky Dugway Road and
encourage the Access Management recommendations for enforcement be carried out.

Sincerely,

LouAnn Christensen, Mayor

LCljce

PHONE: (435) 734-2001 <« P.O.BOX [005 - 20 NORTH MAIN, BRIGHAM CiTY, UTAH 84302



Resolution # 2003-09-18

A RESOLUTION OF THE MANTUA TCWN OPPOSING
THE PETITION TO VACATE THE ROCKY DUGWAY ROAD.

WHEREAS, The Town of Mantua has an intarest in protecting the health, safety, and generai
welfare of the ceople of Marntua, through the preservation and protection of
access to public 'ands; and

WHEREAS, The Rocky Dugway has been in existence for over 100 years providing oublic
access te public lands for generations; and

WHEREAS. Access management is an importart management tool in greserving and
maintaining public lands; and

WHEREAS, The Box Elder Courty Commission has adopted the Access Management Plan
which provides a foundation in prassrving beth individual property righits and the
publics right to access public lands; and

WHEREAS, This action to close access threatens a way of life that has besn refied ¢n for
generations; and

WHERAS, Tre Rocky Dugway a desigrated evacuarion route for the citzens of Man:ua in
the event cf the closure ¢f Box Elder Canyon; and

WHERAS, The Rocky Dugway area iz includecl in Mantua's Annexation Plan: ard

WHERAS, Tre Reeky Dugway is inclvded in Mantua's Trails Plan; ang

WHEREAS, The Mantua Town Council believes that following the Access Maragement plan

will ulsimately preserve the land and protect property swners rights for
generations tc come; and

WHEREAS, Stutting down generaticns-cld access through this petition is contrary t¢ gocd
working relationship the county has astablishad with the individual cities and
towns in Box Elder Ccunty.

NOW, THEREFCRE BE IT RESOLVED, that ths Mantua Town Council strongly oppeses any sflorts to
ciose the Hocky Dugway Road and limit access te pubiic lands.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Councii urges the good people of Box Eidsr County to join
together in preserving access 0 public lands, ard opocsing this ill conceived olan te clese the Rocky
Dugway Road.

PASSED AND ADOPTED thls 18™ day of Septeyom,
By: Rebert Ash /Kﬁ/{ % (Q{:
—

Mayor

a

Attest: Adriana Forsgreen Lt J2t .;’.’.(?/‘;(_/,JC
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