[bookmark: _GoBack]UINTAH RAILROAD SNIPPETS - April 2019
The Great Train Robbery of 1896 By Mark E. Stuart
Did you know that Uintah was the scene of one of the Wild West's four unsolved train robberies? On October 15, 1896 the Union Pacific Passenger/Mail Train #3 was held up in Uintah by an unknown person or persons. The robbery was sometimes blamed on Butch Cassidy and his Wild Bunch but this is unlikely. Whoever pulled off the robbery though did a Butch Cassidy copy- cat like crime. According to 1896 newspaper accounts, the robber probably caught the west bound train at Morgan or Peterson Rail Depot. As the train slowly approached Devils Gate just west of the Strawberry Water Tank, a man with a flour sack mask and a pistol slid into the engine and held up the engineer (Mr. Roland) and fireman (Mr. McFarland) who immediately stopped the train. The robber told the train to proceed and three miles west of Devils Gate ordered the train stopped. He then ordered Roland and McFarland to uncouple the passenger cars from the express car, mail car and engine. The robber had convinced the train crew and passengers that he had well- armed men covering the train and warned no harm would come to anyone if they all willingly complied with his orders. The robber then climbed into the engine and moved the engine another mile to the mouth of Weber Canyon. Here he attempted to blow open the express car with dynamite but failed in the attempt so he moved on to the mail car. Here the mail clerk willingly opened the door and the robber proceeded to ransack the mail car. While the robber's attention was focused on the mail car, Roland and McFarland hoofed it down the tracks as fast as they could to Uintah for help. The robber finally chose four large mail sacks, hopped off the train and disappeared into the brush near Hamre's Spring. No one was physically harmed in the robbery.
Immediately a posse was organized in Uintah and headed up Weber Canyon in search of the outlaw/outlaws. It was a futile effort as no-one was apprehended although they did find the robbers mask and some clothing in the brush. The Union Pacific was notified by telegraph of the robbery and immediately offered a $1000.00 reward for any information about the robbery. They also quickly sent out special agents to help with the investigation. The search continued for several days with no luck
The next day, a young boy playing in an abandoned building in Uintah only three hundred yards from the Uintah Post office/Train Depot discovered four empty mail sacks and scattered un-cashable checks and registered mail.
It appears the robber made his way to Uintah where he ditched the un-useable mail and then caught a train heading west to Ogden or east to Wyoming. Maybe he even waved from the train to the very law officers out searching for him? The outlaw was never apprehended. It was believed the robber got away with ca. $3600.00 (A small fortune in those days). It was later revealed that the robber in his haste had overlooked a package bound for San Francisco containing $35,000.00.

Throughout 1897-98 Utah newspapers were a buzz with any information about the train robbery. Two suspects, James True and Thomas Hobbs were later arrested in Nevada in connection with the Uintah robbery but were not charged and later released when their alibis were proven true by numerous witnesses. Both True and Hobbs were former Union Pacific employees and knew much about railroad operations but were proven innocent of the crime. Much later, a Mr. Foley, an inmate of a Utah Jail told investigators that he heard a Mr. D.W.Snider (alias Wilson) a well- known Utah outlaw brag about the Uintah train robbery. At the time Mr. Snider was serving time in the Montana Deer Lodge prison for counterfeiting but had been released and his where-bouts at the time was unknown. He was later arrested for horse stealing in Montpelier Idaho but escaped before Utah authorities could extradite him for questioning. To this day the Uintah Train robbery of 1896 remains unsolved.
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