
Nate, 
 
I would like to nominate Colton Manning as Referee and Staff Member.  This kid is amazing, in the 17 years I have 
been doing this there has only been 1 other person that has even come close to his excellent performance.  The 
coaches, kids and parents love him.  When he is officiating a game, he is always coaching and teaching.  He listens 
as coaches or parents call out a player’s name, so when he helps a player or talks to them during a game he can 
address them by their first name.  He also makes it a priority to know the coaches first name, so when he talks with 
them it is more personal and respectful. 
 
After a game one of our more vocal grand-parents approached me.  I was thinking, “now what.”  He pointed at 
Colton and said, “Whatever you are paying that young  man you need to double it”.  One night a coach was stuck in 
traffic on the freeway and was not able to coach his team.  Colton stepped in and coached.  The next day I received 
an email from a parent that said.  “My children have been playing Jr Jazz for years , and that was the best coach 
they have had.  He was so patient and was always helping them understand the game and teaching them how they 
could improve”. 
 
He is not only a good person, but a really good official.  Colton is only 17, but is confident in his calls and sticks with 
them.  He never engages in dialog with fans or coaches in a negative way and never lets them get under his 
skin.  He will listen to a coach’s concerns and is never disrespectful to them.  
 
For the reasons stated above, I feel Colton manning is very deserving of this award. 
 
Kelly Ross 
West Point City 

 

 
 

Jr Jazz covers 6 states, over 55,000 participants, 110 programs, over 7,000 teams, over 2,000 referees. 

1 Referee of the year, WEST POINT’S   own Colton Manning. 


