
ball headed pins—quilting pins are 
the most user friendly and certainly 
worth a  few more dollars 

A magnetic pin holder is the very 
best way to access and store your 
pins. There are many kids available.

   YOUR BASIC 
SEWING TOOLS

disc type (above) and wand 
type (below) pin holder are a 
few types of magnetic pin 
holders. 

soft measuring tape (above)  and 
small ruler type hem gauge (right)  are 
essential. and inexpensive tools!

marking tools such as chalk 
markers (below) or air 
disappearing & washable ink 
markers are great. Sometimes a 
plain old pencil will suffice.White 
chalk shows up well on dark 
fabrics and colored marking tools 
show up on white or light colored 
fabrics. 

seam ripper—gotta have 
it! This smallest and least 
expensive model is my 
favorite! 

SHARP scissors are necessary  
for cutting fabric! An extra pair of   
house hold scissors (that aren't so 
wonderful and sharp) are a good 
extra pair to have in your sewing 
tool kit, for cutting other things 

safety pins are simple 
way to sed to thread 
elastic or drawstrings 
though casings. Have 
several sizes in your 
sewing tool kit. 



Additional very helpful items for 
your SEWING TOOL KIT

Some of the best extras to have 
in your sewing tool kit are good 
quality hand sewing needles 
and  Thread Magic or beeswax 
to help keep thread from 
tangling (when you must do a 
little necessary hand sewing of 
complete a project )

A traditional tomato pincushion is great for 
holding hand sewing needles, safety pins, 
and sewing machine needles which keeps 
them handy and  them separates from your 
sewing pins—which is a good thing! 

Awesome" Stick-ums” In addition to pinning things together so they don’t slip out of place 
before you can get them sewn together there are a few super handy products that are 
amazingly helpful  to temporarily stick things together.  I’ve pictured  several  below:  a fabric 
glue stick, Stitch Witchery (or other brand ) fusible web tape (Stitch Witchery and other brand 
fusible web is also sometimes available  in yardage form)  and Washday Wonder Tape.. Check 
the package  carefully to be sure the product you choose can be sewn through so the adhesive 
on the product won’t gum up your sewing machine needle! These same products may be made 
by several different notions companies so, again, read the package carefully and ask for help if 
you’re not sure of what you're getting.



Your sewing machine requires several important 
items to function.You must have the proper bobbins, 
needles, presser foot (feet)  and thread.

BUTTONHOLE FOOT—your machine will likely have a 
foot like one of these. The one on the left is for a 
machine that has 4 step  buttonhole  making feature 

and  and the other is for a machine that has an automatic 

Always use best quality thread for 
best results. Mettler, Gutermann 
and Coats & Clarks brands are 
the best known quality thread 
brands. They will also help keep 
your machine in better running 
order. Lower quality thread often 
shreds and leaves excess lint in 
the bobbin area of your machine 
as you sew. The lint  build up can 
affect your machine’s 
performance, eventually cause 
jam ups, and lint can actually 
travel inside your machine  away 
from the bobbin area and mess 
up its in workings requiring 
expensive repairs

Using quality sewing machine 
needles can also greatly affect  
your sewing machine’s 
performance. Schmetz brand 
needles are best quality, but there 
are 

Your machine likely has important 
accessories that came with it such as the 
correct bobbins, several types of pressure feet 
(such as a general  all purpose foot, zipper foot, and 
perhaps a  buttonhole  foot, etc. There are many 
more kinds, and your may have a few more but 
these I’ve mentioned are the ones you’ll likely use 
the most. If you don’t have them for your machine  
you’’ll likely want to check into getting them for your 
machine. Below: left: all purpose foot, right—zipper 
foot. Appearance of these feet may vary from 
machine to machine. 

Important for your machine
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