
Tropic Town Planning Commission Meeting 

 

Minutes of the Tropic Town Planning Commission Meeting 

Held Tuesday, January 4, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. in the Tropic Town Heritage Center 

 
PRESENT: Travis LeFevre, Gene Anderson, Dennis Pollock, Ginger Poteet  

 Town Clerk – Lacy van Rij  

 

OTHERS:  Carl & Kaye Shakespeare   

 

CALL TO ORDER: Travis LeFevre 

 

MINUTES APPROVAL: No approval of minutes 

 

AGENDA APPROVAL: A motion was made by Kent Johnson to approve the agenda with the 2nd by Dennis 

Pollock ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Kay Shakespeare –   Possible Bed & Breakfast  

Kay & Carl Shakespeare were inquiring about the possible options of their property.  Discussion was about 

where the property is located, concerning the zoning laws.  There are two properties between them and the 

highway.  There is currently one home on the property.  Travis called out that a vacation rental has to be in the 

commercial zone due to the ordinances.  Carl asked if they are agricultural or residential.  Dennis mentioned 

that if the land sat next to agricultural, they may be able to get a variance, but since they are next to residential, 

that is not an option. Carl said that one the East side of the property is agricultural. It was mentioned that the 

zoning map would need to be consulted.  Carl asked if it’s possible that the property can be used as a B & B and 

the rules concerning that were gone over, such as the manager has to live on site anytime there are guests at the 

house. They also thought about keeping it for personal use for kids and grandkids or a long-term rental. This 

would require renting the property for over 30 days.   They are also looking at possibly changing the house into 

a duplex.  The ordinances applying to that option were gone over, enough square yardage, another water meter 

and sewer.  Dennis suggested that they get with the county inspector to go over the requirements for both a 

B&B and a long-term rental.  They want to find exactly what the property is zoned as so they can choose the 

best option. Travis mentioned if they change to agricultural zoning there may be back taxes.  Carl brought up 

that its on green belt.  It was asked how many acres they have and Carl mentioned that it was two parcels and is 

combining into one. Dennis went over an option to split.   They are going to consider options and come back 

when they are ready to move forward.  The Shakespeare’s then excused themselves from the meeting.  

+ 

 

Lacy van Rij – Dog Kennel license –  

Lacy wanted to get her Dog Kennel license approved.  At this time, they have 4 dogs in an agricultural zone.  It 

is not currently a business but may become one in the future.   Travis confirmed that they zoning is agricultural.  

Dennis mentioned that if the new ordinances will be adopted, they would apply retroactively. Travis mentioned 

that if a business is perused, Lacy would need to go through the correct channels to get that going.  Travis asked 

if Lacy wanted approval on the dog license tonight, and Dennis mentioned again that any new ordinances would 

be apply.  Travis went over a few things that might be enacted, such as fencing, noise, etc.  Dennis said that this 

would be considered a residential kennel and a commercial business kennel license would be needed if the 

business moved forward.  Travis asked if there were any other questions.   Dennis made the motion that the 

Kennel license be approved, Ginger seconded and the motion carried. 

 

 

Lacy’s second question was to inquire about the possibility of turning her RV into a nightly rental once her 

house is completed.  Dennis said no that to have an RV it would need to be in a RV park.  Travis said that this 



would be prohibited in both an agricultural and residential zone. Lacy then asked if she made it a permanent 

fixture, would it be allowed.  Travis said possibly, but there are other rules in Tropic that you cannot put an RV 

on to permanent foundation over 7 or 8 years old.   

  

Dennis mentioned that Tiny homes also need to be addressed as they would be considered RV’s unless they are 

permanently set into a foundation. 

 

In closing, Travis mentioned a few things.   

• He will be moving on and is looking for recommendations for the new chair for the Planning 

Commission and other members for the PC.  He is hoping Gene will stay as the council liaison. He 

brought up Tracy Johnson, Brook, Brandon Baugh, Jason or LaRee Bybee have mentioned interest.  

Dennis is not sure he can be to all of the meetings, but thinks that having alternates would be a good 

idea.   

Travis asked for a motion to adjourn, Dennis made the motion, Kent 2nded and the motion carried to close the 

meeting.  

 

 

 


