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The holidays are here! And we're celebrating with a newsletter that entertains
and informs. Read our interview with Pete Wernick and learn about his early
days with the Denver Folklore Center and what he's doing now. Then we offer
some gift ideas for you or the musician in your life. Watch our Banjo Buyer's
Guide! Our music teacher spotlight shines on Spencer Crawford, who plays no
less than eight instruments. Plus, we have McSpadden mountain dulcimers and
Taylor "American Dream" series guitars. Let's get started!



12/5/21, 1:05 PM Notes from the Denver Folklore Center - December 2021

https://mailchi.mp/c5d9641eca0d/notes-from-the-denver-folklore-center-may-2020-newsletter-4916557 2/9

Friend of the Denver Folklore Center: Pete Wernick

Pete Wernick has a lot of musical
feathers in his cap. Not only is he a
respected teacher, author and a
founding member of the acclaimed
bluegrass band Hot Rize, he’s also a
Friend of the Denver Folklore Center.

In fact, his connection to the store
goes way back to the early days. “I
should have kept my original
Swallow Hill membership card. That
would have been special. The
number on it was either 002 or 007,
I'm not sure which, but I remember it
started with two zeroes. 

"I’ve been a member since they
started, coming out of the ashes of
the original Denver Folklore Center.
Harry Tuft created a legacy for the
whole community that makes Denver

Pete's band Hot Rize formed in 1978
and some of their first gigs were at
the Denver Folklore Center. “We
opened for Doc Watson and the
recording of that was our demo. We
were hot to launch ourselves as a
national act. Both Tim and I had
records out and that’s how Hot Rize
got launched. It grew out of the fertile
soil of the Denver Folklore Center. 

“When Swallow Hill emerged, it
fulfilled some of the same functions
of the Folklore Center - the concert
hall, lessons were so important as a
hub for musicians. And that’s how I
got to know the people in the band." 

Keep reading our interview with Pete
HERE.

https://www.denverfolklore.com/module/news/10852/pete-wernick---friend-of-the-dfc
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an important place on the map of folk
music. And Swallow Hill is now
responsible for a large share of that.
How great!”

Banjo 101: Buyer's Guide

Lookin' for a new banjo for yourself or someone special? Let Jeff from the store
tell you about the general differences between banjos in our Banjo 101: Buying
Guide. He discusses the differences between open back and resonator banjos,
and what you get with an entry-level versus a high-end banjo.

Watch it HERE. And while you're there, subscribe to our YouTube Channel! 

https://swallowhillmusic.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4KiT79PQEA
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The Denver Folklore Center carries a wide selection of guitar and other musical
instrument accessories that would make wonderful gifts for you and your
favorite musician.  

See some of our large inventory of straps, tuners, capos, strings, music books,
Black Mountain thumb picks, Taylor guitar pick box (with nine Taylor picks), gift
cards and more HERE. Or stop by the store and let us help you knock a few
items off your shopping list!

https://www.denverfolklore.com/gift-cards.htm
https://www.denverfolklore.com/accessories.htm


12/5/21, 1:05 PM Notes from the Denver Folklore Center - December 2021

https://mailchi.mp/c5d9641eca0d/notes-from-the-denver-folklore-center-may-2020-newsletter-4916557 5/9

Taylor's American Dream Series Guitars

Named after the guitar shop where Taylor Guitars was founded in 1974, the
American Dream series reflects the principles of innovation and
resourcefulness that Taylor is famous for. 

Today, making music is more important than ever and Taylor wants to appeal to
working musicians at every level. So, they packed all the essential ingredients
of a great guitar into a pro-level instrument and made it more accessible with
the American Dream Series. 

With these guitars Taylor introduced the lowest-priced solid-wood, US-made
guitars with their V-Class bracing and signature playability. These essential,
versatile guitars deliver premium performance, while the appointments are
streamlined to fit their function. They have everything you need, and nothing
you don’t.  

See our selection HERE. 

(photo source: taylorguitars.com)

https://www.denverfolklore.com/shop/Instruments/Guitar/Taylor.htm
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What People Are Saying About Us

"Contender for one of the best guitar shops I've been to. Good selection of
acoustic instruments and the staff was very friendly and knowledgeable. Spent
a good amount of time noodling on various guitars and came home with one I
love. Would recommend this store to anyone looking for a high-quality acoustic
instrument." - T.S. 
 

Music Teacher Spotlight - Spencer Crawford

Spencer Crawford is one of our
recommended music teachers. He

Spencer gets a kick out of watching
his students grow as musicians. “I
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teaches (and plays) guitar, mandolin,
banjo, accordion, and sometimes
fiddle, ukulele, percussion, and
piano/keyboard. And he teaches all
age groups - “My youngest students
have been around six and my oldest
students about 88.” 
  
Spencer took music lessons from
age eight to eighteen, then became
a music teacher himself. And he
knows music is not only good for the
soul - “People should take music
lessons for a multitude of reasons.
Music activates parts of the brain
that aren’t used elsewhere in life. So,
music is one of the ultimate ways to
expand one's mind.” 
  
His path to teaching music began
when he was nineteen years old in
his hometown of Topeka, Kansas at
Supersonic Music. “I think my friend
Dan Corwin helped refer me
because we also worked at a health
food store at the time. I taught in
Kansas for about four-and-a-half
years before moving to Colorado in
2011."

love seeing my students' music
abilities and knowledge evolve over
time, especially when they get to the
point they can improvise, write songs
or even start their own bands.” 
  
When he’s not teaching (or playing
music in his bands That Damn
Sasquatch and Spencer Erik
Crawford Band) he enjoys listening
to a variety of music – “I really like
good high-energy extended play live
recordings. These days I like playing
funky music, zydeco and all kinds of
roots music, anything from Prince to
the Osborne Brothers.” 
  
Want to learn more about taking
lessons? Spencer teaches mostly
group lessons at Swallow Hill Music,
one-on-one private lessons at
Flesher Hinton Music and some
online lessons as well. Folks can get
in touch by email or phone: 785-969-
8407. Read more about Spencer
HERE.

http://www.thatdamnsasquatch.com/
http://www.spencererikcrawford.com/
https://swallowhillmusic.org/team/spencer-crawford/
https://flesherhinton.com/FHMC/lessons
mailto:spencer.crawford2010@yahoo.com
https://www.denverfolklore.com/spencer-crawford-music-teacher-guitar-mandolin-banjo-accordion.htm
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McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers

McSpadden has been building mountain dulcimers since 1962. Because they
use time-honored ways of working wood, they build instruments rich in
tradition as well as up-to-the-minute in technical detailing. For decades
McSpadden dulcimers have been played by award-winning folk music artists,
but they're not just for professional musicians. These instruments are affordable
and fairly easy to learn to play. And they'd make a great holiday gift!
  
See our McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers HERE.

Contact Us

https://www.denverfolklore.com/shop/Instruments/Dulcimer.htm
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Denver Folklore Center

1893 S Pearl Street

Denver, CO 80210

Phone: 303-777-4786

Email: info@denverfolklore.com

Website: denverfolklore.com

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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