
 

African and Oriental Ltd, The Gate Business Centre, Keppoch Street, Cardiff, CF24 3JW United Kingdom 
info@orientafrica.com www.orientafrica.com +44 1291 580 953 

ATOL 11406 ABTOT member no 5368, UK Company number 08051064 NAUI Instructor Trainer 55855 PADI Instructor 601448  

Join Seminole Scuba ST HELENA DIVE (7) Expedition 2022 

 

 

 

 
 
St Helena is absolutely unique, there is no other way to describe it. The adventure starts when you 
board the Embraer Jet in Johannesburg to fly to the rock in the Atlantic Ocean. You will explore 
Britain’s most impressive and most remote island: the sub-tropical sea fortress of St Helena. A place 
where you can sit outside a British pub, having a cup of tea while a traditional bobby walks his beat. 
Then you can pull on your scuba set and jump into the water and dive with enormous devil rays, just 
off the sea wall.  After diving you can swim with whale sharks, and end your day with the finest wine 
and food at the Mantis Hotel. 
 

 
 
 

 

St Helena Highlights 

 St Helena has schooling whale sharks for 5 months of the year 
 Our luxury hotel is set in old East India Company officers’ quarters 
 St Helena has wrecks and reefs and rock ridges which are packed full of fish  
 The island hosts a multitude of flora and ecosystems due to its unique position 
 St Helena is home to Napoleon’s first grave and house. Now a museum 
 There is so much more to see than diving, the island is literally unbelievable 
 St Helena is British, and so the island is absolutely peaceful and good value 
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The African and Oriental Company invites you to join Seminole Scuba to dive St Helena on the 25th 
February - 5th March 2022.  A 7 days tour with a private extension to Victoria Falls & Hwange 

National Park (Zimbabwe) afterwards. 
 
The Diving in St Helena is like 
nothing on earth. Imagine a 
volcanic rock that rises 
thousands of metres from the 
seabed in the middle of the 
Atlantic Ocean and breaks 
the surface. This creates a 
marine environment beyond 
compare. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 This tour has been specially designed for you. It includes a night in Johannesburg next to the 
airport prior to flying to the island. We will make sure you all have a wake up call so you don’t 
miss this once a week flight. This 7day package includes transfers to the Mantis Hotel on St 
Helena, two dives a day for 5 days, 1 whale shark tour, 2 afternoon dives, 2 group dinners and 
an extensive island tour. We have planned this very carefully to allow you to see the best of the 
island, which means a midweek tour to see the emperor Napoleon’s grave and house. The tour 
is fully escorted, which means there is someone there to take care of any minor detail at all 
times. 
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ITINERARY 
TOUR STARTS:     Johannesburg 25th    February 2022 (Friday evening) 
TOUR ENDS:        Johannesburg 5th      March 2022      (Saturday evening) 
EXTENSION STARTS:  Johannesburg 5th      March2022       (Saturday evening) 
EXTENSION ENDS:  Johannesburg 11th   March 2022     (Friday evening)  
 

       
 
DAY 1 FRIDAY 25th February 2022 – PM: Rendez-Vous 
ARRIVE JOHANNESBURG (O.R. TAMBO) AIRPORT- FLIGHT OWN ARRANGEMENT 
Overnight at Airport Travelodge OR TAMBO AIRPORT and meet the member of your dive group. 
Meals: own arrangements in hotel or in town.  
 
DAY 2 SATURDAY 26th February 2022    
FLY JNB to ST Helena (09:00hrs) 
Walk across to the terminal building and check in to Airlink Flight to St Helena 
Fly to St Helena. 
Arrive St Helena Airport, transfer to The Mantis Hotel. 
Meet and greet Dive Team and briefing with welcome drink 
http://www.orientafricatravel.com/diving-tours/st-helena 
Overnight in double or twin room at the Mantis Hotel 
Group Dinner included at hotel (1)  
www.mantiscollection.com  
 
DAY 3 SUNDAY 27th February 2022 
DIVING 2 guided dives in the morning www.stadventures.com  
Lunch at local sandwich bar (own arrangements) 
Dinner Own arrangements or join group 
Overnight in double or twin room Mantis Hotel 
 
DAY 4 MONDAY 28th February 2022   
DIVING 2 guided dives in the morning  
Lunch at local sandwich bar (own arrangements) 
Whale Shark Snorkel tour (1)  
Dinner Own arrangements or join group 
Overnight in double or twin room Mantis Hotel 
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DAY 5 TUESDAY 1st March 2022 
DIVING 2 guided dives in the morning  
Lunch at local sandwich bar (own arrangements) 
1 afternoon guided dive (1) 
Group Dinner Included (2)  
Overnight in double or twin room Mantis Hotel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY 6 WEDNESDAY 2nd  March 2022 
DIVING 2 guided dives in the morning  
Lunch at local sandwich bar (own arrangements) 
1 afternoon guided dive (2)  
Dinner Own arrangements or join group 
Overnight in double or twin room Mantis Hotel 
 
DAY 7 THURSDAY 3rd  March 2022   
LAND TOUR TAKING IN ENTIRE ISLAND OF ST HELENA 
Including Napoleons Grave, Dianas’ peak, rest at Sandy Bay for picnic, Turks’ Head viewpoint. 
Overnight Mantis Hotel 
 
DAY 8 FRIDAY  4th March 2022   
DIVING 2 guided dives in the morning  
Lunch at local sandwich bar (own arrangements) 
Whale Shark Snorkel Tour (2)  
Overnight in double or twin room Mantis Hotel 
LAST NIGHT SPECIAL GROUP DINNER INCLUDED 
 
DAY 9 SATURDAY 5th March 2022    
Breakfast in hotel St Helena island & Transfer to Airport St Helena Island  
FLY: ST Helena to Johannesburg (13:00hrs) ARRIVE JNB +- 22:00hr 
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DAY 9 CONTINUED:   
Arrive Johannesburg SATURDAY 5th March 2022 22:00 PM 
Upon arrival at Johannesburg International Airport please make your way to immigration again and 
collect your bags. Your overnight accommodation is in the Airport City Lodge again. If you had any 
luggage stored here in the hotel, or in the airport, please collect it or hand over your dive gear to be 
stored now. Overnight accommodation is in a twin or double room, ensuite, B&B (included) in 
Johannesburg Airport Hotel. 

Day 10 SUNDAY 6th March 2022  After breakfast please 
make your way to the airport again, towards Terminal B for 
check in procedures for your regional flight to Victoria Falls, 
Zimbabwe. This flight takes about 1 hour and if the Falls are 
big enough, you will see the spray from the window of the 
plane. There are multiple flights a day – we aim to book you 
on the 09:00 AM flight, so you have ample time to get to 
your hotel and the Falls. Upon landing 
in Victoria Falls, a visa for Zimbabwe is 

easily available at the immigration desk.  

Outside the very small airport, the Lodge vehicle will meet your group and 
drive you to Victoria Falls town centre itself. This is a mere 10 minute drive. 
You are accommodated at the Cresta Spray View Lodge, in double or twin 
rooms, ensuite. The hotel is spacious, with a lovely pool, bar, great restaurant 
and old-style friendly atmosphere.  

You have till 4PM to explore the town and shops and markets, or relax around 
the lodge. At 4 PM a transfer vehicle will collect you all to board a classic vessel and cruise the 
Zambezi River – while the sun sets and you enjoy a drink, you will spot your first animals of Africa 
like hippo, crocodile, sometimes elephants on the banks, and numerous birds. The cruise takes 
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about 2 to 2.5 hours and local guides will point out various sights. A transfer then takes you back to 
the hotel and you have a choice where to have dinner or drinks. Overnight at the Cresta Spray View 
Hotel.   

 
Day 11 Monday 7th March 2022    
A second full day in and around Victoria Falls. We suggest you take this day to be filled in as you like 
– we can always help with any additional arrangements, but experience has taught us that most 
people have different ideas on how to enjoy Victoria Falls the most.  
 
You have the option to:  Enter the Falls National Park on the Zim side and see the Falls from this 
angle. Or choose to walk on and step onto the bridge over the gorges and watch the boiling river 
below you; see the little train cross and enjoy the scenery of this historic site. If more active, do a 
kayak tour on the river, visit the iconic colonial-era Victoria Falls Hotel itself for tea or G&Ts; if you 
are sure-footed then join an expert and climb around the insides of the famous bridge;  and at 
the end of the day choose any location in town for lunches or dinners.  
 

Further afield:  There are a range of activities to join from either the Zimbabwe side or the Zambia 
side. With your passport in hand, you can cross the bridge on foot and enter Zambia for the day. 
Enter the Falls Park on the Zambia side and see the Falls from a completely different perspective 
from the Zambia side. Climb down towards the Boiling Pot, or grab a taxi from the bridge into 
Livingstone, the little town on the Zambian side. Have a lovely afternoon tea in the Royal Livingstone 
Hotel, on a quiet stretch of the river banks and return to Zimbabwe at the end of the day.  

You can even, if so inclined, book yourself a helicopter or ultralight flight over the Falls, do a bungee 
jump, or go on a rafting tour for the day (all at your own risk!). All of those can be booked and 
arranged either in advance, or at the hotel locally.   

Lunches and dinners today are your own arrangements. Overnight is again at Cresta Spray View 
Lodge in Zimbabwe.  
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Day 12 Tuesday 8th March 2022   

After an early breakfast, the safari vehicle (s) will pick you up at the Cresta Spray View Lodge. 
The road transfer to Hwange NP starts early in the morning and as soon as you leave the small 
town, you are right in the bush. This part is a well-kept tarmac road, and soon you will see the 
real African savannah and miombo areas (woodlands) stretching out to the horizon, all around 
you. A few huts are dotted amongst the trees and the aptly named hamlet of HalfWay House is 
indeed half way down towards the park. After about 3 to 3.5 hours you reach the Park gates and 
enter the Park itself. Another hour to slowly make your way towards the Camp and you will 

reach just after lunch, early afternoon.  

*animals move freely and parks have no fences. This means you will see 
game some time before reaching the actual park boundaries. And as 
soon as you are inside, your car will slow right down. Expect to see 
zebra, gazelle, elephant, giraffe, baboon, various bird, wildebeest, and 
maybe even Kudu and antelope on your way to the Lodge.  

Accommodation is at Bomani Camp, in tented rooms, with ensuite 
(western style) facilities. Check in, have tea and a snack, and once the sunset hours start, you 
head out for a first, classic game viewing drive until sunset. Animals will gather around the 
water sources and so the guides will choose the perfect spot for you to watch and enjoy. As the 
colors change and fade, the animals will come and go and you drive slowly to sighting areas, or 
simply sit and watch it happen.  You have to return to the Lodge by dark, where drinks and 
dinner will be ready for your group.  The guides will brief 
you on the next day and the options available to you.  

You are accommodated in large, canvas tented rooms, with 
ensuite bathrooms and the meals and drinks are served in the 
main building (partly tented, with viewing deck, small pool 
and bear area). Bomani Camp, Hwange National Park.   
 
Day 13 & Day 14:  Wednesday 9th & Thursday 10th March 2022   

The Bomani Camp is located near the Nehimba floodplains, a perfect place to roam for game viewing 
drives in the green season of March (or late Feb).  

You have 3 nights here in the camp in total, and these nights are all full board, all activities included.  
This means you can do game drives in open vehicles morning and evening, join the rangers on a 
guided walk, see how the water pumps are kept working for the elephants from a below-ground 

level hide, go on a horseback riding tour, or visit some of the villages that 
the camp and Safari company work with in the Hwange area.  
 
Game drives and other activities are operated in open cars with only your 
own group members in them. So you have the full use of the car and the 

assistance of the guides.  When going on game drives, you can be assured to see buffalo, kudu, 
giraffe, zebra, and a stunning number of birds. If lucky, meet and follow the prides of lion that made 
the park their home. Crocodiles can be found in the water holes and it is enormous fun to watch the 
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antics of various animal species all competing for the water 
when coming to drink.  Whenever you go out, please 
remember that just before dusk you must leave the bush. 
You need to be in the lodge by dark – and darkness comes 
quickly in Africa.   

All meals are included. The camp has a small pool to cool off 
in during the hot hours and electricity is available during the 
morning, lunch and evening times. Meals are served in a 
communal dining tent, and while in the camp premises, you will have frequent smaller furry visitors 
come right close up – so enjoy those lazy afternoon hours and count the birds and beetles and little 
meerkat or jackals. In the morning, ask a guide to show you the prints and learn what came close 
during the night. www.imvelosafarilodges.com  
 
Day 15– Friday 11th March 2022 After your inspiring stay in the bush, it is back to Victoria Falls 
Airport with a road transfer out of the park (4 to 5 hours) to catch the afternoon flight to 
Johannesburg. You will need to leave the camp early in the morning and head towards the main 
gates, then Halfway House and back to Victoria Falls itself, to eventually reach the airport at Victoria 
Falls.  
 
We have set up this itinerary with you travelling on the afternoon flight (VFA – JNB) meaning you 
have time to cover this distance in a relaxed manner.  
 
The flight will take you back to Johannesburg and depending on your international flight out, you can 
opt for another overnight in the airport hotel in Johannesburg or connect to an international late-
night departure that same evening from JNB to the USA.  
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RATES 

For Saint Helena – diving package $ 3699 
For Hwange Park extension (incl Vic Falls)- $ 3699 
 
Combined PACKAGE PRICE including both parts $6898 
 
Package for Saint Helena includes: 
1 night in the City Lodge hotel Johannesburg Airport.  
Flights Johannesburg- St Helena- Johannesburg.  
Airport Transfers on St Helena island 
10 guided dives, tank and weights 
2 Afternoon guided single dives 
1 afternoon Whale Shark Snorkel Tour 
1 full day Land tour in St Helena 
Shared accommodation in the Mantis Hotel St Helena including breakfasts 
2 group dinners in St Helena   
 
Package for Hwange National Park extension includes:  
1 night in Johannesburg Airport Hotel on B&B basis (after St Helena)  
Flight Johannesburg – Victoria Falls – Johannesburg  
Road transfer Victoria Falls airport to Victoria Falls town & hotel 
2 nights B&B, in Victoria Falls Cresta Spray Hotel 
1 evening river cruise on the Zambezi with transport included  
Transfer from Cresta Spray Hotel to Hwange NP by road  
3 nights inside Hwange National park in Bomani Tented Camp with all meals, soft drinks, park fees, 
activities, guides and rangers included in twin or double tents.  
Road transfer Bomani Camp Hwange NP to Victoria Falls Airport  
 
ALL packages exclude:  
Flights to JNB from your home city, visa, vaccinations, travel insurance, dive insurance , extra 
dives, night dives, dive equipment hire, meals in any location not mentioned above, soft or 
alcoholic drinks unless otherwise stated, souvenirs, items of a personal nature, any item not 
specified in your personalised itinerary, gratuities, upgrades. 
 
Please keep in mind that due to occupancy levels hotels may  be substituted for those that are 
of similar category and price.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


