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FRENCH BRAID QUILT 
 
The French Braid is a stunning and versatile design with many options available to make 
it uniquely yours. Fabric selection is key to this quilt and you may require some 
assistance to get a proper range of light to dark fabrics for the braids and a good contrast 
for the accent fabric. Check with the quilt shop for the dates when I will be available to 
meet with you before class-this is an important part of the process. 
Start by choosing a design in the book “French Braid Quilts” by Jane Hardy Miller. Also 
a general color scheme is helpful to get you started. Sometimes one great fabric leads to 
the entire quilt palette. Batik fabrics work particularly well, big prints and directional 
prints do not work well.  
Fabric Requirements: 

• You will need the braid fabrics, usually about 10 to 12 different fabrics, depending on 
your chosen pattern, generally from ¼ to 5/8 yd each depending on which pattern you 
choose.  

• You will need the contrasting “accent” fabric that makes the diamond shape through 
the center of the braid 

• You will need the starting triangles at the bottom of the braid (example: Passion for 
Purple, page 31), OR the center square in the middle of the braid (example: Oriental 
Palms, page 37).  

• This is all the fabric you will need for the class, it is best to not choose any of the 
other fabrics at this point. (See chapter 2, page 8 on Fabric Selection) 

 
 
Supplies:  

• Sewing machine in good working condition with ¼” sewing guide 
• Basic sewing supplies (pins, scissors, thread, etc) 
• Rulers (6 ½” x 24 ½”), mat, rotary cutter with new blade 
• I use the “Flip N Set” ruler for cutting the starting triangles and will have one 

available for use in class 
• Marker, something that shows up on your fabrics, I prefer the Bohin chalk marker  
• Optional: Quilt Viewer- a wonderful tool that we will use in choosing fabrics and 

laying out the gradations of color for your braid. Phone with camera also works. 
• Make a “key” of your braid fabrics by gluing a snip of each fabric on the back of this 

handout in order from light to dark, and numbering them from 1 through 10-12, it 
doesn’t have to be fancy, just enough to be able to visualize your braid “run”. We will 
start class by checking each braid run before preceding with cutting and sewing 

• Class will move along smoothly if you do some precutting prior to class. Each design 
is a little different, so again, check with the shop to arrange a time before class to 
meet with me. We will have several days available for this pre-meeting.  

 


