
 

 

SLUGS 

Host Plants and Description 
Slugs feed on a wide range of plants, including annuals, perennials, low-growing shrubs and 
vines.  They are particularly fond of hostas, and they seem to prefer plants with thin leaves. 
 
Slugs are shell-less snails.  Usually they are less than an inch long, but some types can grow up 
to seven inches in length.  Most are gray, but they may also be white, yellow, lavender, purple or 
near black with brown specks and mottled areas.  Slugs prefer a moist, shady environment, and 
they do most of their feeding at night.  During the day, they hide under debris, mulch, soil, or 
anywhere else it is dark, damp and cool.  Adult slugs and their eggs spend the winter in the soil, 
and eggs hatch in late spring.  
 
Plant Damage / Symptoms 
Slugs have file-like mouthparts that rasp at the soft tissue of plants.  Usually they create holes in 
the leaves, but sometimes they eat only partially through leaf surfaces.   If slugs are present in 
very large numbers, they may eat leaf margins as well.  They do most of their feeding at night or 
on foggy mornings, but the slime trails that they leave are frequently visible in the morning 
sunlight.  Damage is most severe in damp, shady areas, and during periods of extended wet 
weather. 
 
Controls 
Turn over the soil in the spring to destroy dormant slugs and their eggs.   
 

Remove garden debris such as fallen leaves and dead plant material.  Pull mulches back from 
the base of plants, or remove mulch.  Space plants farther apart, and prune them to allow greater 
air circulation between them.  
 

Create a slug barrier with hard coarse sand, diatomaceous earth or finely crushed eggshells.   
 

Copper strips that extend an inch or more above and below the soil line are very effective slug 
barriers. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Slug traps can be made of rolled up newspaper, boards, flat stones, or citrus fruit rinds.  Place 
these in and around the affected area and check them frequently.  Slugs will use them as hiding 
places during the day.  Remove and destroy any slugs that are found, and then replace the traps. 
Mix 1 can of fresh or stale beer together with 1/4 cup of flour to lure slugs to a happy demise.  
Place the mixture in the “Slug Pub” (available in our retail store) or in tuna or cat food cans, and 
sink the container into the soil so that it is level with the ground.  Slugs will crawl in and drown.  
Be sure to empty the trap every other day. Renew the mix weekly or after a heavy rain. A mixture 
of 3 tablespoons cornmeal, ½ cup flour, 7 tablespoons molasses, 1 package yeast, and ¼ to ½ 
cup of water can be substituted for the beer/flour mix in traps. 
 
Encourage natural predators such as toads.  Slug-destroying nematodes are said to be very 
effective.  They are available from The Bug Store. 
 
Chemical baits will also control slugs.  These chemicals should not be used around edible plants 
or if pets are present. 
 
Sluggo is a safer alternative for use around children, pets and wildlife. A naturally occurring 
product, its active ingredient is iron phosphate.  Uneaten product breaks down into fertilizer and it 
can be used on vegetable and berry gardens up to the day of harvest. 
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