
                                                                                    
  

SPRING PRUNING OF ROSES 
 

 
Toward the end of March or early in April, it will be time to prune your roses. The best time to prune roses is when 
the leaf buds have begun to swell, but before they have grown to ¼ inch long. If you do not want take a ruler out to 
the garden, let forsythia bushes tell you when the time is right. When they are in full bloom, it is time! While there 
are specific rules for pruning different types of roses, there are some general guidelines for pruning most roses. 
 

1) First, use clean, sharp pruners. 
2) Make cuts at a 45-degree angle just above (1/4-inch) an outward-facing bud. If you have had trouble with cane  
    borers, seal cuts with white glue. 
3) Remove all dead, broken or damaged canes. Dead canes will appear dark brown or black or will be shriveled.  
    Also remove canes that are smaller in diameter than a pencil. 
4) Take a look at the overall shape of the rose. Remove canes that are growing in the wrong direction or those that  
    are crossing through the middle of the plant. This will allow more light and air to reach through. 
 
Hybrid Tea, Floribunda and Grandiflora Roses 
These roses produce the best flowers on new wood and should be pruned aggressively in early spring. After 
following the general guidelines above, reduce the number of canes to 3 to 5 healthy canes and reduce the length 
of the remaining stems by one-half to two-thirds, pruning the entire plant down to 18-24 inches. Hybrid teas require 
the most severe pruning to maintain optimal health. 
 

Shrub Roses 
These roses may bloom on mature (but not old) stems. In their first few years in the garden, little pruning is required 
except to remove dead or damaged canes. After that, prune them using the one-third method. Remove one-third of 
the oldest canes each spring. 
 

Climbing and Rambling Roses 
Give these a few years in the garden before pruning except to remove dead or damaged canes. Ramblers bloom 
on old wood so wait to prune until right after flowering to keep them a manageable size. Climbers are repeat 
bloomers - prune these in early spring to remove dead and damaged stems. Prune side shoots to 3-6 inches and 
train canes to grow horizontally. Horizontal stems produce more flowers. 
 
Old Garden Roses 
Old garden roses that bloom once each season (Alba, Gallica, Centifolia, Damasks and Mosses) bloom on old 
wood and should be pruned after flowering. They do not need annual pruning except to remove dead and damaged 
canes and to thin as needed. 
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