
MISCELLANEOUS PROBLEMS—NOT DUE TO INSECTS OR DISEASES 

Herbicide Damage 

All plants are susceptible to herbicide damage.  Grapes, roses, tomatoes and conifers are particularly 

sensitive to hormone herbicides.  Leaf distortion is common.  Leaves may be small, narrow, or         

thickened, or they may develop prominent veins or small bumps.  Pale or bleached spots may appear on 

the foliage.  Leaf petioles can also develop bumps, or they can become twisted or spiraled.  The plant ’

s vigor may be reduced, or it may even die, although most often plants grow out of the symptoms. 

 

Always apply herbicides carefully, according to the manufacturer ’ s directions.  Spray only when the 

weather is calm to avoid drift, and keep separate equipment for use with herbicides.  Store herbicides 

away from soil mix, fertilizers and plants. 

 

Insecticide/Fungicide Damage 

Some plants are sensitive to insecticides and fungicides.  Damage is evident as scorched or bleached 

patches on leaves.  These leaves may eventually drop, although the plant usually survives.  Avoid this 

problem by carefully reading the labels of all chemicals before using them.  Hot sunny weather can  

compound damage.  Try to apply chemicals during the cooler part of the day when the sun is not shining 

directly on foliage. 

 

Fertilizer Burn 

Fertilizer burn frequently occurs in lawns and on container-grown plants.  Symptoms of this problem are 

leaf discoloration around the margins or veins, often followed by severe wilting and sometimes death.  In 

lawns, dead areas are likely to show up in stripes or in patches. 

  

This problem occurs when fertilizer is applied at the wrong rate or is not completely dissolved.  Plants 

are more likely to be burned if the soil is very dry when the fertilizer is applied.  Manure or compost that 

is too fresh can also burn plants.  The striping that occurs on lawns is usually due to a spreader that is 

shut off incorrectly.  If an accidental overdose occurs, water thoroughly and repeatedly to dilute the    

solution. 

 

High Temperatures/Scorch 

This problem is more common in plants with fleshy leaves or flowers, in seedlings, and in greenhouse 

plants and indoor plants that are grown near a window.   Symptoms include wilting, yellowing and 

browning of foliage, with leaves eventually becoming dry and crisp, usually at the margins first.    



Scorched leaves will show brown patches, particularly the uppermost leaves and those that are close to 

glass.  Flower petals and fruit can also scorch and dry out. 

  

This problem is caused by a combination of high or fluctuating temperatures and bright sunlight.  The 

effect is increased by water that remains on leaves or fruit.  Indoors, faults in the glass magnify the 

sun ’ s rays.  Planting shade-loving plants such as impatiens in full sun can also cause scorch. 

  

To prevent this problem, avoid watering susceptible plants from overhead in sunny weather.  Move    

indoor or greenhouse plants away from faults in the glass.  Plants such as impatiens that prefer a shady 

situation should be moved to a more suitable site. 

 

Low Temperatures 

Low temperatures can affect all plants, but seedlings and young plants, and plants that are growing in 

exposed locations or frost pockets, are the most likely to be affected.  Immature leaves and buds will 

reveal dead spots or holes as they unfurl.  If leaves were already unfurled when the cold temperatures 

occurred, holes will be more jagged.  Damaged seedlings may appear bleached.  Foliage and flower 

petals might also take on a blackened or silvered appearance, and the stems of vulnerable tender plants 

may blacken, wither or split.  Tender young transplants may die. 

   

Help to prevent this problem by providing winter protection for tender plants.  Do not put tender       

transplants outside too early in the season.  If a late freeze warning occurs, protect plants with crop   

covers or plastic sheeting.  


