
DUTCH ELM DISEASE 

 

Host Plants and Description 

American elms are the most susceptible to Dutch elm disease, although Chinese and Siberian elms can 

be infected as well.  A fungus causes this disease, but it is spread by bark beetles that feed on the twigs 

and shoots of the tree. 

 

These small, reddish brown beetles lay their eggs under the bark of dead or dying elm trees.   Larvae 

live in tunnels under the bark, and emerge through small holes in the bark as adults in the spring.  They 

are attracted to the scent of recently pruned trees, and they fly to the shoots of healthy elms to feed, 

thus spreading the disease.  

 

Plant Damage and Symptoms 

The first symptom of Dutch elm disease is yellowing of the leaves on one or more branches in late 

spring to  midsummer.  Wilting and browning follows, and the disease spreads rather rapidly to nearby 

branches, eventually killing the tree.  Infected branches may show evidence of brown streaking just   

under the bark. 

 

Controls 

The best control for this disease is removal of dead and dying trees.  All wood must be removed.  Do not 

leave diseased wood around the property—it must be destroyed.  If symptoms are detected early, it is 

sometimes possible to stop the disease with prompt removal of infected branches, although often the 

disease moves too quickly for this to be effective.  Because adult beetles are attracted to the scent of 

recently pruned wood, it is advisable not to do routine pruning of healthy elms during the summer 

months.    



 Ceratostigma plumbaginoides    Plumbago 

 Chasmanthium latifolium ( Grasses )    Northern Sea Oats 

 Dicentra      Bleeding Heart 

 Digitalis grandiflora     Foxglove 

 Echinacea      Purple Cone Flower 

 Euphorbia myrsinites     Donkeytail Spurge 

 Geranium macrorrhizum     Bigroot Geranium 

 Hemerocallis      Daylily 

 Heuchera      Coral Bells 

 Hosta       Hosta 

 Lunaria annua ( biennial )     Silver Dollar Plant 

 Lysimachia clethroides     Goose-neck Loosestrife 

 Lysimachia punctata     Circle Flower 

 Macleaya      Plume Poppy 

 Nepeta       Nepeta 

 Phalaris ( Grass )      Ribbon Grass  


