
MITES (SPIDER) Keep plants well watered and properly fertilized; hose off with a forceful 
spray of water. 

Insecticidal soap, —
repeat in 5 days 

Insecticidal soap Insecticidal soap 

SAWFLIES Hand-pick Carbaryl   

SCALES Maintain good plant health; wipe scale off of houseplants with a small 
amount of alcohol or dilute dish detergent. 

Acephate, dormant oil—
timing is critical and de-
pends on type of scale 

  

SLUGS Remove debris, pull back mulch, hand-pick; create barrier with coarse sand, 
diatomaceous earth, crushed eggshells or copper strips; trap with beer/flour 
mix or in rolled-up newspapers; encourage predators 

 Iron phosphate Iron phosphate 

SOWBUGS/PILL 
BUGS 

Water early in day; use coarse bark mulches that dry on the surface; grow 
vegetables on trellises or elevate with brick; start seedlings indoors;      
sprinkled diatomaceous earth around young plants. 

   

SPITTLEBUGS Hose off or hand-pick  Insecticidal soap, acephate  

THRIPS Remove weeds in garden area; remove & destroy flowers showing infesta-
tion; keep plants well-watered; hose off infestations. 

Insecticidal soap, 
acephate, 

Insecticidal soap, acephate, 
carbaryl 

 

WHITEFLIES Pull weeds; encourage ladybugs & other predators; trap on yellow sticky 
traps 

 Insecticidal soap, pyrethrin, 
resmethrin, acephate 

Insecticidal soap 

COMMON INSECTS AND RECOMMENDED CONTROLS 

 

 
PEST 

 
BIOLOGICAL CONTROL 

CHEMICAL CONTROL 

TREES/SHRUBS FLOWERS VEGETABLES 

APHIDS Encourage predators with wide variety of flowering plants; avoid           
over-fertilization; forceful spray of water; selective pruning. 

Insecticidal soap,       
horticultural oil, acephate 

Insecticidal soap*, malathion, 
acephate 
*Some plants (impatiens, 
ferns) are sensitive to soap -
test a few leaves first 

Insecticidal soap 

BEETLES (LEAF-
EATING) 

Knock Japanese beetles into a jar of soapy water or bleach water; protect 
vegetable plants with row covers, rose buds with nylon netting; apply milky 
spore to lawns 

Carbaryl Carbaryl, acephate Carbaryl, rotenone 

BORERS Maintain healthy plants; avoid mechanical injury; plant resistant varieties; 
rotate crops. For cane borers, cut off wilted tips of stems below entry holes; 
for stem borers, slit stem lengthwise, remove and destroy borer and bind up 
stems. 

Permethrin, Imidacloprid Spinosad, Bt (for stem bor-
ers—caterpillars), acephate, 
carbaryl. Imidacloprid 

Carbaryl 

BORERS (IRIS) Clean up old foliage and debris in fall; do not plant too deep; kill borers in 
rhizome by poking with a wire 

 Spinosad or Acephate—when 
foliage is 5-6” tall, usually 
April 

 

CATERPILLARS Hand-pick; prune webs and nests out of branches; encourage predators, 
including birds and predatory insects 

Bt, acephate, carbaryl, 
spinosad 

Bt, acephate, carbaryl,    
spinosad 

Bt, carbaryl, spinosad 

CUTWORMS Attach paper, aluminum foil or metal collars around base of plants at   
planting time. 

  Carabaryl, rotenone 
around base of plant 

EARWIGS Trap under flower pots, in rolls of newspaper, or in sections of garden 
hose, or in small cans filled with vegetable oil, moist bread crumbs or beer.  
Dispose of earwigs in soapy water or kerosene.  Sprinkle diatomaceous 
earth in problem areas. Reduce mulch. 

 Carbaryl  

LEAFHOPPERS Damage often not serious enough to warrant control. Carbaryl, Acephate Acephate, Carbaryl Carbaryl, rotenone 

LEAFMINERS Damage usually not serious enough to warrant control.  Pinch off leaves 
where insects are actively feeding; harvest susceptible vegetable crops as 
early as possible, cultivate soil around plants. 

Acephate—spray when 
first seen; again in 10 to 
12 days 

  


