
BULBS FOR NATURALIZING 

BOTANICAL & COMMON NAMES COMMENTS 

Allium, Flowering onion Plant small bulbs in sun, 4 to 6 inches apart; larger ones; 12-18 inches apart 

 A. aflatunense, Ornamental garlic  Height, 2 1/2 to 5 ft.  ‘Purple Sensation’, 3 ft. tall, is a nice cultivar. 

 A. karataviense, Turkestan onion  Height, 10 in.  Pale pink. 

 A. moly, Golden garlic, lily leek Height, 18 in.  Will grow in sun or shade.  Yellow. 

 A. neapolitanum, Daffodil garlic, Naples onion Height, 15 in.  White with pink stamens.  Blooms early spring. 

  A. oreophilium, Ornamental garlic Height, 6 in. Fragrant, rose-colored blooms. 

  A.sphaerocephalum, Ballhead onion, drumsticks Height, 30 in.  Reddish purple. 

 

Camassia Height, 18 to 24 in.  Pale blue flowers.  Sun or light  shade.  64 per sq. yd. 

Chinodoxa, Glory-of-the-snow  C. lucilae Height, 5 to 8 in.  Sun or light shade.  100/sq. yd.  Bright blue. 

Colchicum autumnale, Autumn crocus, 
 meadow saffron 

Height, 8 in.  Sun or light shade.  Blooms late fall.  Plant 24 per sq. yd.  ‘Autumn Queen’ is a light   purple cultivar with dark pur-
ple checks 

  C. speciosum Rose to purple flowers with cultivars ranging from white to red.  To 12 in. tall. 

Crocus, Crocus Height, 3 to 5 in.  Sun.  Spring blooming.  Plant 144 per sq. yd . Great for naturalizing.  Species lives longer than showy Dutch 
crocus, C. vernus. Species include C. angustifolius, C. chrysanthus, C. sieberi, C. speciosus (fall bloomer), and C. tomasinianus. 

Eranthis hyemalis, Winter aconite Height, 2 to 6 inches.  Sun or shade.  144 per sq. yd.  Yellow-gold flowers.  Blooms as early as snowdrops. 

Galanthus, Snowdrop Height, 4 to 8 in.  Sun or light shade.  Plant 144 per sq. yd. 

  G. nivalis,  Common snowdrop  White 

  G. elwesii, Giant snowdrop White, larger flowers and leaves. 

Iris cristata, Dwarf crested iris Height, 4 in.  Blue flowers and stiff leaves can make a carpet of green in moist, lightly shaded spots.  Blooms in May.  White 
form, ‘Alba’, adds a bright bit of contrast to darker-colored flowers and leaves in shaded locations.  Plant 80 per sq. yd. 

I. reticulata, Dwarf iris  Height, 4 to 6 in.  Sun to light shade.  Plant 80 per sq. yd.  The species has violet flowers with a bright orange-yellow blotch on 
the falls.  Good cultivars re ‘Clairette’ (sky blue standards with deeper blue alls), ‘Harmony’ (sky blue standards with roya l blue 
falls marked with gold), and ‘Pauline’ (violet purple with a white blotch on each fall). 

Leucojum vernum, Snowflake Height, 9 to 12 in.  Plant 3 to 4 inches deep and the   same distance apart in light shade.  Plant 144 per sq. yd. 

Lilium, Lily Height 2 ft. or more.  Sun or light shade.  Plant 16 per sq. yd.  Best for naturalizing:  L. canadense, meadow lily (Canada lily), L. 
lancifolium (tiger lily), L. martagon (Turk’s-cap lily),   L. philadephicum  (wood lily). 

Muscari armeniacum, Grape-hyacinth Height, 5 to 8 in.  Sun or light shade.  Plant 125 per sq. yd.  Cultivars include ‘Blue Spike’ (double and flax-blue) and ‘Early Gi-
ant’ (blue with white edges). 

  M. botryoides, Grape-hyacinth  ‘Album’ is a white cultivar.  Height to 12 in. 



Narcissus, Daffodils Height, 6 to 20 in.  Sun, light shade.  Plant up to 25 per sq. yd.  The cultivars of most narcissus can be used for 
naturalizing, but the vigorous ones are best. These include ‘Arctic Gold’ (goldenrod yellow), ‘Barrett Browning’ (white 
with orange cup),  ‘Cheerfulness’ (double white with creamy yellow center), ‘Duke of Windsor’ (white with orange-
yellow cup), ‘General Patton’ (ivory and yellow), ‘Ice Follies’ (white with lemon yellow cup that turns white), ‘King   
Alfred’ (yellow), ‘Mount Hood’  (white), ‘Mrs. R.O. Backhouse’ (light pink), ‘Peeping Tom’ (yellow), ‘Salome’ (coral 
pink cup, white petals), ‘Silver Chimes’ (white with primrose yellow cup), ‘Spellbinder’ (yellow petals and green-yellow 
trumpet), and ‘Sweetness’ (yellow; late bloomer). 

  N. cyclamineus Perianths have reflexed petals.  Height, 8 in.  Bloom early.  Cultivars are yellow unless otherwise marked.  They include 
‘Jenny’, ‘Salome’,  ‘Tete-a-tete’, ‘February Silver’ (white with yellow crown), and ‘February Gold’. 

  N. poeticus, Poet’s narcissus Usually white, fragrant, with a small yellow cup edged in red.  ‘Actea’ is the principal one available; it tolerates damp soil. 

  N. jonquilla, Jonquil Various shades of yellow.  Fragrant. 

Ornithogalum umbellatum, Star-of-Bethlehem Height 6 to 12 in.  Sun, light shade.  Plant 100 per sq. yd.  White or green and white.  Can become invasive 

Puschkinia scilloides, Striped squill  Height, 3 to 6 in.  Sun or partial shade.  Plant 100 per sq. yd.  White with pale blue stripes. 

Scilla Height, 5 to 10 inches.   Sun or light shade.  Plant up to 125 per sq. yd. 

  S. siberica, Siberian squill Blue.  Foliage dies early so this is a good lawn plant.  ‘Alba’ has white flowers. 

Tulipa, Tulip Various heights.   Full sun or partial shade.  Plant tulip species for naturalizing in cultivated areas. Keep weed-free,   
either by mulching or using herbicides (after dormancy).  Plant up to 144 per sq. yd. 

  T. clusiana, Lady tulip White inner petals and white outer petals with wide red band from top to bottom. Naturalizes well in mountains and 
plains.  Hardy to zone 4 and most of zone 3.  8 inches tall. 

  T. Fosteriana, Foster tulip Grows about a foot tall.  Red. Blooms early.  Hardy to zone 4 and most of zone 3. 

  T. greigii, Greig tulip Orange-red flowers with black center, mottled leaves.  Height, 8 to 12 in. Hardy to zone 4 and most of zone 3. 

  T. kaufmanniana, Water-lily tulip Height, 6 to 10 in.  Petals open like water lilies in full sun.  Also thrives in light shade. 

  T. tarda (T. dasystemon)  Height, 6 in.  Up to 5 blooms on a stem.  Greenish   white exterior and white with yellow interior. 


