
September Happenings
Jill Elia 

 
September is well underway and the weather has been all over the place.  
The rain has given us plenty of stitching time.  I have certainly used that 
time to get some stitching done for the shop and for myself.   
 
We have some changes this month at 
Louise’s.  We are excited to have 
Brenda Bell join our teaching staff.  
Brenda will be our Monday teacher, and 
I will  help as needed.  As a teacher 
Brenda brings a fabulous stitching talent 
and a very flexible manner of working 
with each student and their tastes and 
stitching levels.  Join us on Mondays  
from 1 to 4 and welcome Brenda to 
Louise’s.  Tuesday classes from 7 to 9 
continues to grow and I will continue to 
teach that class.  Thursdays are also 
available with myself and Lana Moore 
teaching.    As always you will still 
receive the same extraordinary service 
that you have always received from our 
fabulous and talented staff.   
 
 

       
 
 
And, don’t forget, September brings Dallas market.  I will be bringing back 
some great new canvases and ordering even more.  Make sure to stop in to 
the shop or check out our on-line shop. 
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Local Needlepoint Shop Day 
Jill Elia 
 
This month we are also taking part in Local Needlepoint Shop Day on Thursday September 20 and 
we are continuing our celebrations through Saturday September 22.  The first 5 people who come in 
the door each day will receive a free gift, limit one per customer over the 3 day period.    We will also 
have a drawing for a gift certificate, one to be awarded each day, limit one per customer over the 3 
day period.  There will be a daily surprise special. 
 
We begin our celebrations on Thursday with Mimosas and Muffins at 10:00.  Our daily demonstration 
will be “Silk Ribbon Flowers.”  The demonstrations will be at 11:00 and 2:00.  (I had better not have 
too many Mimosa’s!)  Our class fee will be waived this day and snacks will be offered all during the 
day.   
 
Friday we will offer a “Pad like a Pro” demonstration from Brenda Bell at 11:00 and 2:00.  Don’t forget 
the first 5 will get a prize and be sure to enter our Gift Certificate drawing.   We will close our day with 
wine and cheese from 4 to 5:30.   
 
Saturday we are hosting our Stitch In from 1 to 4.  We are also having the 1st 5 gifts, gift certificate 
drawing, and daily special.  Buckeyes and Bullions is our theme today as the Buckeyes will be playing 
Tulane on the 22nd.  We will be offering other football fare at our Stitch In.  “Bullion Knots” will be our 
demo for the day. 
 
Our plans are complete but you never know what we will do!  Just stop in and see what is happening 
for Local Needlepoint Shop Weekend. 

 
Autumn Train Club 
 
How cute is this?  Our newest club features the Autumn Train by Raymond Crawford with a wonderful 
stitch guide by Diane Snyder.  Total cost for canvases, stitch guides, and the threads to complete 
each canvas is $300.  Individual kits will be sent out every other month beginning in October. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Just Doodlin’ Around  
Diane Snyder 

 
A few years back, I completed a design course offered through EGA on drawing and designing for 
needlework.  One of the requirements for each lesson was to submit "doodle cloths" showing different 
aspects of the design process.  At first, I thought these "doodles" were unnecessary; after all, I 
considered myself an experienced stitcher with literally decades of stitching under my belt.  (I will 
leave the exact number of decades a mystery!)  But I quickly changed my mind after working through 
a couple of assignments, and now I think that "doodle cloths" are wonderful things! 
 
Just what is a "doodle cloth" (or "doodle canvas")?  At its very basic level, it is simply a scrap of 
canvas where you can practice different stitches or techniques.  For some people, using a blank area 
to the side of your painted design is sufficient.  Others may keep a small piece of canvas framed up in 
their stitching bag.  Still others may use a larger piece of canvas or simply collect smaller pieces 
together in a binder or a file.  A doodle canvas helps to avoid that dreaded "rip it - rip it" session when 
you realize you don't like the color, stitch, or thread chosen for a particular area on your canvas.  It 
avoids leaving large canvas holes where you've pulled out existing stitches, avoids inadvertently 
damaging other stitched areas, avoids the possibility of cutting the canvas, and avoids the thread 
residue (fuzz or dyes) left behind. 
 
Here are a few ideas for using a doodle canvas: 
 

 If you are practicing a new stitch, work a few rows or a small square area on the doodle.  This 
will allow you to get a feel for how the stitches relate to each other within the stitch pattern.  On 
our website is an article titled "Deconstructing the Stitch" which explains how you can use the 
relationship between stitches in a pattern to help you execute the stitch and figure out 
compensation. 

 

 If you are working with a new thread, use your doodle to get a feel for how it behaves.  Does it 
need a laying tool?  What type of tension should you use with the thread?  How many strands 
does it take to get the coverage you want?   

 

 Use your doodle to help figure out design challenges.  Does the stitch recede to the 
background or does it move forward in the design?  Does the thread match the stitch chosen?  
For example, basketweave done in a single strand silk or wool will look very different if done 
with a fuzzy or metallic thread.   

 
Even though I learned about using doodle cloths a while back, there are still times when I skip this 
step and regret it later.  I recently submitted a piece for judging where I did an area of Smyrna Cross 
in two colors.  I wanted high contrast, so I picked a bright yellow and a deep green.  I used the yellow 
to place the cross stitches and the green to place the upright cross stitches on top.  The net effect was 
that the yellow "disappeared" and the green dominated.  If I had taken the time to doodle, I might have 
chosen to switch the colors, use different colors, or pick a different stitch.  Now whether I am 
designing for myself or for a stitch guide, I look back at my doodle canvases or work a few new ones.   
 
I hope you will give doodle stitching a try.  It may just become your new best friend! 
  

 
 
 
 



Trunk Show – Melissa Shirley Designs 
 
Melissa Shirley Designs is in the house!  These delightful canvases featuring all of her great 
designers (Mary Lake Thompson, Debbie Mumm, Este MacLeod to name just a few) are available at 
a 25% discount for the length of the show.  Check out the designs on the Melissa Shirley website 
http://melissashirleydesigns.com and either come in to the shop or call us at 614-436-3905.  However, 

you will need to hurry in for these great deals – the trunk show leaves  the store September 19.  If the 
canvas you want is not in the show, we can order it for you at the trunk show price. 
 

 

 
2018 Calendar 
 
Stitch In - Our next monthly Stitch In will be Saturday, September 22, 2018 from 1:00 to  
4:00 pm.  No instruction or fees – just a fun time with other great stitchers.  Share your ideas and 
learn from others.  Refreshments are provided.  
 
Threads, Stitches and More - every Monday , 1:00 to 4:00 pm - an informal canvas embellishment 
class with Brenda Bell.  Classes are $11 for two hours and $15 for three hours. 
 
Sip and Stitch – every Tuesday, 7:00 to 9:00 pm - an informal canvas embellishment class, with Jill 
Elia - and wine.  Classes are $11.   
 
Threads, Stitches and More - every Thursday, 1:00 to 4:00 pm - an informal canvas embellishment 
class.  Classes are $11 for two hours and $15 for three hours. 
 
Private Classes – One-on-one sessions are also available.  These sessions are $25/hour and require 
advance arrangements. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Phone: 614-436-3902 

E-mail: jill@louisesneedlework.com 

244 W. Olentangy St. 

Powell, OH  43065 

Louise's Needlework 

September Birthday Bucks 

20% OFF Your Total Purchase 

During the month of September, bring this coupon and proof of your birth date.  One 

coupon per year per newsletter subscriber.  May not be combined with other 

coupons and may not be used for the purchase of gift certificate or trunk show 

canvases.  To use this coupon for special orders, coupon must be present and 

payment received at the time special orders are placed.   

Expires September 30, 2018  

http://melissashirleydesigns.com/


Our Newest Canvases 
 

 

 

 

 

A Christmas Story Leg Lamp  $36 
That certain lamp from A Christmas Story! 
by Two Sisters Needlepoint. 18 ct mesh, 

6"x8" canvas. 

Christmas "Kiss"  $45 
2 Sisters Needlepoint. 7.5"x11" canvas on 14 

ct mesh. 
 

Orchid in Chinese Pot   $162 
Blooming orchid in blue and white 

Chinese pot. 20"x23" canvas, 3 count 
mesh. 

 

 

 

You are my Sunshine    $63 
Susan Roberts Design. Handpainted on 
18 mesh. Canvas size is 11 x 9; image 

size is 7 x 5. 

 

Girl or Boy Definitions.  $92   
Cute sayings by Rachel Donley. 10"x12" on 18 ct 

mesh. 

 

Ohio State shape with Buckeyes $46 
Kangaroo Paw Designs. 18 ct mesh,  

9"x9". 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Leigh Designs Monthly Ornament Series.  $90  
   Each handpainted ornament is on 18 mesh with stitch guide included. Canvas size is 8 x 9.  Check out our website for the rest of 

the designs. 
 

 

 
 
Happy Stitching! 


