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 It is December and the year has gone by so quickly! Christmas is upon us 

and if you are like me, you are stressed and desperately trying to get 

shopping and cooking done and worrying about last minute gifts.  

 

So, how do I destress? Well, when I am stressed and I need to stitch, I like 

to basketweave; the repetitive motion calms me down. The perfect last 

minute gifts are self-finishing items that can be done quickly with 

basketweave. I know I will be giving out some of these quick gifts to my 

family and friends and hopefully you will feel inspired as well. 

  

Below, I have featured a few of the quick stitch self-finishing items such as: 

key fobs, wine charms, cuff bracelets and a wine stopper. We also have 

luggage tags, silk ribbon tassel kits, cosmetic bags and jewelry cases that 

take a round insert.  

 

Many of you will be giving items that you have already stitched and we love 

to see your pieces as they come in. Your stitching talents bring us joy and 

we know that the recipients of your gifts and those who visit your home will 

see your beautiful projects and feel the love and joy that goes into each 

piece. If you don’t have time to get any needlepointing done, just take a few 

moments to enjoy the stitching you have done this year. We look forward to 

the coming year and helping you enjoy your stitching and stretch your 

imagination and talent as you stitch.  

 
Happy Holidays!  
 
Jill and the staff of Louise’s 
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A Rose is a rose is a rose…. 
  

 I love doing needlepoint canvases with flowers.  I don’t care if they are 
simply stitched, beaded, or formed with ribbon.  But I can never perfect 
that realistic rose image…so I shy away from buying canvases that 
incorporate a rose within the design.  Last year Annie O’Brien Gonzales, 
under the Melissa Shirley brand, designed a bouquet of roses called 
Funny Valentine.  There it was…the challenge!  I decided to give that 
stitched rose one more chance!  Then, panic set in.  Where do I start? 

 
 

I knew how to do the spider rose and use 
that small scaled stitch in many of my works.  
However, these roses were huge and 
intimidating.  I decided to actually use the 
spider rose stitch concept on a grander 
scale using silk ribbon.  I started with the 
center of the rose and placed a five spoke stitch to stitch the traditional 

spider rose.  I then proceeded further out on the rose and placed seven more spokes.  And on the 
largest rose, I even went out a third layer and placed nine spokes – think of multiple layers and 
breaking the rose into two or three areas to form the petals.   

To ensure a more realistic look in the shading of the rose petals, I used some 7mm variegated dyed 
ribbons that fit nicely into the color scheme.  (I believe that variegated ribbons are a must to create a 
shaded rose effect.)  I started in the center of each rose and used the spider stitch around the five 
spokes.  I need to tell you that each rose takes a lot of ribbon, but don’t skimp when forming the 
petals.  I then started interlocking loops of ribbon back and forth on the second/third layer, following 
the rose structure as painted on the canvas.  If you do not go over and under the spokes on the 2nd 
and 3rd layer, they form a visual aid in keeping the petal effect evenly spaced. 

 
I kept my ribbon lengths to 18” so I wouldn’t 
wear out the ribbon with fraying and kinking.  
It also reminded me to change to another 
color of ribbon each time that a blending of 
colors created shading.  Again, I didn’t try to 
economize on ribbon usage.   
 
I finished the four roses in the left hand 
corner, leaving the large rose to conquer.  
That particular rose required an open petal 
look and was painted from a frontal view.  
So, following my system, I used the layers 
spider spokes for three layers and left a 
fourth outer layer open.   

 
Then a stitcher’s nightmare…I ran out of 7mm ribbon.  I went back to the stash, pulled out 4mm 
ribbons that would blend and filled in the rest of the rose with straight stitches, sharing holes and 
moving in a circular fashion.   
 
Am I done with roses?  I’m still going to keep working toward that perfect rose.  But, I guess what is 
more important to me is that I tried to accomplish a personal sewing goal.  The roses are not perfect 
but that’s ok!  I had fun and I feel good. 

 



It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year! 
 
These new canvases make great holiday gifts to yourself or others.  Give a hint to a loved one – we’ll 
be happy to help them put together a great present, complete with threads.  
 

 
   

 

Happy      $81 
Sandra Gilmore Designs. Hand painted on 18 

mesh. Canvas size 13 x 13. 

Heirloom Tomatoes     $118 
Raymond Crawford designs. Hand painted on 18 mesh 

canvas. Total canvas size 14 x 16 

I Never Knew Picture Frame     $133 
Alice Peterson design on 13 mesh canvas. 

Total canvas size 16 X 16. Picture opening 4 
X 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Winter Scene Pillow II     $120 
Alice Peterson designs Hand painted on 18 

mesh canvas. Total canvas size 14 x 14 

 
Three Dancers     $207 

Purple Palm designs hand painted on 18 mesh canvas. 
Total canvas size 13 x 18. 

 
Raggedy Ann     $58 

Kathy Schenkel Designs. Hand painted on 18 
mesh. Canvas size 9 x 9. 

 

 

 

 

 

Candy Cane Birdhouse  $130 
Comes with Stitch Guide   Hand painted on 18 
mesh by Sew Much Fun. Canvas size 10 x 11. 

 

Cookbooks     $154 
Alice Peterson designs Hand painted on 13 mesh 

canvas. Total canvas size 14 x 21 

 

Colonial Williamsburg Wreath $174 
Hand painted on 18 mesh by Melissa Prince 

Designs. Canvas size 8 x 8. 

 
 



Pepperberry Designs Easter Basket Club 
 
 
.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

December Calendar 
 
Chili and Stitch - Our next monthly Stitch In will be Saturday, January 14, 2017 from 1:00 to  
4:00 pm.  This will be a special Stitch In:  Chili, chips, and brownies will be served.  For planning 
purposes, a RSVP would be appreciated.  Just call the store at 614-436-3905 and let us know you are 
coming.  
 
Changes to Store Hours –  

 We will close Friday, December 23 at 4:00 pm for the holidays.  We will reopen on Tuesday, 
December 27 at 10:00 am.   

 We will close Friday, December 30 at 4:00 pm.  We will reopen on Tuesday, January 2 at 
10:00 am. 

 Classes are cancelled on December 19, 20, 22, and 26. 
 
Threads, Stitches and More - every Monday, 1:00 to 4:00 pm - an informal canvas embellishment 
class with Karen Chrissinger.  Classes are $11 for two hours and $15 for three hours. 
 
Sip and Stitch – every Tuesday, 7:00 to 9:00 pm - an informal canvas embellishment class, with Jill 
Elia - and wine.  Classes are $11.   
 
Thursdays with Karen - every Thursday, 1:00 to 4:00 pm - an informal canvas embellishment class.  
Classes are $11 for two hours and $15 for three hours. 
 
Private Classes – One-on-one sessions are also available.  These sessions are $25/hour and require 
advance arrangements. 

 
 
Happy Stitching! 

It’s not too late to begin the Pepperberry Easter Club.  
Start with the current kit and we’ll make sure you get one 
a month until you have all 10. 
 
The Hatching Chick is featured in December.  As always 
the kit will include an exclusive stitch guide and threads to 
complete the canvas. 
 
A complete club consists of 10 canvases. The basket is 
available separately with a stitch guide by Laurie Walden. 


