
March 2017 March Brings Shopper Rewards 
 
It is said that March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb.  With the 
weather we have been having I think we need a different idiom.  March 
does, however, bring us a new spring and spring canvases are so much fun 
to stitch with pastels and other beautiful spring colors.  We have a fabulous 
selection of new canvases and new threads to enjoy this spring and new 
items continue to arrive daily. 
 
We are also in the first full month of our new Super Shopper Rewards 
Program.  You have a new way to shop and save!  For every $100 you 
spend, you will earn a $3.00 coupon towards your next purchase.  There 
are no registration forms to fill out, no cards to carry and no coupons to 
keep!  Our computer will do that all for you.  Every time you purchase 
something your receipt will tell you how much more you need to spend to 
reach your next reward coupon.   
 
You also earn points in addition to other discounts, including coupon 
discounts AND Bag Lady discounts.  Best of all, points never expire!  Save 
them up for a big purchase or use them as you choose.  The more you 
shop, the more you save!  We already have people saving coupons, so 
don’t miss out on the fun, come and shop soon!   
 
For our online shoppers, we are currently unable to use the Rewards 
system for online purchases.   However, you can call the shop directly or 
email with your order and we can process your sale through our system 
and your coupons will begin working for you. 
 

Trunk Show 
 
Louise’s Needlework will host a Patti Mann trunk 
show.  Check out some of the great canvases we will 
be offering. 
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Perfect! 
  

During class a few weeks ago, one of the customers complained about a thread.  Loved the 
look…hated the fraying of the ends.  Another customer chirped in “If you think that thread is bad, you 
should use this thread I am stitching with…” I felt a sudden need for a thread intervention!  I asked the 
class “Can anybody tell me what would be the best thread for needlepoint?”  There was silence…and 
then some giggles.  We discussed various threads and low and behold, every thread had an 
“issue”.  Some frayed, some shed, some knotted, some lost their luster, some untwisted, some 
twisted, some thinned out, some clumped, on and on.  And yet, the class felt that every thread 
mentioned was totally necessary for our needlepoint projects.  And everybody had a different 
“favorite” thread to use no matter the fault.  So, in thinking about the various threads, it became 
obvious that a discussion of how to deal with the downside of various threads was in order. 
  
Keep your threads at a workable length… 18-20 inches long is a good measurement.  The thread 
won’t tend to knot and it is easier to maintain a proper tension while sewing.  Shorter threads also 
lend themselves to less unwinding for a double or triple ply thread.  And silks in particular, love to “dull 
down” if pulled through the canvas repetitively.  Purely an issue of thread too long! 
  
Some of the yarns can be stretched to help with knotting and tangling.  The Kreinik products that we 
all adore love to be tugged on before placed in the needle.  Beading thread is another example of 
thread that loves to be stretched prior to stitching. 
  
While stitching, dangle your needle and thread every so often to help with the annoying twisting that 
occurs so frequently.  Some left-handers complain about “extra” twisting of threads as a chronic 
issue.  I, for one, have a couple of threads that do not like me and I blame it on being left-handed. 
  
Make it a habit to use a flat iron on your specialty threads that can be pressed!  It is amazing how 
much easier a thread can be managed while stitching.  The heat seems to seal the various fibers 
together to lessen the issue of snagging and fraying and ultimately makes for less waste of thread. 
Pressing also lessens the knotting issue that can occur on those fancy threads.  And the elimination of 
those awful creases makes for a smoother run through the canvas and helps with overall stitch 
tension.  A flat iron is your best friend for great stitching! 
  
Keep those tails through the eye of the needle short!  One of my “many” favorite threads is Very 
Velvet.  But, if you leave that tail too long, the needle will cut the fiber down to the plastic core and the 
entire piece is wasted.  This is a thread that loves being cut on the short side of 18 – 20 inches! 
  
Use the appropriate needle size for the type of thread.  Trying to cram a thick thread through a small 
needle eye causes great difficulty while stitching.  The thick thread may also show further strain and 
actually shed or unravel from the tight tension through the eye.   Added friction on the thread can be 
eliminated when the larger needle actually opens up the canvas thread for ease of pulling through. 
  
Some people resort to Fray Check or a thread zapper (heating element) to seal the ends of threads so 
they do not unravel or fray.  Frosty Rays is a great example of a fiber that if sealed at the ends results 
in less loss of thread while stitching. 
  
I am sure there are a multitude of remedies for handling the different thread products that I have not 
covered.  We at Louise’s love to share our special tips and techniques with everyone and find that our 
weekly classes and Saturday Stitch Ins are the best time to discuss and discover.  If you have any tips 
to offer, please chime in! 
  
And you are wondering about the title of this article…Perfect!  After all the class discussion of 
positives and negatives about the various threads available on the market, it became apparent in my 
mind, that every thread is PERFECT!  Just learn how to use them! 



Classes 
 
There is still time to sign up for the 
LeFleur class.  You can join at any time 
and the costs are as follows: 
 
A nonrefundable deposit: $270.00. 
Thread packs will be sent every other 
month over a period of 10 months at 
$76.00 per month.  The fabulous stitch 
guide will be included with your 1st 
months thread pack. 
 
 

 
Coming attractions:  Kelly Clark will be here in September to teach her Kitchen Rooster Sampler.  
Price and details to come! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stitch-Bit for March – Estimating Thread Usage 
 
 Estimate 1.5 to 2 yards of thread per square inch of canvas when doing basket weave on 18 count 
canvas.  A great way to measure: your thumbprint equals one square inch of area and your fist 
approximately four square inches of area.  Let’s do the math! If you have: 
  
6 fists of background = 24 square inches (4 square inches per fist). 
24 square inches of background x 2 yards of thread (per square inch) = 48 yards of required thread 
for background. 
  
Extra Stitch Bit: 
  
Always buy enough thread in the same dye lot for your project!  Better too much than too little. 

 



New Canvases 
 

 

  

 
Sunflower Basket    $267 

Melissa Shirley Designs. Handpainted on 18 mesh. 
Canvas size 18 x 14. 

  

 
2-sided Bell in Cookie Cutter Hanger   

$69 
Little Shoppe design hand painted on 18 mesh 

canvas. Total canvas size 9 x 14. Includes cookie 
cutter hanger. 

 

JOY Pennant   $127 
Kathy Schenkel Designs. Handpainted canvas 
on 18 mesh with Stitch Guide. Each is 8 x 9. 

  
 

In the Garden "Hyacinth"    $57 
Labors of Love design hand painted on 18 mesh 

canvas. Total canvas size 9 x 12 

 

Checkered Santa   $173 
Curtis Boehringer design thru Fleur de Paris hand 
painted on 18 mesh canvas. Total canvas size 13 

x 16 
. 

Daisies $131 
MAP designs hand painted on 18 mesh canvas. 
Comes complete with stitch guide. Total canvas 

size 13 x 15 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Yellow Vase   $205 
Melissa Shirley Designs. Handpainted on 18 mesh. 

Canvas size 15 x 15. 

 

Unicorn in Captivity   $215 
The Meredith Collection. Handpainted on 13 

mesh. Canvas size 20 x 19. 

 

Joy Ride   $92  
Love You More design hand painted on 18 mesh 

canvas. Total canvas size 13 x 13 
 

 
 



March Calendar 
 
Stitch In - Our next monthly Stitch In will be Saturday, March 18, 2017 from 1:00 to  
4:00 pm.  .  No instruction or fees – just a fun time with other great stitchers.  Share your ideas and 
learn from others.  Refreshments are provided.  
 
Threads, Stitches and More - every Monday, 1:00 to 4:00 pm - an informal canvas embellishment 
class with Karen Chrissinger.  Classes are $11 for two hours and $15 for three hours. 
 
Sip and Stitch – every Tuesday, 7:00 to 9:00 pm - an informal canvas embellishment class, with Jill 
Elia - and wine.  Classes are $11.   
 
Thursdays with Karen - every Thursday, 1:00 to 4:00 pm - an informal canvas embellishment class.  
Classes are $11 for two hours and $15 for three hours. 
 
Private Classes – One-on-one sessions are also available.  These sessions are $25/hour and require 
advance arrangements. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy Stitching! 

Phone: 614-436-3902 

E-mail: jill@louisesneedlework.com 

244 W. Olentangy St. 

Powell, OH  43065 

Louise's Needlework 

March Birthday Bucks 

Bring this coupon and proof of March birth date.  One coupon per year per 

newsletter subscriber.  May not be combined with other coupons and may not be 

used for the purchase of gift certificates or trunk show canvases.  To use this coupon 

for special orders, coupon must be present and payment received at the time special 

orders are placed.   

Expires March 31, 2017  

20% OFF Your Total Purchase 


