
December 2017 There’s Still Time! 
 

December is upon us and the holidays are just ahead!  Many of us are 

shopping and buying gifts for our friends and loved ones.  I have always 

loved to give gifts that I have made to my family and friends.  I know that 

many of you are thinking that it is not possible to complete a piece for 

someone this late in the season; we at Louise’s can help you out.  We carry 

a number of items that are quick stitches and self-finishing.  The items 

range from Sachet pillows, jewelry, to key fobs and eye glass cases.    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gift certificates are always a good gift for that stitcher friend or family 

member and you can always ask for one for yourself as well.  Gift 

certificates can be used toward any purchase at Louise’s including classes, 

finishing, etc. 
 

The staff and I would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy holiday 

season.  We will be changing our hours in order to spend more time with 

our families.  Our December hours are follows:  closing at 4:00 on 

December 22 and reopening on Tuesday December 26th at 10:00a.m.    

We will close Saturday, December 30th at 4:00pm and reopen Tuesday, 

January 2nd at 10:00. 
 

Happy Hanukkah and Merry Christmas from the ladies at Louise’s 
Needlework. 
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Diane shares some tips and 
tricks for compensating. 
 
Clubs 
There is still time to join this 
great, quick, club!  Give us a 
call soon. 
 
Stitching Large Open 
Canvases 
Karen discusses the creative 
advantages in choosing these 
canvases. 
 
 
Our Newest Canvases 
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Contact Us: 
244 W. Olentangy St. 
Powell, OH  
(614) 436-3905 
Jill@louisesneedlework.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Loui
sesNeedlework 
 
Store Hours: (EST) 
Monday:  10am to 4pm 
Tuesday:  10am to 7pm 
Wednesday:  10am to 4pm 
Thursday: 10am to 4pm 
Friday: 10am to 4pm 
Saturday: 10am to 4pm 
 
We are closed December 23, 

2017. 

https://www.facebook.com/LouisesNeedlework
https://www.facebook.com/LouisesNeedlework


Compensation – Part 3 
 

A Few Tips and Tricks 
Diane Snyder 
 

 Establish your pattern by working across the widest part of the painted area.  This will allow you to 
work the stitch pattern above and below until you reach the edges, and then work your 
compensating stitches. 

 

• You can work the complete stitch pattern as it fits the area, and then wait until the end to work 
your compensation stitches.  However, if you are using an overdyed thread, it’s probably better to 
compensate as you go.  It may be helpful to draw your compensating stitches on a diagram before 
stitching. 

 

• If you are compensating along a straight edge, use a Post-It note to mark the straight edge on 
your diagram.  Or, make a copy of your diagram and draw out the compensation stitches as 
needed. 

 

• Try to maintain the correct angle for the compensating stitches.  Take your needle to the end of 
the complete stitch as diagrammed and lay your thread along that line; the hole it crosses at the 
edge of the painted area is the correct ending point for the compensation stitch. 

 

• Use a sharp needle to pierce the canvas threads if necessary to maintain the proper stitch angle.  
Note that this will not work with some of the specialty textured threads, so make sure your thread 
weight and type are appropriate for this technique. 

 

• Keep your stitch pattern in proportion to the painted area.  Check the pattern repeat and make 
sure you have enough room to have multiple repeats.  Avoid having too many compensation 
stitches which will visually disrupt the pattern. 

 

• Matching your stitch pattern to the overall shape and direction of the painted area will minimize the 
amount of compensating necessary.  A complex stitch with oblique angles will be easier to work in 
an area with straight or diagonal edges.  Straight or diagonal stitch patterns will be easier in a 
complex shape with multiple oblique edges. 

 

• Practice, practice, practice!  As with anything else, compensation is a skill that you can improve 
with time. 

 

 

Our Exclusive OSU Pennant Club 
 
Are you a Buckeye fan?  The OSU pennant club is for you. 
Enjoy stitching our OSU Pennant club as you watch the 
game! The club is 4 months with the full thread kit for the 
entire club coming with the first canvas.  The same threads 
will be used throughout the entire series.  The cost is $95 
for the first month and $45 for the next three months.  Call 
the shop to sign up.  GO BUCKS 
 



Stitching Large Open Canvases 
Karen Chrissinger 

 
 My personal definition of a large open canvas, 13 or 18 count, is one with large painted areas within 
the canvas design that are crying out for fancy stitches, beads, ribbons, jewels, etc.  I also think of an 
“open canvas” as one that has a painted surface of at least 12” x 12”…the bigger the canvas the 
better for my stitching purposes.    
 
When I catch sight of a canvas that meets my needs, I admit right up front…I become obsessed.  The 
Three Dancers by Purple Palm Designs is a prime example of that type of canvas   But, I want to take 
it a step further and tell you why I love large open canvases.   
  
Large painted areas on a canvas allow me to explore  different stitches…multi layered stitches, 
stitches with beads, stitches requiring two or three different types of threads.  It’s an opportunity to 
add my own artistic flair by choice or by forced change!  By forced change I mean, I don’t have 
available a thread or a bead or color of thread or type of thread that I envision will work on that 
canvas.  I have to be willing to “give and take”. 
 
A large canvas keeps my imagination active.  Do we all not get into a rut with our stitching?  Or lose 
our mojo?  Well, those large unstitched painted areas wake up my senses!  I ALWAYS try a new 
stitch on a new project.  
 
 A large area also allows for me to actually set a stitch without endless compensation. And large areas 
scream for those multiple layered stitches. 
 
These canvases teach me to understand balance.  Balance between large and small stitches, 
between types of threads, between textures, etc.  I don’t think I have ever gotten this concept down 
perfectly on any canvas…but, I keep trying! 
 
I usually try a new product on each and every canvas.  I have a tremendous stash at home.  BUT - 
Every time I purchase a new canvas, I purchase some new threads, or beads, or ribbons, or trinkets, 
or whatever I can find in the store!  I think that every canvas deserves its own special threads, etc. to 
make the project fun and fresh. And…I also make it a rule to use some of my stash.  This rule actually 
triggers my imagination to go into gear and “make things work”.  The husband especially loves this 
rule! 
 
I'm encouraged to think outside the box.  I play games with myself.  I will pick a stitch for an area and 
then, tell myself I have to select another way of covering an area, whether it is with beads or ribbon or 
thread. 
 
These canvases allow me to try new techniques.  
Use cording…make your own cording.  You can 
Ruche your threads to get a gathered effect. Use 
ribbons as a thread, not just for flowers and leaves 
and embellishment.  Use closely cut turkey work for 
depth and dimension…not just for Santa’s fur!  Bead 
an entire area, no stitch required. 
  
Anyway…the Three Dancers by Purple Palm 
Designs is on display in the shop for viewing.  I think 
it explains best my concept of stitching Large Open 
Canvas.  Keep stitching and make your own 
personal definition of what works for you! 



Just Arrived Canvases 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Prim Santa 

Tapestry FairDesigns. Hand-painted on 13 
mesh. Canvas size is 14 x 16. 

 
Flip Flop State of Mind 

Amy Poore Designs. Hand-painted on 18 mesh. 
Comes with mesh beach bag approximately 15 x 

19. Canvas size is 9 x 9. 

 
Dracula 

Shelley Tribbey Designs. Hand-painted 
on 18 mesh. Stitch Guide and coffin 

included. Canvas size is 5 x 8. 

 

  

Topiary Christmas 
Kirk and Bradley Designs. Hand-painted 

on 13 mesh. Canvas size is 12 x 12. 

 

Dachsund Through the Snow 
Raymond Crawford Designs. Hand-painted on 

18 mesh. Canvas size is 11 x 14. 

Buckeye Stadium 
Kathy Schenkel Designs. Hand-painted 

on 18 mesh. Canvas size is 8 x 8. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Rabbit and Snowman 

HSN Designs. Handpainted on 18 mesh. 
Canvas size 11 x 15. 

 
Morning Daisy 

Julie Mar and Friends Designs. Hand-painted 
canvas on 18 mesh. Canvas size is 11 x 17. 

 
Chicken on Nest 

Shelley Designs. Handpainted canvas on 
18 mesh. Canvas size is 12 x 13. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

December Calendar 
 
Stitch In - There will not be a Stitch In in December. 
 
Closures – We will be closed Saturday, December 23. 
 
Threads, Stitches and More - every Monday, 1:00 to 4:00 pm - an informal canvas embellishment 
class with Karen Chrissinger.  Classes are $11 for two hours and $15 for three hours. 
 
Sip and Stitch – every Tuesday, 7:00 to 9:00 pm - an informal canvas embellishment class, with Jill 
Elia - and wine.  Classes are $11.   
 
Thursdays with Karen - every Thursday, 1:00 to 4:00 pm - an informal canvas embellishment class.  
Classes are $11 for two hours and $15 for three hours. 
 
Private Classes – One-on-one sessions are also available.  These sessions are $25/hour and require 
advance arrangements. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy Stitching! 

Phone: 614-436-3902 

E-mail: jill@louisesneedlework.com 

244 W. Olentangy St. 

Powell, OH  43065 

Louise's Needlework 

December Birthday Bucks 

During the month of December, bring this coupon and proof of your birth date.  One 

coupon per year per newsletter subscriber.  May not be combined with other 

coupons and may not be used for the purchase of gift certificate or trunk show 

canvases.  To use this coupon for special orders, coupon must be present and 

payment received at the time special orders are placed.   

Expires December 31, 2017 

20% OFF Your Total Purchase 


