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Margot Cohen’s Annual
Superbowl Party!

(see Charity news for what
you can do!)
***

March 25,
Quilts of Valor
Merrick – 9 to 4
(see article, page 7)
***

April 24th, 7pm
“Machine
Maintenance”
***
May 22, 10am
“Garage Sale”
***
June 19, 7pm
Annual June Dinner
______

Quilters who took part are: Felicia Roennau, Alice
Palmer, Beverly Gaeta, Linda Vasconi, Dot Seelig,
Ruth Bechtold, Ann Kurz, Anne Stoddard, Lorraine
Keller, Betty Ann Colangelo, Helen O’Dwyer, Carol
Irwin and of course, Margot Cohen.
Anne Stoddard contributed 7 beautiful tops and
everyone had fun!

March is Charity Month for quilters!

March 20, 10am
Charity Month

An annual tradition, Margot’s living room
becomes the scene of an old fashioned quilting
bee! While football fans watched a stunning
upset, a group of quilters produced thirty quilts
which they will display at the March meeting.

LIQS plans to celebrate by making 500 placemats
for meals on wheels. Bring your sewing supplies
to the March meeting and help us meet the goal!

LIQS Calendar

A Message from the
President…
Hello Ladies!!
I don't want to jinx us, but I think the
ground hog got it wrong. I feel like
spring is already here!!
I hope you are enjoying this beautiful
weather we have been having. It is a
good reminder though, that our Quilt
show is just a little over a year
away. Having said that, nobody has
signed up to co-chair the show. In light
of this, the board has decided two
things:
(1) that if we have a show it will be
scaled back in comparison to previous
shows; and
(2) that if nobody signs up to co-chair
the show by the general meeting this
May, we will not have a show at all in
2018.
I truly hope #2 does not come into play,
as I think we all enjoy showing off our
talents and viewing those of others. I
am happy to assist any co-chairs that
step up to take over the production.
I have my fingers crossed!
Be well and Happy Quilting,

Sharon
Thanks to Lois Topper who has taken over
the treasurer’s position while snowbird Elsa
Shea is away!
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I would like to thank all the wonderful ladies that help make the Long Island Quilters’
charity program a success.
Bethany house sent us a lovely thank you letter for the beautiful quilts we donated to them.
It will be displayed at the March meeting.
The Rosa Parks shelter would like the following:
8 quilts for boys ages 2 to 10
5 quilts for girls ages 2 to 7
10 adult quilts
Nassau County Office for the Aging’s Meals-on-Wheels Program would like 500 placemats,
which is the reason for our next project.
The project for our March meeting will be creating placemats for the Nassau County Meals-onWheels program. Members are invited to bring machines and supplies to the meeting. For
anyone who wishes to make placemats ahead of the meeting, the directions are printed on the
next page. Of course you are welcome to use your own pattern if you wish.
Our heartfelt thanks to Jo-Ann Fabric and Craft for their generous contribution.
Their contribution will directly benefit Nassau County Meals 0n Wheels program.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the Senior Quilters at Salisbury for helping us
inch closer to our goal of 500 placemats.
Thank you,
Judy Wollman

More challenge suggestions from Maria Cousins
MODA:

http://blog.modafabrics.com/challengebella-solids/

Quilt Alliance: http://quiltalliance.org/contest/2017contest/

3.

http://artcallforentries.com/

Instructions for a placemat
Supplies for each placemat
Center Fabric 10 x 15
Backing Fabric 16 x 20
Double sided fusible heavy interfacing 12 1/2 x 17 1/2
Per placemat
On your 10x15 piece of fabric, mark a 1/4” line at all corners, that’s your
starting and stopping point.
After you marked all 4 corners, fold the piece in 1/2 and put a pin at the
halfway mark, then fold it the other way and put 2 more pins in the halfway mark
so you end up with 4 pins.
Do the same thing with the larger piece of fabric.
Center the smaller piece of fabric on top of the larger piece, right sides together,
matching
center pins and pin together, pin corners, pin all four sides. It will look little funny.
Place your sewing machine needle in the center of your 1/4” marking and
sew down to the other 1/4” marking. Stop, take placemat off machine and adjust
fabric. Sew all around (4 sides) the placemat leaving an opening on one side,
about the size of your hand so you can turn it. You will end up with dog ears. The
larger fabric will fold over at top and sides.
When finished sewing around, line up the raw edge of one corner, keeping
the fold side next to your body. Take a pencil at the end of the seam, and draw a
line down to the fold, making sure that a straight line of the ruler is on the fold line
of the placemat. Sew from the end of the sew line down to the end, back stitch. Do
that on all 4 (dog ears) sides. Then cut off the dog ears.
Turn it inside out and press.
Press one side of the opening flat (the center fabric) and the other side fold
under.
Measure the placemat and cut the interfacing the same size. Roll-up the
interfacing and insert it in the placemat. Work the interfacing into the corners. It
may help to put a pin in the first corner once it is completely in. Put the rest of
interfacing in the corners. Put a pin where the opening is so when pressed, it
doesn’t move.
When completed, press well. Stitch completely around the placement with a fancy
stitch along the line that joins the two fabrics, that is the area where the opening
is.
4.

Hi Members!
Hope you all enjoyed this mild winter and have made a good dent in your UFO’s and fabric
stash before Spring and the local quilt show season (aka stash building season) begins!
Looking back on Winter…
On January 23rd, despite the imposing forecast, LIQS had the honor of a visit from Roberta
Leonard of Oh Sew Sally. Roberta delighted us with a trunk show from her colorful and creative
array of quilts that elicited many “Oohs and Ahhs” from the standing room only crowd. Her
lecture was both inspiring and informative and I bet more than a few of us left that meeting
room with some new info on quilt techniques or technology from Roberta and her crew. And
MANY of us left with bright ideas, bigger fabric stashes and lighter wallets, as shopping from Oh
Sew Sally’s merchandise tables was top notch.
On February 27th, the previously weather–postponed, Beginner Free Motion Quilting (F.M.Q.)
workshop from fellow LIQS member Maria Gardner took place much to the delight of all her
students. I had the pleasure of staying for the class and look forward to implementing the tips
and techniques Maria taught the class into my quilt making.
So how does one become comfortable and competent in any new task such as F.M.Q.? As we
all know it takes practice, practice, practice…and more practice! (and if you ask me, a tiny glass
of wine can’t hurt!)
Still to come… more exciting speakers and workshops are in store for 2017 including lectures
and workshops from acclaimed quilters Pat Yamin, Susan Sato and Michelle Hiatt! Stay tuned
for dates and more info!
Joy McKeon

Upcoming Meeting Preview
April’s meeting will feature a talk on Machine Maintenance and Needles given by Steve, new proprietor
of Sew Right Sewing Machines in Bayside This a wonderful opportunity to renew the good intentions
you had when your machine was new!
May’s “Garage Sale”meeting is still in the planning stage, but we can let you in on some of the details.
Once you have rounded up all of your good but hardly used sewing items, you can either sell them at
your own table ($30 for a table, $15 for a half), or get together with your friends and get a table
together, or donate your items to a Guild table where the profits will go to the Guild.

5.

Member Workshops
At our August 21st meeting we will have a “station rotation”meeting. The meeting
will be at the Merrick Golf Course in the afternoon. This is the meeting where
members teach mini lessons to groups of members. Each lesson is about ten
minutes long. For me the best part is when I say,”Time is up, move along” and
members groan because they want to learn more from one of our member
teachers.
Each year I struggle to get teachers. People often ask, “What could I teach?” We
have to remember that many of our members are fairly new to quilting and they
need to learn many of the “tricks” you learned many years ago.
Please call me at 516-783-1295 if you would like to be one of our member
teachers. The pay is small but the good feeling you get will fill your heart!
Pat Roaldsen

Quilt the Day Away
Exciting News to report that has nothing to do with Democrats or Republicans.
Quilt the Day Away will return for the fourth year this fall. The date is set for
Sunday , October 22nd from 10 to 3:30. Classes will be held at the Merrick Golf
Club. I once again remind you that we use this facility free of charge because
many of our members live in the Town of Hempstead.
Members are enlisted to teach whole day classes. We have lunch, included in the
price of the class, and many wonderful raffle prizes. Each year we have more
people sign up them for the year before.
I plan to begin sign up for the classes at the
August meeting. Please bring your check that day
so that you get into the class you want to take.
If you have a project you want to teach please
give me a call at 516-783-1295.
6.

.
This past month Joyce Fisher’s daughter Alexis died after a long battle
with breast cancer. Donations in memory of Alexis can be made to the Make a Wish
Foundation. Joyce was touched by the many guild friends who have supported her
during these very difficult days.
______________________________
Wishing everyone a happy and healthy St Patrick’s Day.
Please remember to contact me with any news about members who are ill or who have suffered a
loss.
Carol Irwin

__________________________________________________________________

Quilts of Valor
Do you have a veteran or service person in your family???
Are they a neighbor of yours?
Is it a friend?
Did they grow up with your children?
Now is the time that you can honor these wonderful people.
If you would like to make a quilt of valor for someone in your life, now's the time!
On March 25 we are going to get together and spend the day on QOV. I will bring the leftover 2 1/2” strips from
the last time as well as other fabric I have accumulated.
I would like to demonstrate 2 fairly easy quilt patterns that are good for all levels.
I will quilt all of the quilts and provide the batting all you have to do is make the top and provide a backing that is
at least 3” larger (all sides) than the quilt top.
I think a May 1st deadline for quilting sounds good. I would then get it back to you for the HAND sewing of the
binding. Also a volunteer would be needed to make the labels.
There is a suggestion to make a presentation to the recipients or a family member at either a meeting or at a
special presentation ceremony.
You don’t need to attend on March 25 to be involved with this project. You could start now if you like. (Quilt of
Valor 60” by 80” min.)
I will be at the next meeting to answer any questions that you may have.
Yours in quilting, ,
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Mush

516.431.0991

Rmasters@optonline.net

Happy Birthday to
you…
Gayle Alexander, Lisa Billotto, Cheryl Blam,
Jane Bonvincin, Margaret Butterworth,
Catherine DPietro, Virginia Dittko, Anna
Hanrahan, Susan Harlin, Nancy LaRocca, Nivia
Maldonado, Mary Ellen Orchard, Alice Palmer,
Cora Pandy, Ann Preputnik, Patricia Rooney,
Mo Roth, Elaine Roth, Joanne Simone,

____________________________________________________

Some other thoughts…
Thanks and a round of applause to Maria Gardner whose machine quilting class
drew great praise. And thanks also to Maria for smiling her way through all
sorts of schedule changes and adjustments!
We hope that you read Sharon’s “message from the President” column about
the deadline looming for the start of the planning for the 2018 Quilt Show!
For quilters who are interested in becoming involved in other quilt shows, Maria
Cousins has been researching other venues and posting websites that will be
useful. Look for her text box. Hint, It’s green this month!
Congratulations to all of us on our second place ribbon, but
especially the team that organized the tree decoration for UCP.
Nancy’s beautiful tree skirt, Carol’s wonderful embellishments
made LIQS a winner. Thanks to all from Pat and Marie. Thanks to
Rosemary Brix who will take over for 2017. Discussion is
underway to move our tree to the Freeport Rec Center where all of
us can see it and the proceeds will be given to Toys for Tots!
Finally, if there is anything else you would like to see in the Newsletter…give me
a call, or drop me an email! Thanks, Marie Martin
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March – Block of the Month
Celtic Twist
Cutting Instructions
(cut in order listed)
White/green print (background)
4 rectangles 3½″ x 6½″
1 square 3½˝ x 3½˝
4 squares 2˝ x 2˝
Dark green swirl print, medium lime mottle, light green floral, and dark green
texture (links)—cut from each:
1 strip 2˝ x 5˝
1 rectangle 2˝ x 3½˝
3 squares 2˝ x 2˝
Piecing the Block
1. Referring to Diagram I, sew together 1 white/green print 2˝ square, 1 dark
green swirl print 2˝ square, and 1 medium lime mottle 2˝ x 3½˝ rectangle
to make pieced square. Make 4 total in fabric arrangements shown.
2. Draw diagonal line on wrong side of lime 2˝ square. Place marked square
on white/green3½˝ x 6½˝ rectangle, right sides together, aligning raw
edges (Diagram II). Stitch on drawn line; trim away and discard excess
fabric. Open and press. Repeat on opposite end of rectangle with light
green floral 2˝ square to make pieced rectangle. Make 4 total in fabric
arrangements shown.
3. Referring to Diagram III-A for fabric placement,lay out 2˝ x 5˝ strips around
white/green 3½˝ square.Stitch first seam as shown, starting approximately
2˝ (dot) from top left corner of center square. Open strip and press partial
seam. Following seaming order, add remaining strips. Complete partial
seam to make block center (Diagram III-B).
4. Arrange pieced squares, pieced rectangles, and block center as shown
(Diagram IV). Check placement to make sure that links appear to interlock.
Sew 3 rows, and then sew rows together to make Celtic Twist Block.

April Block of the Month Buzzsaw Block

Cutting Instructions
(cut in order listed)
White print
4 strips 2˝ x 6½˝
12 squares 2˝ x 2˝
Dark print
4 strips 2˝ x 6½˝
4 squares 2˝ x 2˝
Light print
4 strips 2˝ x 6½˝
Medium print
4 strips 2˝ x 6½˝
Piecing the Block
1. Draw diagonal line on wrong side of dark 2˝ square. Referring to
Diagram I-A, place marked square on white print 2˝ x 6½˝ strip,
right sides together, aligning raw edges. Stitch on drawn line; trim
away and discard excess fabric. Open and press to make pieced strip.
Make 4.

In a similar manner, make pieced strips using
assorted light, medium, and dark 2˝ x 6½˝ strips and white 2˝ squares (Diagram IB). Make 4 each.
2. Referring to Diagram II, stitch together 4 pieced strips to make pieced square.
Make 4.

3. Sew together 4 pieced squares to make Buzzsaw Block (Diagram III).

Many thanks to the folks at McCall’s Patterns for permission to use their on line patterns!

Save These Dates
March 20
March 25
April 3
April 24
May 1
May 22
June 5th
June 19
July 24
August 7
August 21

10am
9am
7pm
7pm
7pm
10am
7pm
7pm
7pm
7pm
10am

General meeting
Quilts of Valor Project
Board meeting
General meeting
Board meeting
General meeting
Board meeting
General meeting – June Dinner
General meeting
Board meeting
General meeting – station rotation – Merrick

