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Buffalo Blues 
Designed by Helen Cochran for 
Patchwork Garden’s March 2020 Patchwork Party 
 
This quilt was designed and initially named during the forecasted blizzard of 2020 which turned 
out to be a light snowstorm.  Little did Helen know that it would be finished during the COVID-
19 challenge and that the name would still hold true.  Hopefully, everyone will stay safe 
through this storm as well 

NOTE:  fabric must have a little more than 42” usable width of fabric. 

Once you sew the strips together, you’ll need to cut each strip set into four 10 ½” blocks.  If your fabric isn’t that wide, 
use the alternate fabric cutting directions where you’ll get three 10 ½” blocks from one strip set.  You will have some left 
over blocks that you can use to create coordinating pillows or runners. 

Fabric Requirements (primary or alternate cutting instructions) 

  Primary Cutting     Alternate Cutting 
Four lights: ½ yard each     5/8 yard each 
Four darks: ½ yard each     5/8 yard each 
Border:  ¾ yard      ¾ yard 
Binding: ½ yard      ½ yard 
 
Cutting Instructions 

Primary Cutting Instructions     Alternate Cutting Instructions 
More than 42” Width of Fabric     40” Width of Fabric 
 
From each of four different lights, cut    From each of four different lights, cut 
 (4) 1.5” WOF strips      (5) 1.5” WOF strips 
 (3) 2.5 WOF strips      (4) 2.5 WOF strips 
 
From each of four different darks, cut    From each of four different darks, cut 
 (3) 1.5” WOF strips      (4) 1.5” WOF strips 
 (4) 2 ½” WOF strips      (5) 2 ½” WOF strips 
 
Borders (cut same for primary or alternate cutting) 
Cut (6) 4.25” strips -- if you’d rather not piece your borders, you’ll need to purchase one and 2/3 yards and then cut on 
lengthwise grain 
 
Binding (cut same for primary or alternate cutting) 
Cut (7) 2 ¼” or 2 ½” strips 
 
Construction 
The quilt is made from just two blocks which measure 10 ½” unfinished 

Block A:  The outer fabrics are a 1” light strip 
Block B:  The outer fabrics are a 1” dark strip 
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Constructing Block A: 
Sew the following strips together in this order: 

Light 1 (1.5” strip) 
Dark 1 (2.5” strip) 
Light 2 (1.5” strip) 
Dark 2 (2.5” strip) 
Light 3 (1.5” strip) 
Dark 3 (2.5” strip) 
Light 4 (1.5” strip) 

Make three strip sets and then sub-cut into thirteen 10 ½” squares. 
 
Constructing Block B: 
Sew the following strips together in this order: 
 Dark 1 (1.5” strip) 
 Light 1 (2.5” strip) 
 Dark 2 (1.5” strip) 
 Light 2 (2.5” strip) 
 Dark 3 (1.5” strip) 
 Light 3 (2.5” strip) 
 Dark 4 (1.5” strip) 
Make three strip sets and then sub-cut into twelve 10 ½” squares. 
 
Constructing Rows: 
Rows 1, 3 and 5:  Join blocks together in the following order:  A, B, A, B, A making sure to keep the fabrics in each block A 
in the same position and the fabrics in each block B in the same position.  This creates the illusion of the basket weave. 
 
Rows 2 and 4:  Join blocks together in the following order:  B, A, B, A, B making sure to keep the fabrics in blocks B and A 
in the same order as you did to create rows 1, 3 and 5. 
 
Assembling the Quilt: 
Join rows 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 together making sure to keep the fabrics in the same positions to create the basket weave. 
Sew two border strips together end to end, not on diagonal.  Repeat so you have two long border strips.  Measure the 
center of quilt from top to bottom and cut two joined borders to that measure.  Add the borders to each side of the 
quilt.  Sew remaining border strips and excess from the side borders together end to end, not on the diagonal.  Measure 
the center of quilt from side to side.  Cut two joined borders to that measure.  Add the borders to the top and bottom of 
the quilt. 
 
Finishing the Quilt: 
Debbie Robida quilted a wonderful all over hearts pattern.  I added a two-color binding using the Shortcut Binding Tool 
as an optional finish.  If you want to use a two-color binding you’ll need to adjust the fabric requirements per the 
Shortcut Binding Tool directions.  These instructions and the optional kit assume a standard binding made from 2 ¼” or 2 
½” strips. 
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