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Reading Pocket 18” Pillow 
 
No matter how old or young you are, nothing’s better than cuddling up with a 
pillow and reading a great book.  This pattern creates an 18” pillow with a 
convenient pocket for holding a book(s).  A handle makes it easy to carry from 
room to room.  The binding on the pocket and outside edges add a fun pop of 
color.  It closes with a zipper (either a traditional one or a Zippity-Do-Done) so 
the pillow form can be removed for easy cleaning. 
 
Materials Needed 

18” Pillow 
Three different 18” x 18” pieces or a fat quarters.  You’ll use one for the front, one for the pocket and one for the back. 
¼ yard for binding, handle and pocket binding 
½ yard of fusible fleece  
18” or larger zipper (we used 30” ByAnnie zipper or a Zippity-Do-Done) 
1/4” piecing foot 
Basic sewing supplies 

 
Cutting Instructions 
For the front, cut one 18” x 18” square 
For the pocket, cut one 18” x 18” square 
For the back, cut two 9” x 18” pieces 
From the fusible fleece, cut one 18” x 18” and one 9” x 18” piece. 
 
For the binding and handle: 

(a) cut one 4 ½” by WOF piece and sub-cut in this order:  (1) 4” x 10” 
for handle.  Then, cut (2) 2 ¼” by remaining WOF strips.  From 
one of these, cut a 2 ¼” x 18” for pocket binding. Reserve what’s 
left, along with the the second one for pillow binding (“reserve”). 

(b) cut another 2 ¼” x WOF piece.  Join it together with the two 
“reserve” piece from above to create one long strip. 

 
Make The Pillow Front 
Following manufacturer’s instructions for a firm hold, fuse the 18” x 18” fusible fleece to the wrong side of the pillow 

front 18” square. 
Fold the 18” x 18” pocket piece in half wrong sides together to create one piece that is 9” x 18”.  Open up this pocket 

piece and insert a 9” x 18” piece of fusible fleece on one side.  Fuse to the wrong side of the fabric for a firm hold.  
Then, fold wrong side together so it measures 9” x 18” with the right sides facing out.  Use Wonder Clips or Seam Align 
Glue to hold the edges in place. 

Fold the 2 ¼” x 18” piece of binding in half, wrong sides together.  Place the pocket right side up with the fold on the left.  
Align the raw edges of binding along the folded edge of the pocket.  Clip, pin or glue in place.  Stitch on with a ¼” 
seam.  Press to the outside and then fold over to the other side.  Hold in place with clips and then from the front, 
stitch in the ditch to secure the binding to the wrong side. 

Note:  This is a change from the video.  
To make sure you have enough 

binding, join a total of two full 2 ¼” 
strips with what was leftover from the 

2 ¼” strip you cut the  
2 ¼” x 18” piece from. 
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Place the pillow front right side up.  (If directional, make sure the design is running top to bottom.).  Align the bottom of 
the pocket with the bottom of the pillow front, aligning raw edges.  Clip or pin and then baste in place by sewing a 
1/8” seam around the outer edges of the pocket. 

 
Make The Pillow Back 
If using the Zippity-Do-Done zipper, place the zipper vertically with the zipper pull toward the top.  Open the flap on the 

left side of the zipper. Insert the 18” side of one of the backing pieces so it is nested in between the layers.  Hold in 
place with pins or Seam Align Glue.  Stitch through all layers staying close the outer folded edge of the Zippity-Do-
Done casing.  Insert the 18” side of the remaining backing piece on the opposite side of the zipper making sure to line 
up the edges of the fabric at the top.  Topstitch in place.  Measure your piece and trim so it is 18” square making sure 
the zipper slide is in the middle.  Stitch across each end of the zipper tape slightly inside the ends of the fabric to 
create new stops. 

 
If using a ByAnnie Zipper, with right sides together, align zipper along the long bottom edge of one 9" x 18" back pieces.  

Allow the ends of the zipper to extend beyond the fabric on each 
end and the long edge of the zipper to extend ¹⁄16" to ⅛" beyond 
the long edge of the fabric. Attach the zipper to the strip, sewing a 
generous ¼" from the edge. 

 
Turn the zipper tape to the inside of the strip and sew along the very edge 

of the zipper tape, flattening it against the strip as you go (figure 2). This 
will enclose the raw edges and give you a nice ¼" line of topstitching on 
the outside of the strip. 

 
Being careful to align the fabric on each end, follow the steps above to 

sew the other side of the zipper to the long edge of the remaining 9" x 
18" backing. 

 

Move the zipper slide to the inside of the strip and stitch across each end of the zipper tape slightly inside the ends of 
the fabric to create new stops. Trim the excess zipper tape even with the quilted fabric on each end.  Measure your 
piece and trim so it is 18” square, making sure the zipper slide is in the middle. 

Creating The handle 

Take your 4” x 10” piece.  Fold in half wrong sides together so it measures 2” x 10” and press well.  Open and press raw 
edges to center create.  Fold in half again to create a 1” x 10” piece with raw edges concealed in the center.  Topstitch 
both long sides. 

Place your back right side up. At the top, fold in half and finger press to mark the top center of the pillow.  Make a light 
mark 2 ½” on either side of center.  Using these marks as a guide, glue or pin the raw edges of the handle to the top 
center of the pillow back so there is a 5” space between the two ends of the handle.  Topstitch in place.  Pin to the 
inside so it doesn’t get caught in the seam when you assemble the pillow. 

Finishing The pillow 

Place the pillow back right side down.  Place the pillow front right side up with the pocket at the bottom.  Stitch an 1/8” 
around all four edges to baste in place.  Add your binding just like you were binding a quilt!  Flip up the handle and top 
stitch it in place. 


