
The seasons of the 
year shape our reli-
gious imagination.  For 
example, the winter 
solstice on Dec. 21 
brings the shortest time 
of sunlight during the 
year; it seems that 
darkness has tri-
umphed. And then the 
daylight begins to 
lengthen.  That’s when 
we celebrate the Birth of Christ- the Light that 
has come into the world to push back the 
Darkness. The word “Lent” comes from an old 
English word referring to when the daylight is 
“lengthening” during the late winter. 
 

Many Jewish feast days occurred around har-
vest days.  Passover in spring occurs near the 
barley harvest in spring.  Pentecost occurs 
near the wheat harvest in summer and also 
the grape harvest for the new wine.  The 
Feast of Booths, when they celebrate God’s 
care for their ancestors during 40 years in the 
desert, occurs near the autumn harvest.   
 
Ever since Man began to cultivate crops 
12,000 years ago rather than simply forage for 
food, the harvest season has been an occa-
sion of thanks.  For our early ancestors, a 
good harvest meant they would not go hungry 
during the winter. In our times, a good harvest 
and good prices means bills can be paid and 
hopefully a little extra to get ahead.  We have 

a national holiday of 
Thanksgiving, which is a 
harvest celebration.   
 
The idea of the Harvest as 
the end of labors and a 
time of rejoicing is deeply 
woven into the human 
psyche.  The image of har-
vest at the end of the grow-
ing season is also used in 

the Bible to help us grasp The End of Time.  
Jesus himself used this image: 
 
The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 
Therefore beg the Lord of the harvest to send 
out workers into His harvest.  Matthew 9:37-38 
 
Allow both weeds and wheat to grow together 
until the harvest; then gather up the weeds and 
bind them in bundles to burn them; but gather 
the wheat into my barn. Matthew 13:30 
 
Lift up your eyes and look on the fields, that they 
are white for harvest. Already he who reaps is 
receiving wages and is gathering fruit for life 
eternal.  John 4:35-36 
 
St. James says: 
Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the 
Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the 
land to yield its valuable crop.   James 5:7 
 
In the Book of Revelation we read: 
An angel came out of the temple crying out with 
a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, "Put in 
your sickle and reap, for the hour to reap has 
come, the harvest of the earth is ripe."  Revela-
tion 14:15-16 

 
As we get closer to the end of the year, we con-
sider the Harvest at the End of Time.  Our read-
ings will focus more and more on this reality.   
 
Then on Sunday, December 1st, we start a 
new Liturgical Year with the 1st Sunday of 
Advent.  And once again we will take a whole 
year to ponder the mystery of the Promise, the 
Birth, the Ministry, the Death, the Resurrection, 
and the Return at the End of Time of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.  
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Father Joel McNeil        
 712-643-5808 

Cell  712-647-8247 
frjoel@outlook.com  

 
Parish Office   
 712-643-5115 

churchspsh@gmail.com  
Office Hours  9:00am-4:00pm  
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 
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Asmara, Eritrea, Africa, Sep 17, 2019 (Catholic News 
Agency)- Seven religious schools in Eritrea, four of them 
sponsored by the Catholic Church, have been seized by 
the country’s government this month. “If this is not ha-
tred against the faith and against religion what else can it 
be?” Eritrea’s bishops asked in a Sept. 4 letter addressed 
to the Minister of Public Education. 

The schools have been nationalized, and will reportedly 
now be run by the country’s education ministry.  The 
Eritrean government has also seized Church-run health 
facilities. "The actions that are being taken against our 
educational and health institutions are contrary to the 
rights and to the legitimate freedom of the Church,” the 
bishops wrote in their Sept. 4 letter. 

The bishops also suggested that the government raise to 
them any objections to the way in which Catholic schools 
and hospitals are administered in Eritrea.  “If there are 
situations that need to be corrected or adjusted, not only 
is it good, but even the only viable way, in order for this 
to take place in a context of an open and constructive 
dialogue,” the bishops wrote. 

Eritrea is a one-party state whose human rights record 
has frequently been deplored.  It is believed the seizures 
are retaliatory, after the Church in April called for re-
forms to reduce emigration.  The bishops had also called 
for national reconciliation. 

Government seizure of Church property is not new, how-
ever.  A 1995 decree restricting social and welfare pro-

Eritrean bishops say seizure of 
Catholic schools is 'hatred 

against the faith'  

Missionary Appeal September 21/22 

Father Ambrose from Des Moines co-
celebrated mass with us on September 22. 

Once a year we get the opportunity of hearing from a missionary or-
ganization about what they are doing to advance the Kingdom of 
Christ somewhere in the world, giving us a chance to partner with 
them directly. 

This year we learned about the Catholic Diocese of Barentu in Eri-
trea, Africa.  Eritrea is a small country on the Horn of Africa.  Eritrea 
has a long coastline on the Red Sea facing Saudi Arabia and Yemen. 
The diocese borders Sudan and Ethiopia.  Sadly, Eritrea is a very con-
flicted area, gaining its independence from Ethiopia after 30 years of 
struggle, only in the early 1990s.  It is one of the poorest countries in 
the world. Its government has one of the worst human rights records 
in the world.   

The diocese was created in 1995 and has about 50,000 members 
(only 5% of the population).  They have: 13 parishes, 79 missions, 28 
priests (7 diocesan, 21 religious), 24 brothers, 35 sisters, 9 seminari-
ans. 

jects to the state has been used intermittently since then to seize or 
close ecclesial services. In July 2018, an Eritrean Catholic priest help-
ing immigrants and refugees in Italy said that authorities had recently 
shut down eight free Catholic-run medical clinics. He said authorities 
claimed the clinics were unnecessary because of the presence of state 
clinics. 

Christian and Muslim schools have also been closed under the 1995 
decree, according to the US Commission on International Religious 
Freedom's 2019 annual report.  Eritrea has been designated a Coun-
try of Particular Concern since 2004 for its religious freedom abuses 
by the US Department of State. 

Many Eritreans, especially youth, emigrate, due to a military conscrip-
tion, and a lack of opportunities, freedom, education, and health 
care.  A July 2018 peace agreement between Ethiopia and Eritrea, 
which ended a conflict over their mutual border, led to an open bor-
der which has allowed for easier emigration. 

Catholics make up 4 percent of Eritrea’s population. 



A crowd of 1,500 is expected 
for the ordination on Friday at  
St. Francis of Assisi Church in 
West Des Moines.  About 1,000 
people can be seated in the wor-
ship space, with an overflow 
room set up to accommodate 
others.  A ticket will be needed 
to enter the worship center 
and the overflow room. 
 
Everyone will be able to watch 
the ordination and pray as one 
faith community. All will be 
able to go online and watch 
the service beginning at 2 
p.m.  
 

A live broadcast will be 
carried at:dmdiocese.org, face-
book.com/dmdiocese and through Iowa 
Catholic Radio. 
 

The ordination Mass will include Dubuque Arch-
bishop Michael Jackels as the presider with the 
other two Iowa bishops as co-consecrators, Sioux 
City Bishop R. Walker Nickless and Davenport 
Bishop Thomas Zinkula.  Pope Francis’ repre-
sentative in the United States, Archbishop Chris-
tophe Pierre, will affirm that the Holy Father 
named Bishop-elect Joensen as the 10th bishop for 
the Diocese of Des Moines. The ordination rite 
will occur after the homily.  
 
Archbishop Jackels will use chrism oil to conse-

crate the bishop-elect.  The 
archbishop will give him 
three signs of a bishop: 
-an episcopal ring, which sig-
nifies fidelity; 
-a miter, which signifies the 
bishop’s resolve to pursue 
holiness; and 
-a crosier (pastoral staff), 
which is a reminder of the 
bishop’s pastoral care for the 
people of his diocese. 
 
There are two opportunities 
open to everyone to welcome 
Bishop-elect Joensen to the 
diocese: 
An evening prayer service, 
called vespers, will be the 

night before the ordination. All are welcome to St. 
Ambrose Cathedral on Sept. 26 for a service beginning 
at 7 p.m. at which the cathedral’s doors will literally be 
opened as the diocese welcomes him. 

Immediately following the ordination on 
Sept. 27, a public reception will be held at the Hy-Vee  
Ron Pearson Center beginning at 4:30 p.m.  
 
At the recent news conference announcing his appoint-
ment, Bishop-elect Joensen said:  

“I may be fortunate to have lived and studied 
in different places in the country and even the 
world, but I love this state and its people with 
their rootedness in the land and their deep 
faith, and I’ve always wanted to spend my life 
here serving others.”   

Upon his retirement, Bishop Pates will return to 
the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, 
where he will assist Archbishop Bernard Hebda in 
the pastoral service of students at St. Thomas 
Academy and Visitation Academy high schools as 
well as parishes and institutions in the archdio-
cese. Bishop Pates will continue to be involved 
with boards of directors and other organizational 
activities.  

Welcome Bishop William Joensen  

  Goodbye and Godspeed Bishop Pates 
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It wouldn’t be Applefest without caramel apples, and there wouldn’t be 

caramel apples at Applefest without Sacred Heart Church.  For several 

years now, Julie Reisz has led a group of parishioners and youth to 

wash, caramel, stick and sprinkle apples for our community’s annual 

event.   Last year, despite the 

crummy weather, all of the ap-

ples sold, and thousands of dol-

lars were raised to support so-

cial concerns in our community 

and youth activities such as 

Catholic Youth Camp.  Come downtown during Applefest to purchase 

your caramel apples.   

An opportunity to share our faith! 

Sticky Business Supports Youth Activities 
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Images inside the newly renovated church 

A fresh coat of paint, gold stenciling, new carpet and tile.  The 
work is nearly complete, and it is wonderful to be back in the 
church to celebrate mass.   

Church Interiors is working out the final details, and new altar 
furnishings will be arriving in a month or two. 

Invite all your family and friends to join us for mass in our 
beautifully renovated church. 
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This compares to actual tithing/collections of $56,856.   Thank you to all who have 
contributed and who continue to contribute to this primary source of parish income.  
Last year’s budget had total parish income projected at $71,760 and total projected ex-
penses of $75,874 for a small projected loss of ($4114).   Last year’s actual total in-
come was $78,714 with actual expenses of $111,732 for an actual negative net of 
($33,018), but this # is deceiving as we paid out an unbudgeted $41,093* (see below) 
1st installment payment for the church interior renovation project.  Removing this ex-
traordinary $41,093 payment more realistically shows our true actual budget and an 
$8,086 positive net income for the past year. 

Breakdown summary below of budgeted vs actuals for 2018/19. 
 
INCOME    Budgeted Actual 
Tithing    $45,600  $48,215 
Loose Plate   $9,000  $8,640 
Other donations   $3,360  $6,935 
Rental income   $6,000  $5,825 
Fund raising   $7,800  $9,099 
Total Income   $71,760  $78,714 
 
EXPENSES   Budgeted Actual     
Salary & benefits   $18,186  $16,650 
Administrative services  $18,906  $18,724   
Buildings & grounds  $17,946  $22,225 
Faith formation/youth ministry $8,876  $5,909 
Other    $11,960  $7,131   
  
Capital (Church interior)  $0  $41,093   (this was an extraordi-
nary capital expense)* 
Total Expense   $75,874  $111,732 
 
INCOME less EXPENSES ($4,114)      ($33,018) *    
but actual net income is realistically $8,086  
 
The general operation of Sacred Heart Parish is to have a balanced budget.  The goal is 
to have income at least equal to and hopefully greater than expenses over the course of 
the year.    We are working at preparing a budget projection for the July 1, 2019 
through June 30, 2020 fiscal year.   
 
The projected cost of the church interior renovation project is approximately $165,000.  
We have paid $41,093 to date.  This came out of our checking account.  We still need 
to raise a minimum of 25% of the cost of the project, $41,250, via fundraising efforts as 
per the approval requirements from the Diocese.   

Red Kenkel (Donald) 712-647-2762 
Randy Coenen 712-579-9977 
    RCoenen@scsbnet.com  
Rhonda Probasco 712-647-3207 
    grprobas@windstream.net  
Bob Sullivan 712-647-3057 
    mbsully@iowatelecom.net  
Brenda Loftus 712-647-2390 
    nbloftus@iowatelecom.net  
Sue Assmann 712-579-6537 
    assmannsue@gmail.com   
 

Financial Report to the People 
of Sacred Heart Parish 2019 

By Randy Coenen 

The past fiscal year ran from July 1, 
2018 to June 30, 2019 and we therefore 
wished to share this year-end financial 
report with the parish.   We would like 
to thank all the people who contribute 
their time, talents and treasure to help 
conduct the affairs of the parish. 

Each year the Annual Diocesan Appeal 
is made.  In 2018 we had exceeded our 
goal, but so far in 2019 we are still 
$742 short of reaching our $14,492 
goal assessed by the Des Moines Dio-
cese.  Thank you to the 32 donors who 
generously supported the ADA.  Please 
consider still making a pledge to help 
meet our goal.  Any shortage will have 
to be made up from other parish funds 
and any excess over our assessment/
goal comes back directly to the parish.  
Last year we got $1,065 excess ADA 
funds and $850 excess Capital Cam-
paign funds back from the Diocese. 

This last fiscal year, ending on June 30, 
2019, total parish projected tithing/
collections budgeted was $54,600.  
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Finance Council Report      

 Jean Stamp (Social Concerns) 
     712-249-5327 
     jean.stamp@gmail.com 
Teresa Coenen (Evangelization)  
     712-579-6537 
     teresa@stitchintree.com  
  
During our August 27 meeting, we 
discussed the church renovation pro-
gress and the need to raise funds to 
complete the project.  Fr. Joel will be 
sending a letter out soon to initiate 
the fundraising. 

 
We will continue to host social gath-
erings each quarter to encourage fam-
ily involvement: 

• Chili Cookoff December 8th 
• Mardi Gras 
• Chicken Dinner (date will be 

changed) 
• Parish Picnic  
 
We will meet October 19 9am-3pm to 
discuss parish needs and set goals. 

Sue Assmann President (Finance    
     Comm) 712-579-6537 
     assmannsue@gmail.com  
Greg Reisz (Bldgs & Maintenance) 
     712-592-1580 
     greisz@e4sons.com  
Annette Dunlop (Liturgy)  
     712-592-0063 
     amdunlop@gmail.com 
Ryan Coenen (Secretary) 
     712-592-0732 
     rcoenen@woodbine.k12.ia.us  

Parish Council Report 

mailto:RCoenen@scsbnet.com
mailto:grprobas@windstream.net
mailto:mbsully@iowatelecom.net
mailto:nbloftus@iowatelecom.net
mailto:assmannsue@gmail.com
mailto:jean.stamp@gmail.com
mailto:teresa@stitchintree.com
mailto:assmannsue@gmail.com
mailto:greisz@e4sons.com
mailto:rcoenen@woodbine.k12.ia.us


Also, Sunday, October 20 is 
Catholic Daughter Day.  There 
will be a free will offering bake 
sale and breakfast following 
10:30 Mass.  proceeds will go 
toward our Adopt-A-Family at 
Christmas! 

 

 

Regent: Bev Wendt  
Vice Regent: Annette Dunlop  
Recording Sec’y: Jean Stamp  
Treasurer: Deb Heller  
Financial Secretary: Anita Fouts  
Newsletter Editor: JoEtt Cogdill 

——————————————- 

Catholic Daughters will be col-
lecting for Birthright the month 
of October.  We will have a Pack 
and Play set up in the back of 
church.  They are in need of 
newborn through size 1 diapers, 
newborn through 6 month size 
clothing, and other baby needs 
such as blankets, lotions, soaps, 
etc. 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

Upcoming  
Service Projects: 
October – Baby 
Shower for Birth Right 
 
December – Care Pkgs. for Col-
lege Freshmen 
 
April – Toiletry Bags for Phoenix 
House 

 Please continue saving toiletry items for the Phoenix 
House.  There is a box at the back of the church to  

deposit those items. 

renovation of our church interior” Mary 
Eby 

“Beautiful!” Liz Lenz 

“ We are so fortunate to have been able 
to have this project done. It is beautiful 
and I can hardly wait for the new altar 
furniture to come.” Anita Fouts 

“So happy to have our parish come 
together and beautify our church!” 
Laura Hansen 

 

SUE ASSMANN, ANITA FOUTS and 
HELEN REISZ visited the Koley metal 
repair, plating and engraving shop. 
Koley’s of Omaha recently acquired 
COSGROVES RELIGIOUS GOODS 
and the “church ladies” chose new al-
tar furnishings and entry fonts. Koley’s 

banner message as you exit 
church  

Quotes from a few on Church Interior 
committee: 

“I hope our work honors Mr. Skalla’s 
intention of gifting the churches of 
Harrison County a way to take care of 
their sacred dwelling places. “ Andrea 
Harper 

“ So nice to have an updated, beautiful 

has the capability to customize pieces 
to match some of our antiques and 
since it is all done in house they even 
kept us UNDER BUDGET. 
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Church Interior Project                                         —Andrea Harper 
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November 
 
Nov 1 -  All Saints Day (holy day 
of Obligation), mass at 6pm 
 
Nov 2 - All Souls Day, 8:30am at 
St. Patrick 
 
Nov 20 - Community Thanksgiv-
ing Service at First Christian 
Church, 7pm 
 
(Nov 21 - 12 youth and 2 adults 
leave for the National Catholic 
Youth Conference in Indianapolis) 
 
Nov 21 - Mass at Rose Vista, 1pm 
 
Nov 21 - Adult Faith Enrichment at 
7pm 
 
Nov 27 - Combined parish 
Thanksgiving Mass, 7pm at St. 
Patrick this year 

October 
 
Oct 5 - First Saturday Mass, 8:30am 
 
 
Religious 
Education 
starts 
Sun Oct 6 K-
5th grade: Sundays 9:45 - 10:30am 

Tues Oct 8 6th grade:  
Tuesdays 3:30 - 4:15pm 

Wed Oct 9 Jr. & Sr. High:  
Wednesdays 6:30pm dinner; 7:00 - 
8:00pm  class 
 
Oct 13 - canonization of Cardinal 
Newman in Rome 
 
Oct 13 - Eucharistic Adoration, 
3pm 
 
Oct 15 - Finance Council 
 
Oct 17 - Mass at Rose Vista, 1pm 
 
Oct 17 - Adult Faith Enrichment, 
7pm 
 
Oct 19 - Pastoral Planning Day for 
Pastoral Council, 9am 
 

Mark your calendars and get your 
spoon ready…  December 8 marks 
the SECOND ANNUAL Sacred Heart 
Good Samaritan Chili Cook Off.  

The event will be held after mass in 
the Parish Center.  Six or more teams 
will compete for bragging rights.  
Chili, breads, vegetables, and des-
serts will be served for a free will do-
nation.  The funds generated will be 
earmarked for social concerns.  With 

the Holidays fast approaching, we 
have parish families who’s needs 
are greater than their pocketbooks.   

More details will appear in the bul-
letin, but if you would like to form 
a Chili Team, contact Stephany 
Coenen 712-579-7259. 
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Mark Your Calendars 

What’s Cookin’ at Sacred Heart 

December 
 
Dec 1 - First Sunday of Advent, Cy-
cle A:  We start a new worship year, 
and St. Matthew’s Gospel will be our 
guide. 
 
Dec 6 - Feast of St. Nicholas 
 
Dec 7 - First Saturday Mass, 8:30 am 
 
Dec 8 - 2nd Annual Chili Cook Off 
 
Dec 15 - Eucharistic Adoration at 3pm 
 
Dec 17 - Finance Council 
 
Dec 19 - Mass at Rose Vista, 1pm 
 
Dec 19 - Adult Faith Enrichment 
 
Dec 24 - Christmas Eve Mass at 4pm 
 
Dec 25 - Christmas Day Mass at 
10:30am 
 
Dec 31 - Feast of the Motherhood of 
Mary (holy day of obligation), Mass at 
4pm 
 
Jan 1 -  Feast of the Motherhood of 
Mary (holy day of obligation), Mass 
at 10:30am  
Happy New Year - 2020 AD !! 



 

    
  

Religious Education 

Mindy Crook- Religious Education Coordinator-712-592-1127 

Hannah Heistand – Elementary Religious Education Coordinator- 712-216-0615 

 

K-5th Grade  

Class held on Sunday from 9:45 – 10:30 a.m. before 
10:30 Mass 

Begins October 6th 2019 

6th Grade  

Class begins October 8th 2019 at 3:30 – 4:15 at parish 
hall.  

 Jr. High & High School  

Class held on Wednesday Nights from 6:30-8:00.  
6:30 Dinner 
7:00 -8:00 Class 
 
Begins October 9th, 2019 
Sacred Heart Religious Ed Kickoff event in September at Willow 
Lake. Scavenger Hunt for students, potluck and parent meeting.  
Date will be determined soon and notification will be sent out. 
 
Each of the student’s parent are expected to prepare meal for 
Wednesday nights. At the parent meeting we will have a sign-up 
sheet. Further discussion will be at the parent meeting.  
 
 

 

Please complete for our classroom records- one for per family. Please return to church 
as soon as possible. 

 

▫ Students Name(s) and Grade:  

 

▪ Parents 

 Name:  

 Address:  

 Phone Number:  

 E-mail:  

 EMERGENCY CONTACT NAME & NUMBER 

 

Do any of your children have nay allergies and/or needs your teacher should be aware of?  
Have your child/ children been baptized? 

We need more teachers and helpers.   
Is God calling you? 
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