
 
When you write a date like “2019 
AD”, the AD stands for the Latin 
phrase "anno Domini nostri Jesu 
Christi”, which translates "in the 
year of our Lord Jesus 
Christ".  We count the years since 
the birth of Christ.  The moment 
that God personally visited our 
world and entered into our human 
family splits all of human history 
into two parts- before and after.  It 
is THE most important thing that 
has ever happened on planet 
earth. 
 
So what will the year 2019 
bring?  We have no idea.   
 
We don’t know what the year 
brings, but we know who brings 
us this new year- our Lord Je-
sus Christ.  It is already his 
year.  He is the Lord of all 
time.  During the Easter Vigil we 
pray, “Christ yesterday and today; 
the Beginning and the End; the 
Alpha and the Omega.  All time 
belongs to him, and all the ages.” 
 
What are your hopes for 2019?   
 
New Year’s resolutions don’t gen-
erally seem to be helpful.  But set-
ting some goals is a good idea.  
When we set clear, specific, rea-
sonable goals, we seem to head in 
that direction.  A goal is not a wish 
or a hope (“I hope I win the lot-
tery!”).  A goal has a clear objec-
tive.  It has clear steps.  It has a 
clear timeline. 

 
A common New Year’s resolution is 
“I’m going to lose weight.”  A goal 
would be:  “I’m going to exercise 4 
times a week for 30 minutes.  I’m go-
ing to cut down on cola and candy.  I 
am going to lose 1 pound a week for 
40 weeks.”  New Year’s resolutions 
usually don’t make it to February.  A 
clear goal can motivate us all year. 
 
What are your spiritual goals for 
this year?   
 
Will this be the year you read all of 
the New Testament?  The year you 
start carrying a rosary in your vehi-
cles and pray it on your way to 
Woodbine or Denison?  The year 
you start listening to the Catholic ra-
dio station 102.7 FM in your car?  
The year you make a commitment to 
daily prayer and weekly worship? 
 
It is my hope that 2019 will be a year 
of growth for the parish.  That we will 
see greater involvement and en-
gagement.  It is my hope that a year 
from now we will see the parish be-
ing renewed and re-energized so 
that it will be a vibrant community of 
faith for another 100 years.  And 
each one of us plays an irreplacea-
ble role in that.   
 
May God bless us and may God 
bless St. Patrick Parish in the Year 
of Our Lord 2019 ! 
    Fr. Joel 

From Fr. Joel— 
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Father Joel McNeil        
 712-643-5808 

Cell  712-647-8247 
frjoel@outlook.com  

 
Parish Office   
 712-643-5115 

churchspsh@gmail.com  
Office Hours  9:00am-4:00pm  
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 

The Year of Our Lord 2019 



This fall, the students of the Sacred 
Heart religious educa on pro-
gram were able to par cipate 
in making their very own pock-
et rosary. Lydia Caldeira from 
St. Patrick’s in Missouri Valley, 
an avid rosary maker, agreed to 
help the students. Father Joel 
par cipated in the class along 
with the students & a er com-
ple on, blessed all the rosaries. 
The teachers have since found 
that students have been using 
the rosaries during football 
games & before tests. This age 
old tool has been a big hit! Mary & 
Bob Weis a ended a RE class to 
lead the rosary with students. 
The students have been more 
interested in possibly leading 
the rosary at the nursing home 
or in small groups. Through 
this, we’ve had people inquire 
on how to purchase a pocket 
rosary & that got our wheels 
turning. Lydia who has made 
over 400 rosaries for giveaways 
agreed to order supplies & help 
with a fundraiser for Sacred 
Heart Youth Ministry. She or-
dered supplies from the Va -
can for this project with 
enough to make 100 rosaries. 

We offered a “Make & Take 
Pocket Rosary” workshop on 
Sunday December 9th. We had 
9 par cipants in the workshop 
& have sold over 50 rosaries to 
date. These rosaries are nice to 
hang from a bag, keep in your 
car or add to your key ring as a 
reminder to pray & know that 
God is alway with you. Our goal 
is to sell 100 so they will be 
available for purchase un l sold 
out! Contact Laura Hansen at 
712.592.1980 to make a pur-
chase. Thank you to everyone 
who has supported this mission 
& fundraiser. 

Parish Council president, Sue Assmann contacted Gene Probasco to 
build a hand rail to assist those using steps onto the altar. Thank you Sue 
and Gene for creating this accommodation. As we think about furnishing 
our sacred spaces, we strive to make our church welcoming to all! 

The Missalettes being relocated into the pews are helping us keep our 
back aisles clear for better traffic flow. We added the book covers to 
help us preserve the book jackets and create a place for prayer cards and 
special notes for the season. We had a great group of daily mass at-
tendees help us put on all the covers in less than an hour after daily 
mass. Many hands made light work and then we socialized over muffins 
and coffee. Thank you to all who are so willing to lend a hand make our 
parish an extension of God’s family! 
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Make & Take Pocket Rosaries      

  What’s New? 

SACRED HEART PARISH 

Regular Weekend 
Schedule 

Saturdays at 4:00pm 
Sundays at 9:00am 
Weekday Masses 
Tuesdays  8:00am 
Thursdays   8:00am 
Reconciliation  
Saturdays  3:00pm 
Religious Ed  K – 5th grade 
Sunday am after mass 
Grades 6 – 12 Wednesday 
 Evenings   7:00pm  

contributed by Andrea Harper 

contributed by Laura Hansen 



Church Interior Design 

Since our last newsletter, efforts have continued to move 
the church interior design plan forward.  Father Joel as-
sessed the level of parishioner support for the proposed 
design. Voting ballots were provided in church and in the 
mail to all registered families.  The majority of our pa-
rishioners were in support of the design.  With this infor-
mation, Father Joel and members of the finance council, 
parish council and art & environment committee travelled 
to Des Moines to meet with the diocesan building com-
mittee.  We are required to have diocesan approval for 
this renovation project. 

Approval was given for the design (shown right), but we 
do not have the “go ahead” yet.  On November 29, Bish-
op Pates sent  a letter outlining the steps necessary to pro-
ceed with this project.  In order to receive full approval, 
we must do the following: 

1) The Building Commission asked us to get 2-3 bids 
for each component of the project, offering one of the 
Commission member to assist us in reviewing the 
bids to make sure  we are receiving the quality specs 
we desire. 

2) The Bishop will allow us to finance the project with 
75% funding from our church savings (including re-
maining Skalla funds) and 25% funding from new 
contributions by parishioners. 

3) We were assigned a diocesan contact, Norm Bor-
mann, who will review all details and contracts be-
fore they can be signed.   

When these steps are complete, Bishop Pates will issue a 
proxy allowing us to move forward with the project. Fa-
ther Joel shared this information with Parish Council, 
Finance Council and the Art & Environment Committee. 

We clearly have more work to do before the project can 
move forward.  If you have any questions regarding the 
design, please contact a member of the Art & Environ-
ment Committee: Laura Hansen 712-592-1980, An-
drea Harper 712-592-1532, or Liz Lenz 712-592-
1847. If you have questions, suggestions, or input re-
garding the implementing and/or financing the project, 
please contact Father Joel, or a member of the Finance 
Council or Parish Council. 
 
It wasn’t long ago that we all worked together to build 
our beautiful Parish Center.  We recognize that with-
out the generous donation from Bud Skalla and the 
diligence of our council mem-
bers, general contractor, and 
volunteers, we would not 
have the funds remaining to 
consider undertaking a church 
renovation.  It is time for us to 
work together, once again for 
the betterment of Sacred 
Heart. 

Red Kenkel (Donald) 712-647-2762 
Randy Coenen 712-579-9977 
    RCoenen@scsbnet.com  
Rhonda Probasco 712-647-3207 
    grprobas@windstream.net  
Bob Sullivan 712-647-3057 
    mbsully@iowatelecom.net  
Brenda Loftus 712-647-2390 
    nbloftus@iowatelecom.net  
Sue Assmann 712-579-6537 
    assmannsue@gmail.com   
Finance Council’s next meeting is Tuesday, January 8.  
They will review financial information and provide a 
revised report at that time. 

Finance Council Report 

Sue Assmann President (Finance Council)  
     712-579-6537 assmannsue@gmail.com  
Greg Reisz (Bldgs & Maintenance) 
     712-592-1580mgreisz@e4sons.com  
Annette Dunlop (Liturgy)  
     712-592-0063 amdunlop@gmail.com 
Ryan Coenen (Secretary) 
     712-592-0732 rcoenen@woodbine.k12.ia.us  
 Jean Stamp (Social Concerns) 
     712-249-5327 jean.stamp@gmail.com 
Teresa Coenen (Evangelization)  
     712-579-6537 teresa@stitchintree.com  
We continue to have an open position on the Parish 
Council.  Remaining council members have shared the 
responsibilities regarding Religious Education until the 
position is council position filled.We have continued to 
solidify our parishioner list. 
We are identifying programs and activities that will 
encourage active involvement.   

Parish Council Report 
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Please pray for the soul of 
Leo Kenkel, a long time 
member of Sacred Heart 
parish & church choir. 

Dec 28, 1922 - Dec 10, 2018 



Snow was falling, temps were dropping, but we 
were all snug as a bug in a rug on December 
2nd for the First Annual Chili Cookoff at the 
Parish Center.  Celebrating the beginning of 
the Advent Season, the Parish Council 
planned this family-focused parish community 
event.  It was determined that proceeds from 

the event would be used to help provide utility assistance through-
out the winter for Sacred Heart families who could use a little help. 
 
Diners voted for their favorite chili by dropping a donation in a 
team’s bucket.  Four teams cooked up their own special recipes 
while the rest of us strolled from team to team to determine the 
best tasting chili.  Thanks to the Class of ‘78, WHS Coaches, Greg 
Reisz family, and High School Religious Ed for providing the chili, 
snacks and dessert.   
 
Taly Reisz won the quilt raffle, and Father Joel awarded the Chili 
Cookoff trophy to the Class of 78 
(probably because of Juliet 
McHugh’s cinnamon rolls).  Kids 
played games, we listened to 
Christmas movie and watched a 
Christmas movie.  Next year we 
will add more activities for kids, 
and pray for better weather.  Mark 
your calendars for the first Sunday 
of Advent, and we’ll see if the 
Class of 78 can defend their title. 
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First Annual Chili Cookoff Raises Over $775 

SACRED HEART PARISH 

 

Christmas Pageant and Reception 

Sacred Heart ele-
mentary religious 
education students 
presented the Nativi-
ty Story after mass 
on December 16. 
Following the pag-
eant, we gathered in 
the parish center for 
a cookie & punch 
reception. Parish 
Council members 
handed out Saint 
Nicholas prayer 
cards, the children sang Christmas carols, 
and Annette Dunlop explained the history 
of Saint Nicholas. While the children 
were singing Christmas carols, Santa 
Claus made a surprise visit. Thank you to 
Angie Pryor and religious ed teachers for 
planning the pageant. 

 



February 
2. 1st Saturday Mass 8:30am 

Woodbine 
Mass 4:00 pm 
3.  Mass 9:00 am 
4. Catholic Daughters 7:00 pm 
Woodbine 
5. Mass 8:00 am 
7. Mass 8:00 am 
9. Mass 4:00 pm 
10. Mass 9:00 am 
KC/CDA Breakfast 10am Woodbine 
RCIA 1:00 pm Woodbine 
Eucharistic Adoration 3:00 pm 
Woodbine 
12. Mass 8:00 am 
Knights of Columbus meeting 
7:00pm Woodbine 
14. Mass 8:00 am 
16. Mass 4:00 pm 
17. Mass 9:00 am 
19. Mass 8:00 am 
Finance Council 7:00 pm 
21. Mass 8:00 am 
Mass at Rose Vista 1:00 pm 
Adult Classes 7:00 pm Woodbine 
23. Mass 4:00 pm 
24. Mass 9:00 am 
RCIA 1:00 pm 
26. Mass 8:00 am 
27. Parish Council 7:00 pm 

28. Mass 8:00 am 

January 
1.Mass 9:00 am 
3. Mass 8:00 am 
5.1st Saturday Mass 8:30am Dunlap 
 Mass 4:00 pm 
6. Mass 9:00 am 
8. Mass 8:00 am 
Finance Council meeting 7 pm 
10. Mass 8:00 am 
12. Mass 4:00 pm 
13. Mass 9:00 am Feast of the Bap-

tism of the Lord 
KC/CDA Breakfast 10:00 am 
RCIA 1:00 pm Woodbine 
Eucharistic Adoration Dunlap 3pm 
15. Mass 8:00 am 
17. Mass 8:00 am 
Mass at Rose Vista 1:00 pm 
Adult Classes7pm Woodbine 
19. Mass 4:00 pm 
20. Mass 9:00 am 
22. Mass 8:00 am 
24. Mass 8:00 am 
26. Mass 4:00 pm 
27. Mass 9:00 am 
RCIA 1:00 pm Woodbine 
29. Mass 8:00 am 
31. Mass 8:00 am 

Mark Your Calendars 
March 
2. Mass 4:00 pm 
3. Mass 9:00 am Confirmation 
4. Catholic Daughters Meeting 7:00 pm 
Dunlap 
5. Mass 8:00 am 
Mardi Gras Party 6:00 pm 
6. Ash Wednesday 6:00 pm Wood-

bine 
7. Mass 8:00 am 
9. Mass 4:00 pm 
10. Mass 9:00 am 
RCIA 1:00 pm Woodbine 
Eucharistic Adoration 3:00 pm Dunlap 
12. Mass 8:00 am 
Knights of Columbus meeting 7:00 pm 
Dunlap 
14. Mass 8:00 am 
16. Mass 4:00 pm 
17. Mass 8:00 am 
19. Mass 8:00 am 
21. Mass 8:00 am 
Mass at Rose Vista 1:00 pm 
Adult Classes 7:00 pm 
Woodbine 
23. Mass 4:00 pm 
24. Mass 9:00 am 
RCIA Woodbine 1:00 pm 
26. Mass 8:00 am 
28. Mass 8:00 am 
29. Knights of Columbus Fish Fry 

Dunlap 5-8 pm 
30. Mass 4:00 pm 
31. Mass 9:00 am 

Mardi Gras & Fat Tuesday Started in Church 
Fat Tuesday, as it is known in 
English, is a long-standing tradi-
tion of the Catholic Church and 
it marks the last day of ordinary 
time before the start of Lent, a 
time of fasting and repentance. 
While the parties in Europe, 
South America, and parts of the 
United States have gained the 
most attention in popular cul-
ture, they seriously misrepresent 
the Catholic intent of the holiday. 
However, with the rise of the Church in ancient Rome, 
Christian teaching and morals took root, but there always 
remained a strong need to blend ancient Roman traditional 
practices with the growing Christian faith. The blending of 
tradition with new religious beliefs was a common practice 
in the ancient world.  In fact, there are a number of ancient 
Roman traditions that persevere in the Roman Catholic 
Church to this day, where they continue to guide the faith-
ful. 

As Catholic Christianity spread 
throughout Europe during the 
first millennium, different cul-
tures celebrated the last day be-
fore Lent in their own ways, 
adapting the practices to suit 
their cultures. In France, the hol-
iday became particularly popular 
as people feasted on foods that 
would be given up during the 
forty days of Lent. Meats, eggs, 

and milk were finished off in one day, giving the holiday 
its French title of 'Mardi Gras' which means Fat Tues-
day.  
As Europeans crossed the Atlantic to colonize the Amer-
icas, they brought their religious practices with them. In  
New Orleans, masked balls and public celebrations 
quickly became common. In fact, the celebrations be-
came so popular that virtually every citizen of the city 
joined in even if they were not Catholic.  

Take a Tour of 
the Holy Land 

Randy & Teresa Coe-
nen will share photos 
and stories from their 
trip to the Holy Land  

Palm Sunday 
April 14 

10:00 am 
location to be  
determined 
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Jan 6th  Sunday,  Free Throw Con-
test  12:00pm Boyer Valley High 
School Gym 
Jan 27th  Sunday, Spaghetti Supper  
5:00pm St Pat’s Hall 
Fridays, March 8th & 29th  Fish Fry 
with the American Legion  5 – 8pm  
St Pat’s Hall 

The Knights were 
able to donate 
$417. To Mosaic, 
Inc in Logan from 
their Disabled 
Children’s Fund-
raiser held this 
past calendar 
year. 

We recently donated 24 coats to the 
Boyer Valley Community School as 
part of their coats for kids drive for 
the holiday season.  These coats are 
given to area children who are una-
ble to purchase warm winter gear 
for the cooler months ahead. 

EVENTS — What’s Going On 
 
Donated to help our REP students 
to go to the Youth rally 
We recently helped with 2 wed-
dings: the Hoffman and the Hani-
gan Weddings 
Had our Knights of Columbus Mass 
on Nov 11th 
Donated to the Coats for Kids Pro-
gram  
Helped with the Dunlap Communi-
ty Fire Department Fundraiser 
Hosted a Euchre Night on Sunday 
Dec 9th  
Donated to the meals for the youth 
ministry REP Program  
 
Starting in October the Knights of 
Columbus along with the Catholic 
Daughters will be alternating break-
fast. The first Sunday of the month 
at St Patrick’s  and the second Sun-
day of the month at Sacred Heart. 
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Knights of Columbus Council #1249 

SACRED HEART PARISH 

Membership in the Knights of Co-
lumbus is open to all Practical Catho-
lic gentlemen ages 18 years or older.  

For more information call 
Grand Knight Mark Bissen at 712-

643-1375 or email bis-
sen80@yahoo.com. 

First Annual Mardi Gras Event — March 5 — Shrove Tuesday 

Let’s eat, drink and be merry, because the next day is Lent!  The day be-
fore Ash Wednesday is a day of celebration throughout the Catholic world.  
Mardi Gras, or Fat Tuesday is a great time for families to have fun together.  
Green, gold and purple are the colors of Mardi Gras.  Purple represents 
justice, green stands for faith and gold signifies power. 
 
Our Mardi Gras event is sure finish the day with love, laughter and plenty to 
eat. 
4:00-6:00 pm youth mask making & float building 
6:00 pm social time, greeting by the king and queen 
6:15 pm children’s wagon parade & bead toss 
6:30 pm pot luck buffet smorgasboard & pancake toss 
7:00 pm king cake reveals baby Jesus 

 
Kids and adults are 
STRONGLY encour-
aged to dress up in 
costume — the wil-
der, the better.  
Throughout the after-
noon and evening, 
families will learn 
about all of the Chris-

tian traditions related to Shrove Tuesday (also known 
as Pancake Day), also known as Fat Tuesday and 
Mardi Gras.   
 

If you would like to help with planning and organizing this 
event, contact Teresa Coenen 712-579-6537 or email tere-
sa@stitchintree.com 
 
If you have a small wagon or stroller 
we can borrow to decorate for the pa-
rade, please let Teresa know. 
 
If you have any bead necklaces, feath-
ers or glitz you can donate for our 
event, please drop off in the cry room 
at the back of the church. 



Food Pantry Hours: Tuesday 3pm-7pm — Thursday 
4pm-6pm 
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Church secretary, Debbie Gaul-
Rusch,  has been actively updating 
church roster records for St. Pat-
rick’s and will soon be ready to up-
date Sacred Heart’s records.  On he 
next page, we have included an in-
formation sheet that we ask you to 
fill out and return to Sacred Heart 
(in an envelope marked “church 
roster”).  A basket will be provided 
in the cry room for you to deposit 
the information.  Alternately, you 
can mail it to the church (33 7th St 
Woodbine, Iowa 51579), or submit 
the information electronically to 
church secretary, Debbie, at 
churchspsh@gmail.com.  To submit 
electronically, please include all of 
the information requested.    

We are required by the diocese to 
report this information using, Parish 
Soft, a computerized database.  The 
program requires specific infor-
mation, and Debbie must appropri-
ately classify ALL members of our 
church: active, inactive, moved out 
of area, deceased, attends church 
elsewhere, or unknown.  You are 
receiving this newsletter because 
we currently have you listed in our 
system as ACTIVE (This means 
that you actively consider yourself 
to be a member of Sacred Heart 
Catholic church).  If you are attend-
ing church elsewhere, please let us 
know. 

We ask you to fill out the infor-
mation and return it before the end 
of January.  Families who have not 
returned their roster information by 
January 31 will be mailed a record 
of what is currently listed in Parish 
Soft to review and update.  If we 
have not received your information 
by the end of February, we will 
need to make personal calls to com-
plete the roster update.  It would 
help us greatly if you return the in-
formation without us chasing you 
down. 

To assist you in understanding the 
diocese record system, Deb has an-
swered questions that have come up 
along the way. 

1. Adult children may still be listed in your family account when they live 
elsewhere and/or are married and live elsewhere, because they have not 
transferred their membership elsewhere or have transferred to a different 
religion and did not notify our church. They will continue to be listed un-
der your family membership unless the office is officially notified.  How-
ever their personal membership is listed as inactive or unknown (so they 
are not included in our active parish registry).  This is so that their past 
sacraments are continued to be kept on file and not lost.   

2. Spouses who are not Catholic are listed on your family record so that we 
have a listing of your children’s parent for the children’s file, a listing for 
your marriage sacrament, inclusion in our birthday calendar, and inclu-
sion in any fun church activities.  They themselves are marked as Active-
Other meaning they may or may not attend with you however they are not 
an active registered member of the church. 

3. Some of your children may have received sacraments that are not entered 
in the computer system.  The information you provide will be compared 
to the information we have on file.  You will be contacted directly if we 
need additional information to record sacraments. 

4. If you have divorced/separated/moved to different house, your registra-
tion information can only be changed if Fr. Joel or the church office has 
been directly notified by the parties involved. 

5. Deceased family members are listed in your family records as deceased/
inactive.  They will always be listed as part of your family and this way 
preserve future records of sacraments and genealogy.   

 

Your Full Name_________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth______________ Email________________________________ 

Cell Phone____________________Home Phone_______________________ 

Address________________________________________________________ 

Spouse Name _____________________ indicate if not Catholic, or deceased 

List all children living at home, Date of Birth, and Sacraments received.  Use 
a separate sheet of paper if necessary. 
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Church Roster Update 



Following our December Christmas party, we 
were very pleased to be able to send off a total 
of 20 packages to our college kids for finals 
week.  Thank you so much to all who contrib-
uted to this!  Our college kids really appreciate 
getting them! 

Regent: Bev Wendt  
Vice Regent: Annette Dunlop  
Recording Sec’y: Jean Stamp  
Treasurer: Deb Heller  
Financial Secretary: Anita Fouts  
Newsletter Editor: JoEtt Cogdill 
 
Our regular meetings begin at 
7:00 p.m. and dinner meetings 
at 6:00 p.m.  Last fall we decid-
ed to alternate meetings be-
tween Dunlap and Woodbine. I 
trust our members will support 
each other and attend the 
meetings at both locations.  We 
would welcome any new mem-
bers! 

During the month of October we 
collected diapers and layette items 
for our annual Baby Shower for 
Birth Right.  It was a wonderful 
success and we thank all that helped 
with this worthy cause. 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court St. Monica 300 

Upcoming Events& Service Projects: 
Feb. 4  –  Anniversary Dinner 6 p.m.                            
April–Toiletry Bags for Phoenix House 

Please continue saving toiletry items for 
the Phoenix House.  There is a box at the 
back of the church to deposit those items. 

 

Thank you to all who attend our Sunday morning break-
fasts at St. Patrick’s (the 1st Sunday of each month)   
and at Sacred Heart on the second Sunday of the 
month.   Thank you to all who come! We appreciate the fellowship time. 
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Thanks to Marilyn Boustead,  Sue 
Assman, and Linda Williams, our 
church exterior and parish center 
were festively decorated for the 
Christmas Holiday season.  At night, 
the lights twinkled, and by day the 
greenery and ornaments reminded all 
who passed by that we would soon 
celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus. 

Helping us get in 
the Christmas 

Spirit 
Thank you to the musi-
cians, decorators, readers 
and servers that helped 
make our Christmas ser-
vices special.  The church 
was decorated beautifully, 
and our candlelight mass 
was peaceful and inspir-
ing. 
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Shortly after Father Joel was as-
signed to Sacred Heart, he discov-
ered a treasure tucked away in the 
sacristy.  This beautiful chalice was 
in need of cleaning and restoration.  
Once it was restored, he could 
clearly read the inscription at the 
bottom:   

(on the outer ring)  From the Ro-
mans to Mons. Ligutti for his 50th 
Jubilee 1967 

(on the inner plate) This chalice has 
been granted him from of his fellow
-citizens of Romans (1967) Rev. 
Msgr. A.H. Ligutti’s desired desti-
nation in 1977, the parish in Wood-
bine, once in his care  
*Note:  Msgr. Ligutti’s hometown is 
Romans, Italy, in the extreme north-
east of Italy- 60 miles east of Ven-
ice, 40 miles west of the border with 
Slovenia 
 

Msgr. Luigi Ligutti was born in 
Italy in 1895, the youngest of five 
children. A child of peasants, he 
began study for the priesthood in 
Italy.  But after the death of his fa-
ther, the teen-aged Luigi and his 
mother emigrated to America in 
1912, traveling to Des Moines 
where they had relatives. After ob-
taining his bachelor's degree at St. 
Ambrose College, Davenport, in 
1914, and studying at St. Mary's 
Seminary, Baltimore, Ligutti was 
ordained a Catholic priest in 1917, 
at the time, the youngest priest in 
the United States. He continued 
graduate studies in classics at Cath-
olic University, Columbia Universi-

ty, and the University of Chicago, 
and served as a Latin teacher at 
Dowling Academy in Des Moines.  

However, a shortage of rural pas-
tors led to his appointment to Sa-
cred Heart Parish in Woodbine, 
Iowa, from 1920-1926, along with 
St. Brigid’s in Magnolia.  Some of 
the older parishioners remember 
him driving around from town to 
town on his motorcycle.  Ligutti's 
country parishes exposed him to 
the various problems of rural life 
for Catholics. In 1924 he joined the 
newly formed National Catholic 

Rural Life Conference (NCRLC), 
which was an advocate for the rural 
segment of the American Catholic 
population.  In 1926 he was as-
signed to Assumption Parish in 
Granger.   

The turning point in Ligutti's life 
came with the Granger homesteads 
project in 1933. He secured a loan 
from the federal Subsistence Home-
steads Division that settled 50 fami-
lies of underemployed coal miners 
on two-to-eight acre subsistence 

plots. Combined with the formation 
of cooperatives, the project helped 
all of the families get off relief by 
1935. As one of the most success-
ful New Deal community projects, 
the Granger homesteads were 
honored by a visit from Eleanor 
Roosevelt.  

 

Read more about this amazing man 
on the next page. 
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Humble Beginnings 



Parish Dinner 
Changes Dates 

Once held in the fall, our Sacred 
Heart Parish dinner has been held 
on Palm Sunday for many years 
now.   

The Parish Council discussed the 
pros and cons of leaving the dinner 
on our Palm Sunday date. 
Ultimately, it was determined that 
moving the dinner away from Palm 
Sunday would allow our church to 
better focus on the Palm Sunday 
celebration and the start of Holy 
Week.  It was discussed that 
changing the date might also lead to 
more extended family attendance. 

In an effort to select an alternate 
date, the council researched the 
feast day of the Most Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. The feast day falls 19 days 
after Pentecost, resulting in a 
floating date, during the month of 
June.   

Of course, the other important factor 
considered was Staley’s schedule.  
Luckily, we were able to secure a 
date that would serve as our parish 
Feast Day.  This year, plan to bring 
your whole family to celebrate on 
Sunday, June 2.  Look for more 
details to come! 

We’re looking for someone to chair 
the dinner.  Annette Dunlop has had 
the responsibility for about a million 
years, and she’s looking to bring 
someone new on board.  If you 
would like to help, contact Annette 
712-592-0063 
amdunlop@gmail.com. 

Food Pantry Hours: Tuesday 3pm-7pm — Thursday 
4pm-6pm 

 

He became the executive 
director of the NCRLC 
in 1941. He moved the 
conference headquarters 
from St. Paul, MN, to 
Des Moines the next 
year (where it remained 
until returning to St. 
Paul in 2014). Ligutti 
built up the organization 
of the NCRLC; during 
his 20-year tenure the 
staff grew to 18 full-time 
employees. He tried to 
reach the average Amer-
ican Catholic farmer through popular periodicals and distribution of literature 
on both social doctrine and spiritual devotions.  In a typical year he gave more 
than 200 lectures around the country. The monsignor had a gift for expressing 
his philosophy in pithy sayings.  Speaking to Pope Pius XII he said, "When a 
poor family becomes the owner of a cow, communism goes out the back 
door." 

 

After World War II, Ligutti helped many refugees find homes on American 
farms. In 1948 the monsignor was appointed Vatican observer to the United 
Nations' Food and Agriculture Organization. He used that platform to lob-
by for increased food aid and technical assistance to developing nations. From 
1950 to 1967 Ligutti helped convene nine international rural life confer-
ences. In 1962 the monsignor presided over the formation of the Internation-
al Catholic Rural Association, which included 124 organizations from 49 
countries.  

By his participation in international rural life, Ligutti came into contact with 
the highest levels of the Catholic church. He developed personal friendships 
with Popes Pius XII, St. John XXIII, and St. Paul VI, and used those 
friendships to benefit rural Catholics around the world. Ligutti influenced 
the writing of the rural life sections of social encyclicals.  From 1962 to 1965 
Ligutti served as an expert adviser to 3 of the commissions preparing the 
documents of the Second Vatican Council. From 1969 to 1971 he served 
Pope Paul as apostolic visitor to the church in Malta. 

Through his appointment to the new position of NCRLC director of interna-
tional affairs, he continued to aid rural Catholics around the world until 1970 
when he moved to Rome.  In 1971 Ligutti fulfilled a longtime dream by 
founding Agrimissio, an organization dedicated to helping Catholic mission-
aries promote agricultural development. He served as the first chairman of its 
board of directors until 1981.  

Ligutti died in Rome after a short illness in 1983. He was buried among his 
former parishioners at Granger. 

Msgr. Ligutti travelled many miles in his ministry; he literally criss-crossed 
the globe.  And yet he never forgot that in many ways his journey began 
with his experience with the people of Sacred Heart Parish in rural 
Woodbine, Iowa.  Before his passing he arranged that a beautiful chalice that 
was gifted to him by the people of his hometown in Italy for his 50th anniver-
sary as a priest be given to Sacred Heart Parish. 

Msgr. Luigi Ligutti  (continued) 
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