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General Meeting
Monday, March 5, 2018

6:15 PM Set-up & Social Time 
7:00 PM Meeting 

Pacific Grove Community Center 
515 Junipero Avenue  

(at 15th Street) 
Pacific Grove, CA 93950 

What to Bring 

• Cash or check for workshops/raffle 
• Name tag 
• Community Quilts and pillowcases 
• Library Books 
• UFOs 
• Pen and calendar to volunteer 

MPQG Calendar 
Now through April 30, 2018 
  - “Wildflowers Through A Quilter’s 
Eyes” exhibit at the PG Natural His-
tory Museum, 165 Forest Ave.  

March 1 & 6, 2018 at 4-6 p.m. 
  - Empty Spools Open House at 
Asilomar, www.emptyspoolssemi-
nars.com 

March 3 & 4, 2018 
  - Workshop with Sue Benner: 
Sewing the Land, www.suebenner.-
com 

March 5, 2018 
  - General Meeting: Jane Sassaman 
Quilting Against the Odds, www.-
janesassaman.com 

April 2, 2018 
  - General Meeting: Janet Locey 
Trunk Show, www.henscratchquilt-
ing.com 
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Next Meeting
Quilting Against the 
Odds 
with Jane Sassaman
Monday, March 5, 2018
This visual lecture is about accomplish-
ing your work in spite of obstacles—
family life, space limitations, etc. It is a 
pep talk and slide show which covers 
my inspirations and my obstacles. I en-
courage people to do “what you have to do” by using myself and other 
artists as examples.  

Phyllis Martin, Program 

Two Spots Left!! 
SEWING THE LAND Workshop with Sue Benner has two openings. 
Dates: Saturday & Sunday, March 3-4, 10am-4pm. Sally Griffin Cen-
ter, Pacific Grove. $150 for MPQG members, $170 for non-members. 
It's a steal. Sue Benner is coming to us after teaching at Empty 
Spools Seminars. www.suebenner.com or www.mpqg.org. Contact 
Linda Garofalo at linda.garofalo27@yahoo.com  or 415-444-6142 if 
interested. See page 19 for reservation form. 
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Board Projects: March 2018
• Meeting: Jane Sassaman 
• Call for volunteers for Quilt Show staffing 
• Members return completed Raffle Quilt blocks 
• Preview Quilt Show entries and design Quilt Show 
• Quilt Show committee members meeting 
• Set-up Monterey Library Display, March 31 
• Updates and announcements to Communications by the 

13th of month
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President’s Letter - March 2018

WIPs and UFOs and WHIMMs, oh my! 
by Rita Jacques, stan2rita@sbcglobal.net, 360-561-6296 

This past week we travelled from Monterey to Elk, California along High-
way 1. It was warm, the sky was blue, and the ocean calm. Absolutely per-
fect for a road trip. How fortunate we are to live in such a beautiful place. 
So much to be thankful for. 

I’m signed up for Sue Benner’s class on landscapes in March and kept tak-
ing pictures because so much of what we saw was so beautiful and would 
be lovely memorialized in a quilt. Two weeks to go before the class and I’m still procrastinating. I suspect I’m not 
the only one with this malady, that’s why there are so many ways to address those piles of quilt tops or blocks, or 
ideas that are waiting for us, i.e. WIP (Works in Progress), UFO (Unfinished Objects), and a new one WHIMM 
(Work Held in my Mind). My goal is to get “out of my mind” and make a plan today.  

I truly enjoyed our Program for February with Mickey Beebe. I think I was most amazed by the goal of “having a 
quilt in the San Jose Museum,” or designing to meet the specific requirements of a contest. It opened up a whole 
new way of thinking for me. Of course, the beauty of her work also amazed. Her ability to take a classic design 
and make it modern and truly her own was marvelous. She is an artist in every way.  

A big thank you to Debbie Biller’s Quilt Show judging committee for the organization of the quilt entry process 
during our last meeting. It was a great help to those of us who miss some of the finer points of the entry direc-
tions and I’m sure this saved the Committee a lot of work. I want to really encourage any of you who may be 
wondering how this whole quilt show process works to consider shadowing one of the committee chairs. It’s a 
great way to make new friends and help the Guild also. 

~Rita

Board Minutes
The MPQG Secretary takes and prepares the minutes from 
the monthly board meetings. These minutes are posted on 
the MPQG website. The latest approved minutes can be 
found here:      
www.mpqg.org/board-and-supporting-committees.htm 

MPQG Mission Statement 
We will:  

Preserve the heritage of beauty, diligence and 
love embodied in those quilts which have been 

handed down to us;  

acknowledge and encourage a concern for ex-
cellence of design and craftsmanship as we per-

petuate this American folk art;  

become a source of information, education, and 
inspiration;  

and further the personal reward of companion-
ship around quilters sharing a common interest.  

http://www.mpqg.org/board-and-supporting-committees.htm
http://www.mpqg.org/board-and-supporting-committees.htm
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Next Workshop: Sue Benner
March 3 & 4, 2018 

Sewing The Land
by Linda Garofalo, linda.garofalo27@yahoo.com, 415-444-6142 

Please join us for this workshop with Sue Benner, a fabulous artist and quilter. We will make a landscape art quilt 
using fused, collage, and quilting techniques. 

Sue began making landscape images from raw edges, selvedges, and other odds and ends from scrap bags. 
From there she went on to add other techniques and develop a body of work inspired by wetlands in her child-
hood-home state, Wisconsin. 

In this workshop, Sue leads participants down a similar path by having each one create at least one landscape 
quilt, about 10”H x 20”W, along with several small studies. Sue shows you how to look at the landscape, analyze 
it, and translate it to fabric. She also covers fusible basics, working with non-traditional fabrics, quilting, and bind-
ing the fused quilt. A second image can be started if time permits. 

Upcoming Workshop: Mary Lou Weidman
June 30 & July 1, 2018 

Plaidville (Happy Houses)
by Linda Garofalo, linda.garofalo27@yahoo.com, 415-444-6142 

Our next Guild workshop (called PLAIDVILLE HOUSES) with stimulating in-
structor Mary Lou Weidman, is scheduled at the Sally Griffin Center in Pacif-
ic Grove on June 30 & July 1. 

Mary Lou loves to show quilters how to stray from the norm and how to 
have passion that overrides criticism. For her, it's about the journey and see-
ing what she can do next. 

In addition to quilting for most of her life, Mary Lou has written five books, 
owns a pattern company, has designed fabric for 14 years, represents Bernina, and has taught all across the U.S., 
Canada, and eight countries. 

Sign ups are now open for this fun and inspiring workshop with another great instructor. Please contact Linda 
Garofalo (Linda.garofalo27@yahoo.com), 415-444-6142 to sign up or if you have any questions. 

You can find the reservation form on page 24 of this newsletter or online. 
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Quilt Show Update 
by Kathrin Brown, kbkreativ@gmail.com 

With the show coming up in just a bit 
over a month, we are on schedule with all 
activities. Entry forms were collected; en-
tries were sorted and counted; data entry 
has started; posters are being made and 
ready to be printed and then distributed; 
award party tickets have been printed, 
and most importantly, our wonderful 
members have stepped up and all posi-
tions have a chair person. That said: 

Next Quilt Show Chair meeting is on 
Sunday, March 11, at 2pm at the Mon-
terey Library.  

If you can't attend, please send me any 
questions or concerns ahead of that date. 
Thank you, Committee Members and 
Chairs and see you there. 

Calling All Members 
by Becky Taylor, kitty4984@gmail.com 

For those of you who have entered 
one or more quilts to our Quilt Show, 
please remember that one of the 
obligations incurred is four hours of 
volunteering at the show. 
For ALL Guild members, please re-
member that to get in free to the 
show, you must volunteer for four 
hours, or two time slots on the signup 
forms. 

Since adding the Friday show day, 
WE REALLY NEED all of your hands 
and willing hearts. Besides, remem-
ber HOW MUCH FUN WE 
HAVE!!! Look for me at the March and 
April meetings with the sign-up 
sheets.
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Quilt Show News

Awards Party 
by Stella LePine, stellalepine@sbcglobal.net, 831-901-5030 

Same as last year, we will hold a Quilt Show Awards Party on Friday, April 13, from 6:00 
PM to 7:30 PM at Chautauqua Hall. Members and guests are invited. 

The $10.00 ticket price will include admission, champagne, other beverages, and finger 
foods. The party will provide a time for attendees to view all of the Quilt Show entries at 
leisure and to celebrate the award winners. Tickets will be sold in advance at the March and April Guild Meetings.  

A total of eight volunteers will be needed to help with set-up, clean-up, and provide service at the food and 
beverage tables. Party volunteers will not be required to purchase a ticket. Becky Taylor will have the Awards Party 
volunteer sign-up sheet at the March and April guild meetings. If you have any questions, please contact me.  

Boutique at 
the Show 
By June Cornell, 
831-757-1390 

The annual Boutique is 
available for members 
to sell items. We have 
use of the yoga room. If 
you are interested in 
participating in the Bou-
tique for the 2018 Quilt 
Show, please contact 
June Cornell at 
831-757-1390 for details 
or see her at the March 
and April meeting when 
she has the sign-up 
sheet available. There is 
plenty of space. 

mailto:stellalepine@sbcglobal.net
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Minis for the Quilt Show 
By Donna Foote 

If you have an orphan block or want to try new a technique or machine 
quilting, make it into a mini for the raffle at the quilt show. Minis DO NOT 
need a 4” sleeve. I will collect them at the Mar., and Apr. meetings.  

Garage Sale 
by Terann Carr, 831-375-7881 and Liz Rondelle, 831-620-2512 

The show is almost here and so is the garage sale! Which means the 
fabric folding day is coming. This year it will be at Saint Dunstan's 
church (on Robinson Canyon Drive, Carmel Valley) on Thursday, April 
5th from 12 p.m. - 3 p.m.  Donate clean, unused fabric! Drop it off or 
stay and join the folding fun!  Last year's event was very successful! Any questions, call Terann or Liz. 

Quilters Garage Sale Guidelines 
 • All quilting and sewing related items IN GOOD CONDITION please!  
 • Send fabrics that are free of any and all odors. 
 • All fabric must be measured, rolled, taped with blue painters tape or stapled into zip lock bags and 

marked with a permanent marker. Questions? Check out guidelines below. Loose fabrics will not be    
accepted. 

Measuring, Folding and Rolling 
 • One fabric per roll. 
 ◦ Exception:  if you have a coordinated set of fat quarters, these can be taped in a stack. 
 ◦ Please fold fat quarters and use a piece of tape to secure the fold.  This way they are easily    

recognizable. 
 ◦ One piece folded selvage to selvage: 
 ▪ Measure along selvage to nearest complete increment of yardage. If there is just a bit 

left, describe it as ___+ yards 
 ▪ Using same measuring process as above, if there is a lot left, you can guess the addi-

tional amount for a total. 
 • Fabric that measures 2 yards or more may be folded instead of rolled. Please measure and tape the fold. 

Write yardage on blue painters tape. These will go on a "flat fold" table. 
Examples of measurements: 
 • Fat Quarter (approximately 18”x22”) 
 • 2 yards  (2 yards measured along selvage ) 
 • 2 yards+ (2 yards plus more than a ¼ yard) 
 • 2 yards total (multiple pieces of same fabric: 1 full yard plus pieces that equal 1 yard) 
 • If your fabric is smaller than ¼ yard or a fat quarter, or you have the same fabric in multiple pieces, please 

put in zip lock bag 
 • A variety of scrap fabrics may be submitted in quart-size zip lock bags. These bags must be marked and 

stapled shut. 
Marking 
 • Wrap/secure rolled or folded fabric with painters tape. 
 • Write measurements on tape used to secure fabric 
 • Coordinated fat quarters may be taped in a stack 
 • Scrap fabrics submitted in a zip lock bag must be marked as “Scraps” and the bag stapled shut. 
Please contact us if other arrangements need to be made for turning in your treasures. 
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2018 UFO Challenge News
by Donna Appleget, jaappleget@aol.com, 831-324-4316 

In February, the UFO challenge grew by leaps and bounds! Nine additional quilters 
entered the challenge and 15 more UFOs were completed. As I predicted, they 
made a wonderful addition to Show and Tell. At this time, there are 13 entries in 
the March drawing for the mini portable ironing table. All UFO submissions in 
March will be included in the drawing. There is still time to enter! The 2018 UFO Challenge registration form can 
be downloaded from the MPQG website. Also, forms are available at the UFO Center. Finally, I would like to 
thank Out of the Box Quilters, Charity Quilt Friendship Group, Cut-ups, and Friends of Fred! I appreciated the 
opportunity to meet with each group and promote the challenge. I enjoyed getting to know everyone. And, quilt-
ing with everyone! 

More information about the 2018 UFO Challenge and the registration form can be found on the MPQG website. 
Registration forms and official rules will be available at the UFO Center.  

Steinbeck Center Accepts MPQG Doc Ricketts Quilt Proposal
by Sherrill Ash, Community Outreach, communityoutreach@mpqg.org, 831-915-2296 

Thanks to the efforts of Joan Costello and Jeanne Krener, MPQG will be (re-)creat-
ing the silk quilt that the girls at Dora’s gave to Doc for his birthday in Steinbeck’s 
book, Cannery Row. Joan will head up the project. 

How can you help? First, search your stash for dress weight silk in pink, pale yellow, 
orchid and cerise (cherry red) as well as other "bordello" colors. 
We will need hand embroiderers for the border. Can you help with cutting next 
weekend. If so, contact Joan Costello at beachbreak112@aol.com or 831-247-1907 
if you can help with fabric or talent.Please read the acceptance letter below to bet-
ter understand our challenge. 

Dear Monterey Peninsula Quilters Guild, 

Many thanks for your fine proposal. We have selected yours as the best submis-
sion and are delighted that you will undertake this project.  

As the National Steinbeck Center looks forward to its 20th anniversary on June 28, we are working to re-con-
ceptualize and renovate our exhibits. We are delighted that your quilt will add interest to the Ed Ricketts bed-
room in the museum.  

As you know, the inspiration for this project came from Cannery Row, where everyone on the Row is preparing 
for Doc’s birthday party. (Read excerpts on the MPQG website.) 

The National Steinbeck Center gladly agrees to the terms and plans of your proposal and looks forward to 
seeing your work. The NSC will reimburse you for supplies. And there will also be a $750 payment when the 
quilt is complete. Please take photos of your work so we may see the process as it unfolds. We would love to 
include progress in the Steinbeck News. Congratulations! Have fun with the construction! 

Sincerely,  

Tara Spada, Exhibits and Events Coordinator, National Steinbeck Center

The chosen design is 
Log Cabin

Guild News and Activities
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CQFG Sew-In
by Terann Carr, (831) 375-7881 

There will be no CQFG in March due 
to the arrival of Terann’s granddaugh-
ter in Virginia! Please use your time to 
prep fabric donations for the Garage 
Sale. 

2018 MPQG Quilt Challenge

Theme:  What Goes Around? 

Subject:  Your choice, but 
you must use at least one 
circle somewhere in the quilt. 
 Circle(s) may be pieced, ap-
pliquéd, fused, raw-edged, 
zig-zagged, painted, or in 
fabric.  At the February Guild 
meeting we provided a Karen 
Kay Buckley “Bigger Perfect 
Circle” with each Challenge 
information sheet along with 
instructions.  This method is 
optional.  We will continue to provide Perfect Circles at our March 
Guild meeting only as long as our supply lasts.   

Size:  18” x 18” SQUARE...that’s part of the Challenge! 

Fabric:  Your choice! 

Due Date:  August 6th Guild Meeting.  They will be held and dis-
played as a group in the Quilt Room at the Monterey County Fair later 
that month.   

Reminder:  Your quilt should have 3 layers.  It should include a 4” 
sleeve for hanging and have a label on the back with your name, the 
quilt’s name and “2018 MPQG Challenge”.   You are welcome to 
make and submit more than one quilt.  This small format is a great 
opportunity to try that new technique you just learned or want to 
learn. 

We can’t wait to see what you create! 

Questions?  Contact Dru Hammond (druhammond@aol.com, 
831-659-1507), Linda Garofalo (linda.garofalo27@yahoo.com, 
415-444-6142), or Linda Branting (lmbranting@aol.com, 
650-703-0531)

Item for Sale
Selling an Elna 434 for $250.  It is a 
great machine for making garments.  
It has a triple cover stitch, a finishing 
seam stitch, a hemming stitch and 
much more.  It is in its original box 
and very easy to use.  Contact me at 
nor9215een@gmail.com.  Noreen 

mailto:druhammond@aol.com
mailto:linda.garofalo27@yahoo.com
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Quilt in a Basket - Special March and June Raffles
by Linda Phillips, clphil1940@aol.com, 831-747-7082 

To raise money for the General Fund, the Board has agreed to have baskets of quilting-related items raffled at the 
Guild Meeting in March and again in June. 

In March, three baskets containing all material and supplies needed to complete small quilts (approximately 60" X 
72") will be raffled. One basket will contain the pattern and materials needed to complete Tracey Brookshier's 
Japanese Jigsaw quilt. A second basket will contain green and white material and supplies needed to complete 
the tone on tone quilt as published in Quiltmaker Issue #154. The third basket will contain material and supplies. 
to complete the Seascape quilt designed by Scott Flanagan as published in Quiltmaker Issue #174.  
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February’s Charity Bonanza!
by Terann Carr, 831-375-7881 

SCORE!  I felt like a Super Bowl referee at our last meeting!  So many quilts and heart pillow forms to be stuffed.  
Not to mention all the blocks that will be made into quilts for the Thomas Fire disaster(s).  Your generosity is as-
tounding, and everyone’s contributions are so beautiful.  Thanks to all who keep this effort going so strong. 

EASY WAY to add to our treasury
by Tina Magill, 831-649-1987, magill1242@gmail.com 

Sign up for eScrip and shop at Lucky's and other local shops using your 
phone number as your eScript number. 

And sign up for AmazonSmile...they will make a donation to the Guild based on 
what you purchase.  

eScrip allows for mass registration by the coordinator. I can do this for you and you’ll 
get an email to confirm that you want to join. Again, it’s free and only your phone # and 
an email are needed just like a rewards card. We can get up to 3% of amounts spent!!!       
I will have eScrip signup sheets, more info, and step-by-step directions at the next meeting. NEED HELP? Have 
questions? PLEASE ASK ME. 

Charity and Fund Raising News

More Thanks from Charity Recipients
by Terann Carr, 831-375-7881 

“Because of your support, we are able to provide children and young people the opportunity to participate in our 
School of Dramatic Arts (SODA).   We look forward to seeing you at the theatre during the current season”.   

Stephen Moore, Founder and Executive Director of PAC Rep. 

mailto:magill1242@gmail.com
mailto:clphil1940@aol.com
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by Cat

“I strongly believe in participating,” says Marilee Kline. Yet her first quilt project 
involved thirteen months of solitary labor. “I definitely started out traditional,” 
she says. But now she embraces the alternate grids and negative spaces of mod-
ern quilting. Marilee’s quilt story, written over 40 years, touches the far ends of 
many spectrums: solitary and participatory, individual and group, member and 
officer, south and north, traditional and modern, scissors and rotary cutters. But 
these end points on the ranges don’t exist in isolation. Master quilter that she is, 
Marilee joins them (chain-pieces them, perhaps?) into a harmonious continuum. 

Like so many who grow up to be makers, young Marilee saw creativity in her 
own family. “My mom sewed. She could sew with patterns, but she was really 
great at adapting, improvising. When I was little she was given a used and 
somewhat faded child’s coat. She took it apart, turned the pieces inside out and 
sewed it back together. It looked brand new. And she would do oddball things: 
she would tackle a motorcycle seat cover, or a lamp shade—you name it.

“And I had a quilt that my grandmother gave me when I was about 13 years old. It was a Sunbonnet Sue, and I loved that 
quilt. It was on my bed. There was something about it: I loved the feel of it.” 

While Marilee learned to sew at a young age, it wasn’t until adulthood that she was inspired to make a quilt of her own. “A 
friend of mine from King City moved to Pacific Grove, and she got involved with a quilting group. I didn’t even know she 
knew how to sew. And she had a quilt in a year. I thought, ‘if she can do it, I can do it.’”

Marilee’s debut effort was unusual by present-day standards. “My very first quilt, I’d seen it in Good Housekeeping. It 
was a printed sheet and you just quilted the sheet.

“I ordered a frame from Sears catalog,” Marilee continues. “But I had no idea how to quilt. So every stitch, I actually went 
down with one hand and pushed up with the other—the stab method. I’m left handed and I’m not really ambidextrous, but 
I could do each hand equally when it came to one going up and one going down. 

“It took thirteen months, in a room by myself,” she says, with a rueful laugh. “But I remain a quilter.” 

Unfazed by the duration and solitude of that first project, Marilee borrowed some quilting books from the library. Then, 
when The Wild Goose Chase quilt shop opened in Pacific Grove, she took a class. “It just grew from there,” she says. 

It wasn’t long before Marilee added a social element to her quilting, and even a vintage one. “I had formed a small quilt 
group in King City. We did a [project where] I put red and blue bandanas together and we quilted the bandanas to kettle 
cloth. But then we needed another project.

“I had bought a quilt top for I think 40 dollars at the Moss Landing flea market. I [sandwiched it] and we decided how to 
quilt it,” she recounts. “It’s a movie star quilt.” Across the edges of the quilt top, the original maker inscribed her name and 
address, and the words ‘Movie Star Contest 1933.’ Each muslin block was inked with line drawings—a rebus that provid-
ed clues to a movie star’s name. Marilee points to one block as example: the detailed images show a couple at the altar, a 
garden tool, and a Model T. “You see,” she says, “It’s marry - pick - Ford. Mary Pickford.”

It wasn’t until the California Heritage Quilt Project made a stop in Pacific Grove, in its quest to collect quilts that came to 
or were made in the state before 1945, that Marilee discovered the real origins of her quilt. The Movie Star Contest was a 
puzzle whose clues were published daily in the San Francisco Examiner during The Great Depression: readers submitted 
their answers to win prize money. One such reader, Mrs. C.S. Jackson of Lodi, transferred the clues to fabric, and made a 
quilt top of the entire puzzle series. “She was probably the only one—it wasn’t a quilt contest at all. Her work is truly 
amazing.” 

Marilee herself stood to win a $100 prize for her entry to the heritage project. She didn’t, but her quilt was chosen to be 
documented. And then, “they whittled all the quilts down to just 40, and those 40 went to four different museums—art 
museums, because there was no quilt museum then—in California. My quilt was among them. And then all the quilts were 
compiled into a book.” She holds up Ho for California: Pioneer Women and Their Quilts, and opens it with a smile. “This 
is my real claim to fame.”

An Interview with Marilee Kline 
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An Interview with Marilee Kline continued…

The small group in King City—the women who hand quilted that 1933 contest quilt—has grown up: it’s now a full-blown 
quilt guild, and one of four to which Marilee belongs. She counts them off: “[I’m a member of the] King City guild, that’s 
where I live. The Monterey Peninsula guild, I’ve belonged to this one forever. And then we have a summer home in north-
ern California, and I belong to a guild there. And then the Salinas group—it’s not exactly a guild, but active seniors and we 
meet twice a month. People share tidbits, they share a pattern, and they show how to do something.” 

Put simply, Marilee says, “I love quilt talk, and I’m inspired by other quilters. I’m a believer in small quilt groups, and I am 
a strong proponent of belonging to a quilt guild.”

And Marilee does far more than simply belong: she makes things happen. “I believe in participating, not just paying my 
dues and coming to see the speaker and going home. I’ve done quite a few offices for this guild, even though I live in King 
City. I have been treasurer and I’ve been program chairperson and workshop chairperson, and I did block of the month. I 
was on a committee where three of us designed and produced and hand-quilted an opportunity quilt—that’s the one we 
make for the quilt show and sell tickets for it. And my friend Bev and I did the small quilt auction for about seven 
years.” (The MPQG used to hold a small quilt auction in conjunction with its annual quilt show.)

These days, Marilee and a friend plan the King City guild retreat: it’s held at the St. Francis center near Hollister and at-
tracts 30 to 35 people every November. Retreats like these are another way she gets to make quilting friends and enjoy quilt 
talk. Then there’s a large, biannual retreat in Redding that she particularly enjoys, and smaller events in Eureka where she 
and her husband have a second home.

Between the guild meetings, retreats, classes and quilt shows (“I just came back from Road to California, but I don’t think 
I’ll get to QuiltCon—it is the same weekend as the Watsonville show, and I never miss the Watsonville show”), Marilee still 
relishes quiet time with her sewing machine and her stash. Several years ago, however, she was denied even that when a 
broken arm left her unable to cut and sew. Not to be deterred, Marilee took to the quilting blogs and to Pinterest, and began 
to appreciate the modern quilt movement. 

A particular inspiration? “I love Jackie Gering…I saw those pictures of the white background and the bridge pieces, and 
then her quilting on it, oh my gosh. I had to dig [for more images of her work], and then I read everything. I fell in love with 
her. When I heard she was coming [to the MPQG], I was so excited. Her quilts give me goosebumps.” 

And so, Marilee veered modern. “I said I would never do another block-of-the-month quilt, because you make all these 
blocks, then you have to set them side by side with sashing.” Still, she’d made a stack of blocks: traditional stars, albeit in a 
neutral palette to suit her modern leanings. “I came up with a different idea for them, with a grey background. It turned out 
to be quite a popular quilt.” Marilee named it ‘Way Out in Left Field,’ a nod to her new direction. 

“It was in the show here, and then there was a callout for a modern quilt exhibit at an art gallery in Ontario [California.] It 
was in conjunction with Road to California last year. I entered my quilt. It was juried and it was picked, and it was in the 
show there,” says Marilee, concluding with a slight understatement. “So that was kind of exciting.”

“Now I’m wanting to do these bigger pieces that blend into the background, and using lots of pieces with no color…or black 
and white and some little bit of bright color.” 

This observation steers the conversation to fabrics and stash. “It’s hard for me to resist anything with writing of some sort,” 
Marilee says of her current predilection for text fabrics. “You have to add new stuff. There’s no such thing as working only 
out of your stash. That would just be so boring.”

She adds a coda that most quilters will understand. “I don’t always have to use it. I just have to collect it.”

And what of her stash? “It’s pretty much a whole room,” Marilee admits. “Mostly yardage, not too many scraps. I try to get 
rid of the scraps. It’s great that somebody makes dog beds now, so I don’t have to worry about the little scraps. And I never 
go to a retreat without taking my laundry hamper of medium scraps that maybe somebody can use and thin out for me.”

Marilee concludes with a most compelling reason for maintaining a stash. “It’s hard to [think of] getting rid of it. You know, 
I might get stuck in my house for a month. Some flood or mudslides might hit. I have to be prepared,” she claims, tongue 
slightly in cheek. Of course, we hope that no such thing happens -- no mudslide, flood or even zombie apocalypse. But if it 
does, if the worst case were to occur, we are reassured that she can manage for a month of solitary stitching. After all, she 
began with thirteen. 
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http://tallgrassprairiestudio.blogspot.com/
http://tallgrassprairiestudio.blogspot.com/
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Joan Costello

Show and Tell - February 2018

Linda Philips

Elizabeth HullSharon WinterCarole Olsen

Marilyn Pospishil-Greve

See more amazing quilts on the MPQG website!!

Maia Liddle



1  

Pineapple block patterns have been around the quilting world for a long 
time. That doesn’t even take into account the paper-pieced “pineapple” 
variation of the Log Cabin. For 200 years, the pineapple has been a sign of 
hospitality and a nice, welcoming sentiment for our new members.

This month, we’ve taken the block and made it BIG and MODERN. Who 
says that pineapples have to be yellow? Think bright, tropical colors. Here, 
we’ve started with five scrap strips that are analogous colors(next to each 
other on the color wheel) but don’t let that stop you from experimenting 
with colors for both the leaves and the pineapple strips. The strips have 
been given texture with lined prairie points. Last (and optional), we raided 
the bulging button/bead box for more textural interest to be added later.

Outer Borders - Materials Needed:
White background: (2) 16.5”x1.5” strips, (2) 10.5”x2.5” strips
Pineapple & Lined Prairie Points - Materials Needed:
Light to dark prints: (5) 8.5”x2.5” strips, (3-8 your choice) 4”x2.5” strips
Prairie point lining prints: (3-8, your choice) 4”x2.5” strips
White background: (4) 2.5”x2.5” squares

Leaves - Materials Needed: (Note - Light colors within the green prints really adds sparkle)
Light green print (2) 2⅞” x 2⅞” squares
Medium green print (3) 2⅞” x 2⅞” squares
Medium-dark green print (2) 2⅞”x2 ⅞” squares
White background: (2 upper corners) 2.5”x2.5” squares, (3) 2⅞”x2⅞” squares
Optional Buttons or Beads - Your choice about ½” diameter or smaller

Instructions - Pineapple & Prairie Points
1. Arrange 8.5” strips with the lightest at the top and the darkest at the bottom.
2. See image below left. Draw a diagonal line on the wrong side of each 2.5” white square. Place white 

squares on either end of the lightest and darkest strip as shown. Sew a hair/thread to the outside of 
the diagonal line. Cut off the seam allowance to .25” and press to the dark side.

3. To make prairie points: Place 4” strip of pineapple fabric and strip of lining fabric with right sides 
together. Sew on one long side. Cut seam allowance to ⅛”. Press to the lining fabric. Next, fold lining 
fabric back over seam allowance so that just ⅛” of lining fabric is visible. Press to crease. Trim long 
raw edge so that strip is 2” wide x 4” long. 

4. To fold prairie points: With lining facing up, fold each corner down to meet the raw edge and so that 
the thin line of.lining meets in the middle. Pin to hold in place and press. Trim raw edge if necessary. 
Repeat for remaining strips to make from 3 to 8 prairie points.

Block of the Month: March 2018
*MOD Pineapple*



Remember, we appreciate DIFFERENT blocks. So if you make multiple blocks, please use 
different fabrics. This BOM is due at the guild meeting on March 5, 2018. More info on the BOM on 
our website at www.mpqg.org/activities/block_of_the_month/ 

5. Arrange prairie points, pointed side up, on pineapple strips taking care that the ends don’t come 
into the .25” seam allowance on either side. Prairie points placed on the top or bottom strips should 
be centered on the strip. Pin each side of the prairie point to pineapple strip. Stitch to secure about 
an ⅛” from the raw edge.

6. To assemble Pineapple: Sew pineapple strips together on long side; 
press seam allowances toward the bottom. This unit will measure 8.5” 
wide x 10.5” long.

Instructions - Leaves
7. Make sets of the following half square triangles. Place right sides 

together of 2 ⅞” squares: (1 ea) white/light green, (1 ea) white/medium 
green, (1 ea) white/medium-dark green, (1 ea) light green/medium 
green, (1 ea) medium green/medium-dark green.

8. Draw a diagonal line on the back of the lighter piece in each set, and 
sew 1/4” on each side of the line. Check to make sure of your ¼” seam 
allowance. Cut on the drawn line to produce two half square triangles. 
Repeat with the remaining 2 ⅞” squares. Press to the dark.

9. Arrange leaf squares as shown in photo.
10. Sew squares together. Press seams open. Sew rows together and press open. This unit will 

measure 8.5” wide by 6.5” long

Assemble:
11. Sew the leaf unit to the pineapple unit. Press seam open.
12. Sew 16.5”x1.5” background strip to each side. Press to the light.
13. Sew 8.5”x2.5” background strip to top and bottom. Press to the light.
14. Your block will measure 10.5” wide x 20.5” long.

Optional Buttons/Beads:
String your buttons and beads on thread or place in a small zip lock bag and safety pin to the block.

Lined Prairie Points — Don’t you love them!!

Become web famous! Make a pineapple block and see it on the MPQG website in the membership 
column each month. A different pineapple block will be featured each month.

To participate in the BOM, make the block described, bring it to the March meeting, post your block on 
the design wall, write down your name on the count sheet, and if you want to win all blocks of that 
month, place your name in the basket to win.

Contact kbkreativ@gmail.com if you have any questions.
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Our Merchants
Shop FIRST at our advertisers. 

 Take a day trip to visit any of them. They can’t live without our support and we sure can’t live 
without them! When shopping at the following businesses, thank them for supporting our guild.

Registration opened on Thursday, May 4, 2017.
Check the 2018 workshop schedule by clicking: here.

5327 Jacuzzi St., 3-C 
Richmond, CA 94808

Monterey's sewing, craft & design studio; where 
inspiration and creativity are set free.

BELLA LOFASO BRANCATO 

140 West Franklin St., Suite 205, Monterey, CA 93940 
www.bellastudiomonterey.com, 

bella@bellastudiomonterey.com, 831.920.2272

CLASSES, WORKSHOPS, & SPECIAL EVENTS
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Monterey's sewing, craft & design studio; where 
inspiration and creativity are set free.

BELLA LOFASO BRANCATO 

140 West Franklin St., Suite 205, Monterey, CA 93940 
www.bellastudiomonterey.com, 

bella@bellastudiomonterey.com, 831.920.2272

CLASSES, WORKSHOPS, & SPECIAL EVENTS
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Monterey's sewing, craft & design studio; where 
inspiration and creativity are set free.

BELLA LOFASO BRANCATO 

140 West Franklin St., Suite 205, Monterey, CA 93940 
www.bellastudiomonterey.com, 

bella@bellastudiomonterey.com, 831.920.2272

CLASSES, WORKSHOPS, & SPECIAL EVENTS
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Monterey's sewing, craft & design studio; where 
inspiration and creativity are set free.

BELLA LOFASO BRANCATO 

140 West Franklin St., Suite 205, Monterey, CA 93940 
www.bellastudiomonterey.com, 

bella@bellastudiomonterey.com, 831.920.2272

CLASSES, WORKSHOPS, & SPECIAL EVENTS
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

See website for store hours.

http://www.emptyspoolsseminars.com
http://www.emptyspoolsseminars.com
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Now through April 15, 2018 
San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles 
A Geographical Journey: The Paul J. Smith Textile Collection (until April 15th) 
Talismanic Tresses: Vien Le Wood (until April 15th) 
Without A Net: Susan Else (until April 15th) 
520 South First Street, San Jose, CA. www.sjquiltmuseum.org  

Now through April 30, 2018 
Wildflowers Through A Quilter’s Eyes Exhibit 
Located at the PG Natural History Museum, 165 Forest Avenue at Central, 
PG. 

February 25 - March 2, 2018  
Empty Spools Seminars at Asilomar - Session I 
Session I includes artists: Sue Benner, Wendy Matheson, Edyta Sitar, Jean 
Wells, Kathy Doughty and more. Check www.emptyspoolsseminars.com for 
open workshops. 

February 25 -April 30, 2018  
Bird Quilts 
From the Thomas Contemporary Quilt Collection 
In the Gallery at 157 Grand Avenue in Pacific Grove, 831-375-4453 www.backporchfabrics.com 

March 1, 6, 22, & 27, 2018  
Empty Spools Seminars at Asilomar - Open House 
www.emptyspoolsseminars.com 

March 2-27, 2018 
Lions and Tigers and Bridges, Oh My! By Nancy Bardach at Bay Quilt. 5327 Jacuzzi Street, Richmond CA.  
Reception Sunday, March 4th at 1-4 p.m. 
bay-quilts.shoplightspeed.com 

March 17-18, 2018  
East Bay Heritage Quilters Show 
Extraordinary Quilts by the Bay. Craneway Pavilion. 1414 Harbour Way South on the Richmond Waterfront. 
Richmond. Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4: $10; 2-day Admission: $15; Advance by March 2: $10. 

May 6 through July 3, 2018  
A Touch of Red 
Challenge quilts by Monterey Peninsula Quilt Guild 
Opening Reception is on Sunday, May 6th, 1-3 p.m. 
In the Gallery at 157 Grand Avenue in Pacific Grove, 831-375-4453 www.backporchfabrics.com 

“Stellar’s Jay” by Terry Grant 
Beaverton, OR 2011, 12” x 12” 
Cotton fabrics, batting, thread. 
Pieced, fused, machine quilted.

Calendar, Road Trips, and Events

http://www.sjquiltmuseum.org
http://www.emptyspoolsseminars.com/
http://www.backporchfabrics.com
http://www.emptyspoolsseminars.com/
http://bay-quilts.shoplightspeed.com
http://www.ebhq.org/quilt-shows/vic2018
http://www.backporchfabrics.com
http://www.sjquiltmuseum.org
http://www.emptyspoolsseminars.com/
http://www.backporchfabrics.com
http://www.emptyspoolsseminars.com/
http://bay-quilts.shoplightspeed.com
http://www.ebhq.org/quilt-shows/vic2018
http://www.backporchfabrics.com
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Next General Meeting: Monday, March 5, 2018
Location  
Pacific Grove Community Center, 515 Junipero Ave. (at 
15th), Pacific Grove, CA 93950 

Meetings are usually held the first Monday of the month 
at 7:00 PM. Many members arrive at 6:30 PM for an informal 
social time. Please check the front page for any schedule 
or location change. 

Membership New members are welcome any 
time! Dues are $50.00 to be paid annually by the 
September general meeting.

Guests are always welcome and are asked to pay a 
$5.00 fee to attend the evening program. Please stop at the 
membership table. 

Pines & Needles Newsletter  
This newsletter is published monthly for the benefit of our members. It is available online at www.mpqg.org. Articles are due 
on the 13th of the prior month.  
Please send items to the editor via email at failefamily@gmail.com. 
Pines & Needles newsletter editor Marie Faile reserves the right to edit all submissions for content, length, or otherwise for 
publication.  
Member Advertising Rates per Issue: $5.00 Business Card; $10.00 1/4 page; $18.50 1/2 page; and $30.00 full page. Annual 
rates are available. Advertisers should be quilting-related businesses.  

Privacy Policy  
Any contact information provided in this newsletter - whether phone number, email, address or otherwise is for the 
convenience and use of MPQG members, our advertisers and sponsors, and sharing newsletter guilds only. The information 
may not be sold or used for advertising, spam, commercial or other purposes without the written approval of the MPQG 
Board. 

MPQG Friendship Groups
by Marjorie Longo, 831-624-8649 or frummll@aol.com


These groups are open to all MPQG members. Please contact the member listed below. If you would like 
an introduction to a group, or if you need help forming a new friendship group, con-

Carmel 
Tea Timers 
Meets Wednesday 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
Pat Tillson, 831-625-4123 
All levels meet to do 
handwork

Carmel 
Out of the Box Quilters 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Thursdays 
1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Marjorie Longo, 831-624-8649 
All levels meet to sew, discuss, 
and create. Large tables 
available.Carmel Valley 

Cut-Ups 
Meets the 1st Thursday 
12-4pm, St. Dunstan's Church;  
Liz Rondelle, 831-601-0330 
Meets to sew, share mini 
demos, group challenges, and 
charity quilts. Large tables 
available.

Mid Carmel Valley 
Valley Girls 
Meets the 3rd Thursday 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
Dru Hammond, 831-659-1507 
All levels meet for sewing and 
some group projects.

Laguna Seca area 
Charity Quilt Friendship Group 
Meets the 3rd Friday 
9:30 a.m. to ?? 
Terann Carr, 831-375-7881  
All welcome to participate.

Pacific Grove 
Stitch and Dine 
Meets the 2nd Thursday 
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
Gudny Campbell, 
831-372-6369 
Sewing and dinner.

Salinas 
Que Sera Sera 
Meets every Monday, 11-2pm 
Active Senior Center 
Susan Riddoch, 831-449-6315 
Focus on embellishments.

Monterey 
Friends of Fred 
Meets the 3rd Monday 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Regina Liske, 831-333-9302

mailto:frummll@aol.com
mailto:frummll@aol.com


Monterey Peninsula Quilters Guild 
Workshop Reservation 2018 Members Non-Members*

❏ Sat & Sun March 3 & 4 Sue Benner Sewing the Land $150.00 $170.00

Registration opens November 13, 2017 for Sue Benner
❏ Sat & Sun June 30 & July 1 Mary Lou 

Weidman
Topic: TBD $150.00 $170.00

Registration opens March 5, 2018 for Mary Lou Weidman
❏ Sat & Sun September 29 & 

30
Jenny Lyon Fearless Free Motion 

Quilting
$150.00 $170.00

Registration opens June 11, 2018 for Jenny Lyon

Name

Address

Telephone

email

     ✂     ✂     ✂     ✂     ✂     ✂     ✂     ✂     ✂   cut here    ✂     ✂     ✂     ✂     ✂     ✂   ✂    ✂   
For your 
records:

❏Saturday & Sunday, March 3 & 4, Sue Benner, Sewing the Land 
❏Saturday & Sunday, June 30 & July 1, Mary Lou Weidman, Topic: TBD 
❏Saturday & Sunday, September 29 & 30, Jenny Lyon, Fearless Free Motion Quilting

Send to: Make check payable to MPQG. Send to: Linda Garofalo, 7063 Valley Greens Cir., 
Carmel CA 93923

Questions? Linda Garofalo, linda.garofalo27@yahoo.com, 415-444-6142

Time: Doors open at 9:30 a.m. Workshop is 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Note: Reservations are secured when payment is received. 

• For cancellation notice given at least 90 days prior to the workshop, full refund will 
be given. 

• For cancellation notice given 90-31 days prior to the workshop, a 50% refund will be 
given UNLESS a replacement can be found or waiting list exists 

• For cancellation notice given 30 days or fewer AND a replacement cannot be found, 
the workshop registration fee is forfeited.

Supply List: Available at general meetings, on website at www.mpqg.org, or contact Linda 
Garofalo, 415-444-6142.

Location Health and Fitness Room at the Sally Griffin Center, 700 Jewell Avenue, Pacific Grove, 
CA 93950.

Bring: Surge protector. Food: Plan on bringing your lunch, snacks, and beverages.

* Non-Member registration is accepted 30 days prior to the workshop. 
** Kit fee may be paid directly to the instructor.


