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General Meeting
Monday, January 8, 2018

6:15 PM Set-up & Social Time 
7:00 PM Meeting 

Pacific Grove Community Center 
515 Junipero Avenue  

(at 15th Street) 
Pacific Grove, CA 93950 

What to Bring 
• Cash or check for workshops/raffle 
• Name tag 
• Community Quilts and pillowcases 
• Library Books 
• UFOs 
• Pen and calendar to volunteer 
• Entry form/photos for April Quilt Show 

MPQG Calendar 
Now through mid-April 2018 
  - “Wildflowers Through A Quilter’s 
Eyes” exhibit at the PG Natural History 
Museum, 165 Forest Ave.  

January 8, 2018 
 - General Meeting: Marie Strait 
A Virtual Visit to the San Jose Museum of 
Quilts & Textiles  

February 5, 2018 
  - General Meeting: Mickey Beebe 
How I went from a Traditional to Modern 
Quilter in a Year 

March 3 & 4, 2018 
  - Workshop with Sue Benner: Sewing 
the Land, www.suebenner.com 

March 5, 2018 
  - General Meeting: Jane Sassaman 
Quilting Against the Odds, www.janesas-
saman.com 
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Next Meeting
A Virtual Visit to San Jose Museum of 
Quilts and Textiles with Marie Strait
Monday, January 8, 2018
Quilting has been Marie’s passion for more 
than 42 years, and she has taught for nearly 
that long.  

She loves scrap quilts and makes many. The 
fabrics tell so many stories and bring back 
memories as well as feeding her need to 
use up what she has (and sometimes to 
have a great excuse to buy more fabric)! 

When Marie is not quilting, she is heavily involved with the San Jose Mu-
seum of Quilts and Textiles. In fact, she was on the museum’s board for 
six years until recently. And she continues to be involved. The San Jose 
Museum of Quilts and Textiles is considered to be one of the oldest quilt 
museums in the U.S.—founded in 1977, by the Santa Clara Valley Quilt 
Association.  

Instead of telling more about the museum here, come to the talk on 
January 8th, as Marie Strait will take us on a Virtual Visit to the San Jose 
Museum of Quilts & Textiles. 

Phyllis Martin, Program 
program@mpqg.org, (949) 243-6511 

Make sure to read about the 2018 
UFO Challenge on page 4. Hope 

you will be participating!

http://www.suebenner.com
http://www.janesassaman.com
http://www.janesassaman.com
mailto:program@mpqg.org
http://www.suebenner.com
http://www.janesassaman.com
http://www.janesassaman.com
mailto:program@mpqg.org


Board Projects: January 2018
• Meeting: Virtual Visit to the San Jose Museum of Quilts 

& Textiles 
• Finalize Community Grant Award; announce winners 
• Call for entries,  Quilt Show entry forms 
• Quilt Show committee members meeting 
• Updates and announcements to Communications the 

13th of month
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President’s Letter - January 2018

Looking Ahead to 2018 
by Rita Jacques, stan2rita@sbcglobal.net, (360) 561-6296 

I don’t know about you, but I’m still glowing in the aftermath of our holiday party. 
Claudia Gano put together a fantastic format. The reading of A Child’s Christmas 
in Wales by “Dylan Thomas” brought back many memories of growing up in a 
very cold and snowy New York State. The baskets were beautifully adorned and 
from all the oohs and aahs, the contents were just as delightful. The food was 
also fantastic. Thank you to everyone for your generosity. We will have around 
$2,000 to provide grants this year, well ahead of last year’s $1,450. 

2018 promises to be a very interesting and exciting year for the Guild Members. Our display at the Natural Histo-
ry Museum in Pacific Grove is currently in place and many of our members have provided quilts to the Steinbeck 
Center as it is kicking off its celebration of the Women of Steinbeck this spring.  

The first meeting of the Quilt Show Committee Chairs has taken place with Kathrin Brown at the helm. Be sure to 
pay attention to the entry application dates. The February 5th deadline will approach very rapidly—April is not 
that far away. Remember, if you have entered a quilt, you must volunteer for at least four hours during the show.  

Just a reminder that we have until April to market our raffle quilt. I recently took it to another organization I be-
long to and sold over $100 of tickets. If you have a opportunity to help with our marketing at another organiza-
tion you are involved in, contact Gudny Campbell. I’m sure she would appreciate the help. Mary Ellen Parsons 
has agreed to design our raffle quilt for 2019 and Noreen Nance and Janet Taillon have agreed to take on the 
marketing of the quilt.  

Marie Faile took over Pine & Needles from Kathrin Brown last month and the transition was absolutely seamless. 
Congratulations to you both. 

Board Minutes
The MPQG Secretary takes and prepares the minutes from 
the monthly board meetings. These minutes are posted on 
the MPQG website. The latest approved minutes can be 
found here:      
www.mpqg.org/board-and-supporting-committees.htm 

MPQG Mission Statement 
We will:  

Preserve the heritage of beauty, diligence and 
love embodied in those quilts which have been 

handed down to us;  

acknowledge and encourage a concern for ex-
cellence of design and craftsmanship as we per-

petuate this American folk art;  

become a source of information, education, and 
inspiration;  

and further the personal reward of companion-
ship around quilters sharing a common interest.  

mailto:stan2rita@sbcglobal.net
http://www.mpqg.org/board-and-supporting-committees.htm
http://www.mpqg.org/board-and-supporting-committees.htm
mailto:stan2rita@sbcglobal.net
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Next Workshop: Sue Benner
March 3 & 4, 2018 
Sewing The Land
by Linda Garofalo, linda.garofalo27@yahoo.com, 415-444-6142 

Please join us for this workshop with Sue Benner, a fabulous artist and quilter. We will make a landscape art quilt 
using fused, collage, and quilting techniques. 

Sue began making landscape images from raw edges, selvedges, and other odds and ends from scrap bags. From 
there she went on to add other techniques and develop a body of work inspired by wetlands in her childhood-
home state, Wisconsin. 

In this workshop, Sue leads participants down a similar path by having each one create at least one landscape 
quilt, about 10”H x 20”W, along with several small studies. Sue shows you how to look at the landscape, analyze 
it, and translate it to fabric. She also covers fusible basics, working with non-traditional fabrics, quilting, and bind-
ing the fused quilt. A second image can be started if time permits. 

Thanks from Natividad Medical Center NICU

Thank you so much for the beautiful quilts. We 
really appreciate your time and love that is put 
into each one. Having an infant in the NICU is 
such a difficult experience, every little thing we 
can do to help make that experience better 
goes a long way. The bright colors help to make 
the unit less sterile looking and seems to create 
a calming effect for the families as well. They are 
also great momentos for the parents to take 
home.  ~Kim 

Photo: Janella Reyes, Kim Leavitt, Carolyn Fis-
cher, Hilary Ryan, and holding the little one is 
Georgia Sapiens

mailto:linda.garofalo27@yahoo.com
mailto:linda.garofalo27@yahoo.com


Charity Tally
by Terann Carr, (831) 375-7881 

Here are the numbers! We have done pretty well this year, thanks to all of your efforts. 
It is fun to see what you have all been able to do from your stashes. The heart pillows 
are still very popular, and we have added another charity, The Christ Child Society.  

Heart pillows - 118 
Christ Child Society quilts - 20 
CASA quilts - 58 
Neonatal quilts - 114 
All other gifts of quilts - 18 

Thanks so much,  
Terann Carr 

UFO Resolutions
by Donna Appleget, jaappleget@aol.com, 831-324-4316 

Congratulations to our 2017 UFO Challenge prize winners Judy Furman and Linda Stoner. Thanks 
to all the participants, the 2017 UFO Challenge produced a lot of quilts. Let's build on that mo-
mentum with a 2018 UFO Challenge. I would like to encourage everyone to make a New Year's resolution to fin-
ish one UFO in 2018. The 2018 UFO Challenge will begin with a January registration at the general meeting . It 
will end in November with the final completed projects being recorded. At the end of the year, your UFOs will 
have fulfilled a purpose. You will have quilted gifts, charity items, mini-raffle quilts and show quilts. You will also 
be eligible to win one of three Back Porch Fabrics gift certificates to be awarded during the MPQG December 
Holiday Social. 

Official rules are: 

1) Register 1-6 UnFinished Objects that you started before January 2018. Include a project name (i.e. But-
terfly Quilt), age (best guess) and state of progress (cut, pieced, quilted, bind). 

2) Bring finished project(s) to UFO Challenge Center before our monthly general meetings to be record-
ed onto your registry. Each UFO will be scored based on work required to reach completion. 

3) Present your project at Show and Tell. Share its renewed purpose or how it was re-invented or what 
you learned from it or your favorite element of design. 

4) Participants who complete six UFOs on their list before the end of the challenge can add six more Un-
Finished Objects that they started before January 2018 to their registry. Quilters who do not have 
UFOs or run out of UFOs can participate by completing a charity quilt top kit that can be signed out at 
the UFO Challenge Center.  

5) At the end of the challenge, three prizes will be awarded. Quilters who finish 1-5 UFOs will be entered 
into a drawing for a Back Porch Fabrics gift certificate. Quilters who finish 6+ UFOs will be entered into 
a second drawing for a Back Porch Fabrics gift certificate. The quilter who scores the most points on 
their registry for work completed on their UFOs will be awarded the third gift certificate. No participant 
will be awarded more than one gift certificate. 

The MPQG website has a printable registration form to assist you in your preparations. Paper copies of the official 
rules, points chart, and registration form will be provided at the UFO Challenge Center.
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CQFG Sew-In
by Terann Carr, (831) 375-7881 

Let’s start the New Year together! We are still collecting hexies. If you picked up one or 
two from me, please bring them to the January meeting. As for the Sew-In, we will 
meet at my home, Friday, January 19, at 9:30 a.m.; bring a lunch. Joanne is bringing 
shirts for our Plaid Shirt Quilt Challenge, inspired by a quilt Donna Appleget made. 
Other details will be in my email blast. Please join us! Call if you need directions.  ~Ter-
ann 

Share the Love with AmazonSmile
Some of you may already be signed up with AmazonSmile, but supporting 
another local charity. This is a great time to switch your support over to our 
guild and share the love.   

1) Go to smile.amazon.com 
2) Log into your account, if not done automatically. 
3) Go to Accounts & Lists (navigation menu at top), then to Your AmazonSmile (from dropdown menu). 
4) Click on “Change Charity” button. 
5) Search for our guild: “Monterey Peninsula Quilters Guild” 
6) Click on “Select” button. 

Contact Tina Magill at (831) 649-1987 or magill1242@gmail.com for help.  

Quilt Challenges 2017 & 2018
by Linda Branting, brantinglm@me.com  

Our 2018 Quilt Challenge will be announced at our February meeting. Meanwhile, we’re looking forward to see-
ing all of your beautiful “Touch of Red” 2017 Challenge Quilts in our Guild Show in April. You may enter up to 
three “Touch of Red” quilts in addition to a maximum of five other quilts in the show.  

Get ahead of the February rush and bring your entry forms and photos to our Guild meeting on January 8th. 
Didn’t finish in time for the Fair in September? Now’s your chance to show your clever solution and be in splen-
did company at our Guild Show… followed by an exhibit at Back Porch Fabrics’ gallery.  

Your Challenge Committee, 
Linda Branting, Dru Hammond and Linda Garofalo

Free to a Good Home!
2-piece Bernina luggage set (fits 12” throat machine).   

Call Anna Mae Gazo at (831) 578-6888 or amgazo@sbcglobal.net. 

http://smile.amazon.com
mailto:magill1242@gmail.com
http://smile.amazon.com
mailto:magill1242@gmail.com
mailto:brantinglm@me.com
mailto:amgazo@sbcglobal.net
mailto:brantinglm@me.com
mailto:amgazo@sbcglobal.net


Quilt in a Basket - Special March and June Raffles
By Linda Phillips, clphil1940@aol.com, 831-747-7082 

To raise money for the General Fund, the Board has agreed to have baskets of quilting-related items raffled at the 
Guild Meeting in March and again in June. 

In March, three baskets containing all material and supplies needed to complete small quilts (approximately 60" 
X 72") will be raffled. One basket will contain the pattern and materials needed to complete Tracey Brookshier's 
Japanese Jigsaw quilt. A second basket will contain green and white material and supplies needed to complete 
the tone on tone quilt as published in Quiltmaker Issue #154. The third basket will contain material and supplies 
to complete the Seascape quilt designed by Scott Flanagan as published in Quiltmaker Issue #174.  

Quilts for Fire Victims
by Terann Carr, (831) 375-7881 

A note from Meredith Johnson came thanking us for three quilts for fire vic-
tims in Sonoma County. I sent the largest I had, but they weren’t bed-sized 
quilts. Those are still desired, although lap quilts are appreciated too. Chil-
dren are being given pillow cases, so let’s whip up a few! There are some 
quilters available in that area if you want to send tops, including backing, 
binding and maybe even batting. More than likely they will be done on long 
arm machines, so use the measurement parameters you can find on Holly 
Casey’s website for back and batting. Meredith expects this project to last two years! 

Donations are still being collected by Always Quilting: 4230 Olympic Ave., San Mateo, CA 94403, (650) 458-8580.  
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2018 Color of the Year
By Kathrin Brown, kbkreativ@gmail.com 

Have you heard the news? The 2018 Pantone Color of the Year has 
been announced. It’s Ultra Violet—a shade of purple. That should make 
for some beautiful quilts especially if you pair it with the 2017 color 
Greenery. 

Make sure to read this interesting article in the Washington Post: How 
This Year’s “It” Color Came to Be. 

http://hollycaseyquilts.com/index.php
http://hollycaseyquilts.com/index.php
mailto:clphil1940@aol.com
mailto:clphil1940@aol.com
mailto:kbkreativ@gmail.com
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/lifestyle/colorforecast/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/lifestyle/colorforecast/
mailto:kbkreativ@gmail.com
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/lifestyle/colorforecast/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/lifestyle/colorforecast/
http://hollycaseyquilts.com/index.php
http://hollycaseyquilts.com/index.php


"Women's Work" Held Over at the Steinbeck
Quilt Commission Opportunity

Women’s Work, the exhibit our members contributed to, will run through 
April as a prelude for the 2018 Steinbeck Festival: The Women of Stein-
beck’s World, May 3-5. There will be an opening reception on Friday, Jan-
uary 5th at 5pm. This coincides with First Friday in Salinas when downtown 
galleries are open. The Museum is so enthusiastic about this exhibit that they 
came up with a new idea for the exhibit hall, which they will be “refreshing” 
throughout 2018, the 20th year of the National Steinbeck Center. 

Quilt Commission Opportunity 
They would like to commission a quilt for Doc’s bed in the exhibit, drawing 
from Dora’s girls’ contribution to Ed Ricketts’s birthday party in Cannery Row: 

Take the girls at Dora’s. All of them had at one time or another gone 
over to the laboratory for advice or medicine or simply unprofession-
al company. And they had seen Doc’s bed. It was covered with an old faded red blanket full of fox tails and 
burrs and sand, for he took it on all his collecting trips. If money came in he bought laboratory equipment. It 
never occurred to him to buy a new blanket for himself. Dora’s girls were making him a patchwork quilt, a beau-
tiful thing of silk. And since most of the silk available came from underclothing and evening dresses, the quilt 
was glorious in strips of flesh pink and orchid and pale yellow and cerise. They worked on it late mornings and 
in the afternoon before the boys from the sardine fleet came in… 

Cannery Row, p. 157 

They were just seated formally, sipping delicately at the whiskey, when Dora and the girls came in. They pre-
sented the quilt. Doc laid it over his bed and it was beautiful. 

Cannery Row, p. 173 

The Museum is looking for a group to submit a proposal to them detailing plans for this silken quilt. Proposals should 
include a one page summary of the details and design of the quilt, a rough sketch of the idea, and a timeline of how 
long it would take to complete it. The chosen proposal will be granted supplies, materials, and $500 stipend. Proposals 
are due by January 3rd so they can announce the winner at the opening reception for "Women's Works.” 

Email any questions and the completed proposals to the contact shown below: 

Tara Spada 
Exhibits and Events Coordinator 
National Steinbeck Center 
One Main Street 
Salinas, CA 93901 
831-796-3833 ext. 210 
Email: tara@steinbeck.org 
Website: www.steinbeck.org 

The Center's collection contains two large quilts that have stories behind them, one was made by women in agriculture 
and the other by a woman passionate about California condors. With this as a starting point, they were looking for 
quilts that say something about place or location. 
Thanks to the following members for loaning pieces to the exhibit: Gail Abeloe, Joan Costello, Claudia Gano, Gloria 
Hatton, Regina Liske, Shirley Steele, Janet Taillon, and Pat Tillson. 

Sherrill Ash, Community Outreach 
communityoutreach@mpqg.org, 831-915-2296 
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2018 Quilt Show Categories Have Been Revised
In this issue of the MPQG newsletter you will find the Entry Form and the Judging Application Form for the 2018 

Quilt Show. You will see there have been some changes made in the categories we will be using for judging the 

quilt. Several members of the Judging Committee met to discuss not only your comments from the 2017 Quilt 

Show, but also the categories used in other quilt shows. Decisions were made as follows:  

• Kit Quilts now may be judged, and have been included with Group Quilts in one category. It was 

determined that many quilters really enjoy the ease of using a kit which includes the pattern and 

pre-selected fabric, thereby collaborating with the author of the pattern and the maker of the kit, 

but still might spend a tremendous amount of energy and time on the making of the quilt. Such 

kits are becoming increasingly common. The category allows judging of these quilts so that our 

members’ work can be recognized, and so the member might benefit on the comments made by 

the judge.  

• Special Quilt Techniques is a category now being used in several other quilt shows, and the 

group felt it should replace ‘Innovative Quilts,’ as it is more clearly defined and more appropriately 

allows quilts to be in categories better suited to each entry. It will Include construction methods 

such as fusing and digital printing, surface design techniques and embellishments such as thread 

painting, beading, crystals, embroidery, and painting, or a mixture of hand and machine quilting, 

as well as quilts and any quilt that does not obviously fit into any other category.  

• Traditional Quilts will now include all quilts based on a traditional design, pieced and/or ap-

pliquéd and will include pieced, English paper-pieced and foundation-pieced (on paper or fabric) 

quilts. 

• Definitions for the Judging Categories are on a separate page included with the Judging Appli-

cation Form, for your use in determining which category to use for your quilt. Please read these 
definitions! (This page does not have to be turned in with your Application Form.)  

Please note that your Entry and Judging Application Forms, along with a 4 x 6” glossy photo of each quilt, can 

be submitted as soon as you know your quilt will be completed and that you plan to have it in the Quilt Show. 

Early submissions are much appreciated, but the absolute deadline in February 5, 2018.  

For questions, please contact Debbie Biller at 831-655-8009 or email: mty_monk@yahoo.com  

Volunteer Needed! - 2018 Quilt Show
Kathrin Brown, Quilt Show Chair, kbkreativ@gmail.com  

I am still looking for someone to be ambassador of the white glove volunteers (this job mostly requires your 
time the week of the show to cheerlead for volunteers and ensure all shifts are covered). I also need someone to 
walk the parade, with hopefully a few of her family members, to hold our banners and bring people to the show. 
Remember as a chairperson of any of the jobs, you are coordinating - thus, recruiting others to help you. 

The volunteer coordination drive will start at our January meeting. Look for Becky Taylor at the table to volun-
teer at the show. 
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Winter Social 2017

Bert Sison wins the Ugly Sweater 
contest.

Live Auction quilt donated by Janyce 
Anderson. The auctions raised over 

$500 in total!

Taelen Thomas reading A Child’s 
Christmas in Wales as Dylan 

Thomas.

It’s all fun and games until Santa finds out… 
You have UFOs!

Community quilts that were presented to 
Dialysis, CASA, and NICUs.

So many wonderful raffle baskets! 

Beautiful set-up by the Winter Social & 
Fundraiser committee.



December Show & Tell

Mary Kay Hamilton with her sailboat quilt, 
of her own design.

Rhonda Courtier shows her beautiful Log 
Cabin quilt. Elizabeth McInnes with a Christmas runner.

Judy Brown 
with her 

Wildflower 
quilt for the 
Wildflowers 
Through A 

Quilter’s Eye 
exhibit at the 
PG Natural 
History Mu-

seum.

Gudny Campbell with one of her three Wild-
flower quilts that is in the Wildflowers 

Through A Quilter’s Eyes Exhibit.

Jeanne Bartels showing the quilt her school made 
with the funds from last year’s fundraiser.
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An Interview with LaDonna Valenti
By Catherine Toth 

One in an occasional series in which an MPQG member, chosen at random, is inter-
viewed about her quilting journey. 

Quilter LaDonna Valenti arrived in Monterey as a young career woman, years before 
the word ‘quilter’ could be attached to her name. Here she met Jack, an easterner 
who says (with a wink) that he came to the Golden State to seek to his fortune. Having 
found it in LaDonna, he married her in 1967, and the two raised their children—two 
girls, two boys—on the peninsula. Today they live in Pebble Beach on a quiet corner 
lot, in a lovely home where they display their varied collections: teddy bears, chickens, 
antique hand mirrors, old pharmaceutical oddments and, of course, quilts. 

LaDonna has long since adopted the Monterey Peninsula as her home, but her roots 
are deep in the Willamette Valley of Oregon. She is from the tiny town of Lacomb in 
the shadow of the Cascades, where families farmed, logged or, like her stepdad Ray, 
worked in the nearby paper and plywood mills. “When Jack took me home the first time, it seemed very country to 
him,” she says of Lacomb. “He joked, ‘Well, at least there are power lines.’” 

Power lines, perhaps, but not always electricity. LaDonna recalls, “My mother [Frances] had a treadle machine that 
had been converted to electric. I can barely remember it, but I do know that if the lights went out you could still sew 
because you had the treadle.”  

1921 
Frances, 
 Be a good girl and marry a man with lots of nickels and eat lots of pickles. 

Alford Ryan 
“I started out making doll clothes, and then my own clothes. And I belonged to 4H,” like many of the youngsters 
around Lacomb. But quilts and quilting were not in her background. “I did not grow up with quilts. I found out later 
that my sister had one of my grandmother’s—it was a Sunbonnet Sue that she used and wore out. And I do have a 
quilt top from an aunt or a great-aunt. I faintly remember that, when I was in the eighth grade, we went to their house 
in Salem. She had quilt tops, and she let me pick one. And for some reason, I picked one that’s made out of muslin, 
with big red crosses on it. It was probably made during the war. I’ve wished since that I’d picked something different! 

“When the kids were little I made them pajamas, shirts, blouses for the girls,” says LaDonna, who soon turned her 
skills to creating clothing for herself—specifically, to clothing in the category known as ‘wearable art.’ She joined the 
(now defunct) Wearable Art Guild, where she made any number of pieced and quilted vests and jackets, and where 
she met a woman who eventually talked her into joining the MPQG.  

Today a veteran maker of quilts, LaDonna’s talents are on display in her home: a quilt hung in the dining room is a 
masterful blend of piecing, hand quilting, and a half-dozen detailed motifs rendered in stem-stitch embroidery. A 
wall-hanging in the hallway is a tongue-in-cheek calendar, complete with running-stich month names and images 
(November is a chicken, clutching a pumpkin and an ear of corn). Turning the corner into the guest room, however, 
one gets an inkling of the real trove: on the bed is a stack of quilts, large, small, and mini, featuring all manner of 
techniques. LaDonna’s favorites—needle-turn appliqué and embroidery—are well represented, but here too are piec-
ing, paper-piecing, machine appliqué, sashiko, hand quilting and machine quilting.  

Among the lovely pieces is one that offers a glimpse back to those Oregon roots. LaDonna found a trove of 
ephemera from her mother’s early years, including an autograph album and postcards. She selected several of her 
favorite messages, and memorialized them in a quilted piece. 

Portland, Oregon 1921 
Dear Frances, 
When in this book you chance to look, remember who wrote this in your book. 

Your daddy, Loren Ryan 
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An Interview with LaDonna Valenti, continued: 
Many other pieces showcase LaDonna’s fine hand at appliqué. “We go to Hawaii 
every year,” she says, and “two or three times, I took a class on how to do Hawai-
ian quilting.” Acknowledging that needle-turn is an acquired skill, LaDonna coun-
sels, “You should start on straight lines or gentle curves, and then work up to the 
complicated shapes.” 

As accomplished as she is at appliqué, LaDonna feels her piecing skills are lacking 
in at least one area: points. “I have discovered that I don’t do points well,” she 
says of another quilt. “I have trouble getting them to meet, so I just avoid those, or 
cover them with a button.” To be fair, the quilt she shows as illustration has a com-
plex pattern in which a number of curved seams converge. Further down in the stack she finds several challenge 
quilts, including her entry for 2017 (‘A Touch of Red’) which is, notably, precisely pieced. “My Tea Timers friend Linda 
[Branting] told me she had one square of red fabric left, and so I had to join the challenge!” 

Next to the guest room is LaDonna’s sewing studio, a space wholly given over to the joys of making. “When my son 
moved out, I moved in. I told him, ‘You can’t come back, I’ve taken over your room.’ These two bookshelves technical-
ly belong to him,” she says of the furniture flanking the large window. “But they fit perfectly in here, so if he ever 
wants them back we’ll just have to buy him some other ones.”  

Corvallis, Oregon 1928 
Dear Frances, 
“If the dresses keep getting shorter,” cried the flapper with a sob, “there will be two more 
cheeks to powder, and another place to bob.” 

Trilby 
Shelf-and-drawer units line a second wall and, pointing to the remaining two walls, LaDonna counts: “I have one, two, 
three, four, five fabric cabinets,” she says, laughingly acknowledging that she has perhaps over-bought fabric from 
time to time. She especially enjoys visiting quilt shops during her travels, domestic and overseas, and has come home 
with her share of souvenirs. “When we went to New Zealand and Australia, I bought fabric,” she says, showing a stack 
printed with kiwi birds, kiwi fruit and even sheep. “And now I wonder, why did I buy so much?” Of a nearby length of 
blue fabric covered with sharks, she exclaims, “Two and a half yards! What am I going to make with this?“ LaDonna is 
neither the first nor the last quilter to ask such questions of herself and her stash.  

In the center of the room are a cutting table and a sewing table. “My machine is a Bernina, and I’ve had it forever, or it 
seems like forever.” The machine is set into a clever table with a plexiglass surround. “When I bought it, they made 
the table to fit. If you’re working on something big, it has a flip-up leaf so your work doesn’t slip off. And I have a 
place for my serger,” LaDonna adds, which she uses to finish seams on the clothing she still makes from time to time. 
A batik shirt hangs nearby, ready for an upcoming trip to Hawaii.  

LaDonna and Jack’s children, their grandchildren and a brand-new great-grandson live in California, Washington state, 
Idaho and New Hampshire. Have any of them inherited the compulsion to create? “My daughter is a knitter. She can 
walk and knit baby socks,” LaDonna laughs. “She is just amazing.”  

And her husband? “No, Jack is not a maker. But he appreciates that this is something I have to do.” And LaDonna, in 
return, appreciates this understanding in her partner. But then, she learned something about partnership back in the 
Willamette Valley. 

Lebanon Oregon April 27 1937 
Dearest Franky, 
Remember the first time I ever saw you. Remember the kiss at the top of the stairs. Re-
member that New Year’s Eve and the old Model T, and the Willys-Knight on the hill 
by the cemetery. Remember no matter what happens -- I love you. 

Your own, Raymie 

12  Pines & Needles - January 2018



   Pines & Needles - January 201813

Our Merchants
Shop FIRST at our advertisers. 

 Take a day trip to visit any of them. They can’t live without our support and we sure can’t live 
without them! When shopping at the following businesses, thank them for supporting our guild.

Registration opened on Thursday, May 4, 2017.
Check the 2018 workshop schedule by clicking: here.

5327 Jacuzzi St., 3-C 
Richmond, CA 94808

Monterey's sewing, craft & design studio; where 
inspiration and creativity are set free.

BELLA LOFASO BRANCATO 

140 West Franklin St., Suite 205, Monterey, CA 93940 
www.bellastudiomonterey.com, 

bella@bellastudiomonterey.com, 831.920.2272

CLASSES, WORKSHOPS, & SPECIAL EVENTS
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Monterey's sewing, craft & design studio; where 
inspiration and creativity are set free.

BELLA LOFASO BRANCATO 

140 West Franklin St., Suite 205, Monterey, CA 93940 
www.bellastudiomonterey.com, 

bella@bellastudiomonterey.com, 831.920.2272

CLASSES, WORKSHOPS, & SPECIAL EVENTS
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Monterey's sewing, craft & design studio; where 
inspiration and creativity are set free.

BELLA LOFASO BRANCATO 

140 West Franklin St., Suite 205, Monterey, CA 93940 
www.bellastudiomonterey.com, 

bella@bellastudiomonterey.com, 831.920.2272

CLASSES, WORKSHOPS, & SPECIAL EVENTS
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Monterey's sewing, craft & design studio; where 
inspiration and creativity are set free.

BELLA LOFASO BRANCATO 

140 West Franklin St., Suite 205, Monterey, CA 93940 
www.bellastudiomonterey.com, 

bella@bellastudiomonterey.com, 831.920.2272

CLASSES, WORKSHOPS, & SPECIAL EVENTS
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

See website for store hours.

http://www.emptyspoolsseminars.com
http://www.emptyspoolsseminars.com
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Calendar, Road Trips, and Local Events 
November 5, 2017 - January 2, 2018 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Quilts by Freddy Moran. Opening reception on Sunday, November 19, from 1 pm to 3 
pm at the gallery at Back Porch Fabrics. 157 Grand Ave. Pacific Grove, 831-375-4453. 
www.backporchfabrics.com 

Now through January 14, 2018 
San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles 
Expressions of Identity: 40th Anniversary Exhibition  
Identity Tapestry: Mary Corey March 
Juncture 2: 40th Anniversary SJMQT Member’s Exhibition - November 29, 2017 - Jan-
uary 14, 2018 
520 South First Street, San Jose, CA. www.sjquiltmuseum.org  

Now through Mid-April 
Wildflowers Through A Quilter’s Eyes Exhibit 
Located at the PG Natural History Museum, 165 Forest Avenue at Central, Pacific Grove.  

January 4 - February 29, 2018  
A Few of Our Favorites 
Quilts by Back Porch Fabrics Staff 
In the Gallery at 157 Grand Avenue in Pacific Grove, 831-375-4453 www.backporchfabrics.com 

January 18 - 21, 2018  
Road to California - Quilter’s Conference and Showcase 
Premier consumer quilt show West of the Rocky Mountains held at the Convention Center in Ontario, CA. www.road2-
ca.com  

February 9, 10 & 11, 2018  
Folsom Quilt & Fiber Guild: 33rd Annual Show 
“Fusion of All Things Quilts & Fiber!” Folsom Community Center, 52 Natoma Street, Folsom, CA. Fri/Sat: 10-5. Sun: 
10-4. Admission $7 or 3-day pass $14. www.folsomquilt.org  

February 24 - 25, 2018  
Pajaro Valley Quilt Association: 40th Anniversary Quilt Show 
and Live Quilt Auction. Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds, 2601 East Lake Avenue, Watsonville. Saturday 10-5. Sunday 
10-4. $10 General/$8 Advance Admission. Tickets available at www.pvqa.org  

Now in it’s 33rd year, Empty Spools Seminars are presented annually by Gayle Wells and Suzanne Cox. 

Each spring, quilters and fiber artists gather together at the Asilomar Conference Grounds to celebrate, create and 
collaborate with the finest instructors from around the world.  

Empty Spools Seminars is offering five sessions; each session with 11 workshop each five-days long. All this right in 
our backyard in Pacific Grove.  

Check the schedule and take a workshop. Or attend the Open Houses on the 4th afternoon of each session. 
www.emptyspoolsseminars.com  

http://www.backporchfabrics.com
http://www.sjquiltmuseum.org
http://www.backporchfabrics.com
http://www.road2ca.com
http://www.road2ca.com
http://www.folsomquilt.org
http://www.pvqa.org
http://www.backporchfabrics.com
http://www.sjquiltmuseum.org
http://www.backporchfabrics.com
http://www.road2ca.com
http://www.road2ca.com
http://www.folsomquilt.org
http://www.pvqa.org
http://www.emptyspoolsseminars.com
http://www.emptyspoolsseminars.com
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Next General Meeting: Monday, January 8, 2018
Location  
Pacific Grove Community Center, 515 Junipero Ave. (at 
15th), Pacific Grove, CA 93950 

Meetings are usually held the first Monday of the month 
at 7:00 PM. Many members arrive at 6:30 PM for an informal 
social time. Please check the front page for any schedule 
or location change. 

Membership New members are welcome any 
time! Dues are $50.00 to be paid annually by the 
September general meeting.

Guests are always welcome and are asked to pay a 
$5.00 fee to attend the evening program. Please stop at the 
membership table. 

Pines & Needles Newsletter  
This newsletter is published monthly for the benefit of our members. It is available online at www.mpqg.org. Articles are due 
on the 13th of the prior month.  
Please send items to the editor via email at failefamily@gmail.com. 
Pines & Needles newsletter editor Marie Faile reserves the right to edit all submissions for content, length, or otherwise for 
publication.  
Member Advertising Rates per Issue: $5.00 Business Card; $10.00 1/4 page; $18.50 1/2 page; and $30.00 full page. Annual 
rates are available. Advertisers should be quilting-related businesses.  

Privacy Policy  
Any contact information provided in this newsletter - whether phone number, email, address or otherwise is for the 
convenience and use of MPQG members, our advertisers and sponsors, and sharing newsletter guilds only. The information 
may not be sold or used for advertising, spam, commercial or other purposes without the written approval of the MPQG 
Board. 

MPQG Friendship Groups
by Marjorie Longo, 831-624-8649 or frummll@aol.com


These groups are open to all MPQG members. Please contact the member listed below. If you would like an 
introduction to a group, or if you need help forming a new friendship group, contact me.

Carmel 
Tea Timers 
Meets Wednesday 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
Pat Tillson, 831-625-4123 
All levels meet to do handwork

Carmel 
Out of the Box Quilters 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Thursdays 
1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Marjorie Longo, 831-624-8649 
All levels meet to sew, discuss, 
and create. Large tables available.

Carmel Valley 
Cut-Ups 
Meets the 1st Thursday 
12-4pm, St. Dunstan's Church;  
Liz Rondelle, 831-601-0330 
Meets to sew, share mini 
demos, group challenges, and 
charity quilts. Large tables 
available.

Mid Carmel Valley 
Valley Girls 
Meets the 3rd Thursday 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
Dru Hammond, 831-659-1507 
All levels meet for sewing and 
some group projects.

Laguna Seca area 
Charity Quilt Friendship Group 
Meets the 3rd Friday 
9:30 a.m. to ?? 
Terann Carr, 831-375-7881  
All welcome to participate.

Pacific Grove 
Stitch and Dine 
Meets the 2nd Thursday 
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
Gudny Campbell, 831-372-6369 
Sewing and dinner.

Salinas 
Que Sera Sera 
Meets every Monday, 11-2pm 
Active Senior Center 
Susan Riddoch, 831-449-6315 
Focus on embellishments.

Monterey 
Friends of Fred 
Meets the 3rd Monday 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Regina Liske, 831-333-9302

mailto:frummll@aol.com
mailto:frummll@aol.com


Preview #___________________  Category Number if quilt is to be judged___________ 

*Junior under 16 does not need to be a member of the guild. 
Note: Although every protection is taken to safeguard your entry, MPQG does not provide property insurance. 
Please make sure your entry is covered under your homeowners insurance. 

 
2018 Entry Form 

MONTEREY PENINSULA QUILTERS GUILD QUILT SHOW 
April 13, 14, & 15, 2018 

Entry Requirements: 
x This entry must not have been displayed at a previous MPQG quilt show. 
x Please enter as soon as possible.  The deadline to return entry forms and pay judging fee is Feb 5, 2018.  
x Each entry form must be accompanied by a 4X6 photo of the quilt printed on glossy paper. 
x Mail the forms to:  Colleen Johnson, 1580 La Honda Ct, Seaside CA 93955 before the deadline or give them 

to Colleen at a quilt guild meeting on or before February 5, 2018. 
x  If you have questions about the forms, call Colleen at 831-999-0444. 
x  No more than 5 quilts per member can be entered in the show (plus UP T0 THREE  2017 MPQG challenge 

quilts) 
x  The Quilt Show Committee will send a letter of acceptance and instructions once all of the entries have been 

processed.   

Fill out a separate form for each entry.  

Member Name: ________________________________________________________*Junior under 16 ____ 

 Mailing Address: _____________________________________  City: _________________ Zip: _________ 

 Phone: (H) ______________ (W) ______________ Email: ____________________________ 

Title of Entry: 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Maker: ________________________________ Owner: _________________________________ 

Quilted by: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Design Source (be specific): ____________________________________Year Completed ______________  

Story (any comment of interest to visitors in 75 words or less). 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is this entry to be judged?                                                ___YES ____NO   If YES, complete Judging Form. 
Is this entry a 2017 MPQG Challenge Quilt?              ___YES ___NO    
Is this entry for sale?                                                        ___YES ___NO   If YES, enter sale price $ _________ 

Quilt Size (in inches):            Height ____________ Width __________ 
 
Signature___________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Preview # ________________       Category Number: _______________       Fee Paid: Cash / Check 

MPQG Judging Application 2018 
Name: ______________________________________ Signature __________________   Tel.____________ 
Title of Entry: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Information: Debbie Biller (831-655-8009) or email: mty_monk@yahoo.com 
Entry Requirements: 

• Each member may enter a total of 3 items to be judged including challenge quilts. 
• All entries must have been completed within the past three years. 
• Maker of entry must be a member of the MPQG as of Feb 1, 2018 
• Quilt entries must have 3 layers and be hand quilted or machine quilted or tied. 
• Entry must not have been displayed in a MPQG Quilt Show in the past. 
• A judging fee of $8.00 per quilt must accompany entry. 
• PLEASE NOTE: For your use in deciding which category to enter, Definitions for quilts that may be included 

in each category are listed on page 2 of the Judging Application. (This page does not need to be turned in.) 
•  

Please List Specific Design Source: 
 Original ___________________________________  Book/Pattern _______________________________   
 Class/Workshop ____________________________   Other _____________________________________ 
Please Check One Category Only: 
Traditional Quilts  * (see definition on page two) 
 Large Quilts – Total perimeter:  240 inches OR MORE 
 1.  _____ Hand-quilted, Traditional, Large 
 2.  _____ Machine-quilted, Traditional , Large 
 Small Quilts – Total perimeter: LESS THAN 240 inches 
 3._____ Hand-quilted, Traditional, Small 
      4._____ Machine-quilted, Traditional, Small 
“Top by One, Quilted by Another” (Note: name of quilter must be included on entry form) 
 5._____ “Top by One, Quilted by Another,” Large - Total perimeter: 240 inches OR MORE 
 6._____ “Top by One, Quilted by Another,” Small - Total Perimeter: LESS THAN 240 inches 
Special Quilt Techniques  * (see definition on page two) 
      7. Special Quilt Techniques, Large – Total perimeter: 160 inches or more 
      8. Special Quilt Techniques, Small – Total perimeter: LESS THAN 160 inches 
Group Quilts and Kit Quilts (all sizes)  * (see definition on page two)     
 9._____ Group Quilt/KitQuilt 
Modern Quilts   * (see definition on page two)                   
      10. ____ Modern Quilt, Large - Total perimeter 120 inches OR MORE 
      11. ____ Modern Quilt, Small - Total perimeter LESS THAN 120 inches 
Art Quilts  * (see definition on page two) 
 12._____ Art Quilt, Large – Total perimeter 120 inches OR MORE 
 13._____ Art Quilt, Small – Total perimeter LESS THAN 120 inches 
 
Ribbons: First, second, and third place and honorable mention MAY be awarded at the discretion of the judge;  
                 Best of Show – 1;  Judge’s Choice - 1 ribbon per judge;   Youth Awards - as appropriate 

 



Definitions for Quilt Judging Categories 

Traditional Quilts: Based on a traditional design, pieced and/or appliquéd; includes English 
paper piecing and foundation piecing (on paper or fabric) 

“Top by One, Quilted by Another”: The quilt top has been completed by one person, and the 
quilting was done by someone else 

Special Quilt Techniques: Includes construction methods such as fusing and digital printing, 
surface design techniques and embellishments such as thread painting, beading, crystals, em-
broidery, and painting, or a mixture of hand and machine quilting; 
includes tied quilts, as well as any quilt that does not obviously fit into any other category 

Group Quilts and Kit Quilts (all sizes): 

• A quilt with a top which has been completed by two or more persons 

• A quilt made by using, and perhaps altering somewhat, a kit which includes the pattern 
and pre-selected fabric, thereby collaborating with the author of the pattern and the 
maker of the kit  

Modern Quilts: Usually functional, simplistic and minimalist, often with bold colors and prints, 
high contrast, asymmetric design, improvisational piecing, expansive negative space and alter-
nate grid work 

Art Quilts: Completely original design meant to be hung as a work of art 

PLEASE NOTE: A quilt might seem to fit in several categories, but please choose the category you be-
lieve best fits your quilt. 

Note: This is an updated version of the category definitions and includes all updates provided 
in the article on page 7. 


