Pines & Needles

APRIL 2017

Newsletter of the Monterey Peninsula Quilters Guild
www.mpqg.org
General Meeting
Monday, April 3, 2017
6:15 PM Set-up & Social Time
7:00 PM Meeting
Pacific Grove Community Center
515 Junipero Avenue
(at 15th Street)
Pacific Grove, CA 93950
What to Bring
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Calendar to volunteer
Cash/Check for Awards Party
BOM
Mini quilts for quilt show raﬄe
Name tag
Community Quilts
UFOs
Library Books

MPQG Calendar
April 3, 2017
- General Meeting: Sujata Shah
Cultural Fusion Quilts
April 7, 8 & 9
Quilts by The Bay - Annual Quilt Show
May 1, 2017
- General Meeting: Rod Daniel
Picture this in Fabric
June 10-11, 2017
- Melinda Bula Workshop (see page 4)
June 12, 2017
- General Meeting: Melinda Bula
The Power and Secret of Color

Sujata Shah
Monday, April 3, 2017

Cultural Fusion Quilts
Sujata Shah, a graphic designer and textile artist, is originally from Mumbai, India.
In 2003, she found an instant connection
between the abstract utilitarian quilts of
Gee's bend and Godharis from India. Her
instinctive ability to work with colors and textures combined with
education in graphic design has helped her develop a unique style
as a designer.
She draws her inspirations from imperfections and irregularities of
free-spirited folk art and crafts from around the world. As a calligraphy major, she believes that each handmade craft has a stamp
of the maker. In 2014, she wrote the book, Cultural Fusion Quilts A Melting Pot of Piecing Traditions in which she introduced freeform blocks, an abstract interpretation of traditional quilt blocks.
Talking about the process of finishing quilts, she says, 'I find hand
stitching therapeutic and nourishing to the soul. Through my
quilts, I remain connected to my past, my culture and heritage.
The more that I hand stitch stories of my daily life get stitched into
my quilts. I rarely have a plan before the start of a quilt so designing a quilt is an evolving process. I believe as the quilt evolves, I
simply become the instrument in the making of that quilt.

Follow Us on Facebook

MPQG is on Facebook. Please “like” us!!! Link:
MPQG Facebook Page

August 7, 2017
Challenge Quilts DUE

Member Advertising Rates per Issue: $5.00 Business Card; $10.00
1/4 page; $18.50 1/2 page; and
$30.00 full page. Annual rates are
available. Advertisers should be
quilting-related businesses.

How to receive “News” updates on Facebook:
1. Type Monterey Peninsula Quilters Guild into the search field
2. Click on the Page Monterey Peninsula Quilters Guild
3. Click “Follow”
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President’s Message - April 2017

Spring Green

by Nora Deans, nora.deans@gmail.com, 831.760.9800

Everywhere I look during these calm moments between storms, I see vibrant shades of green
blanketing the coast in color. I’ve discovered that my quilt color choices change seasonally with
the light, yet another rationale for a burgeoning stash, don’t you think?
With spring also comes Pacific Grove’s Good Old Days and our annual quilt show, “Quilts by the
Bay,” April 7-9th. As the excitement grows, so do the lists of volunteers and tasks. This year we’re
hosting an Awards Party on Friday evening after our first full day of the show. If you haven’t yet
picked up your tickets, your last chance will be at our meeting on Monday, April 3rd, or reach out
to Linda Philips. We won’t be selling tickets at the door. And one lucky winner will take home
“Sunny Side Up,” our beautiful raﬄe quilt that’s drawn rave reviews from other guilds and quilters
at Empty Spools Seminars.
Have you seen the lovely small quilt exhibit at the Monterey Public Library promoting the art of
quilting and our quilt show? Thank you, Claudia Sammis, and Tina Magill! And we’re so grateful to
Maia Liddle for the handsome quilt show posters, and Kathrin Brown for the bookmarks. I’m seeing our posters all over town, are you? If not, Maia has more.
At our April Guild meeting, we’ll also be returning 25 quilts from the Pacific Grove Museum exhibit
to those who also entered them into our Guild’s quilt show. The rest will remain on exhibit through
April, and will be returned at our May 1st meeting. Thirty-eight quilts, including a few “alternates”
that will replace those leaving, will continue to delight Museum visitors and increase awareness of
this folk art and our Guild.
We’re excited to hear from Sujata Shah during our next program on Monday, April 3rd. Gwen
Marston gave us her name and we’re looking forward to seeing her beautiful work. Can’t wait.
See you soon!
Cheers,
Nora

Board Projects: April 2017
Meeting: Lecture
Quilt Show during Good Old Days, April 7-9
Choose the winning ticket for the Raﬄe Quilt
Take down Monterey Library display
Updates and announcements to communications
by the 13th of the month
• Board meeting on Tuesday, March 28, 2017
•
•
•
•
•

Board Minutes
The MPQG Secretary takes and prepares
the minutes from the monthly board
meetings. These minutes are posted on
the MPQG website in the members only
area. The latest approved minutes can be
found here:
www.mpqg.org/business/board/
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Quilt Show
Volunteers Needed for Quilt Show
by Dee Davis, quilterdee@gmail.com, 831-521-6506

Remember, our quilt show runs on members volunteering. We need all
hands on deck. Please bring your calendar to the April 3rd meeting to
sign up for an open shift or call Dee at 521-6506. Most openings are in
these areas:
Garage Sale - Fri, Sat & Sun
Hanging Quilts - Thur 1-4:30pm
White Glove - Fri, Sat & Sun
Raﬄe Quilt - Sat & Sun
Since we have added that third day, WE REALLY NEED all of your
hands and willing hearts. Besides, remember HOW MUCH FUN WE
HAVE!!!

Awards Party

by Linda Phillips, clphil1940@aol.com, 831-625-2981
The 2017 MPQG Quilt Show Awards Party will be held at
the Chautauqua Hall on Friday, April 7, from 6:00 PM to
8:00 PM. Members and guests are invited.
The $10.00 ticket price will include admission, champagne, other beverages and finger foods. The party will
provide a time for attendees to view all of the Quilt Show
entries at leisure and to celebrate those judged which
received awards. Tickets will be sold in advance at the
March and April Guild Meetings. Tickets will not be
sold at the door the day of the party.

Parade on April 8

Mini Quilts
Donna Foote could use a few
more mini quilts for the Mini Quilt
Raﬄe. Please bring to the guild
meeting on April 3rd or contact
Donna at: ddjfoote@aol.com or
530-277-2166.

Please join walking the parade with our banner and hopefully a quilt-wrapped Fiat (still looking for a
car) in the Good Old Days celebration. Bring your kids, husband, mom, dad, dog. Line-up starts at
9:15am at Pine and Elder above George Washington Park.
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Next Workshop
Melinda Bula: Hibiscus
June 10-11, 2017
In this workshop, the Hibiscus flower pattern will be used as
inspiration. Students need a supply list and color chart. Use the
color chart to select the fabrics for the class.
Registration Form on page 8
Kit fee $15.00
Optional: Hand dyed fabric kit ($70.00) will be available at the workshop.
If you have any questions, please contact:
Linda Garofalo, linda.garofalo27@yahoo.com, 415-444-6142

Membership News from your MPQG Show Designer
By Linda Branting, Lmbranting@aol.com, 650-703-0531

160 Quilts from 160 Members
(Yes, I am wearing two hats this month).
Long-time members: Are you quite sure you can easily recognize the work of your quilting pals? Prepare to be surprised at our Quilt Show! Hint: New directions coming!
And wait until you see the super work of some of our newest members! Catherine McGovern, Carol
Silveira, and Narda Smith have all entered quilts in our Guild Show -- what a great way for us to become better acquainted with the skills they bring to MPQG.
Plan now to attend our Friday night Awards Party. Invite your family and friends to meet your fellow
quilters as we gather to congratulate each other on our accomplishments and celebrate another
wonderful year of membership in our very special community.

Treat Yourself
It's so great to have Empty Spools Seminars in
our own backyard in Pacific Grove. The best
part is that it's here and it's now. You still have
time to catch a workshop in Session IV April
21 to 26, and Session V April 26 to May 1. To
learn more about the workshops shown here,
go to: www.emptyspoolsseminars.com. What
are you waiting for? It's time to treat
yourself to a very special experience!

5 Pines & Needles - April 2017

Thanks from Soberanes Fire Families
Dear MPQG Members: My 2 children are proud recipients of your quilt
donations to Palo Colorado kids post Soberanes fire support. I just
wanted to thank you personally for your thoughtfulness!!! LA
... and another …
Dear MPQG Members: I wanted to thank you for the most beautiful
quilt you made for my child; a gift to the children of Big Sur who were
aﬀected by the Soberanes Fire. We are one of the lucky families to not
have lost our home. Our daughter treasures her aqua colored quilt and
uses it every night. I am also personally touched by this gift as my aunt
was a quilter, as is my mom and dad. I appreciate the work and skill
that has gone into it. Love, BL
…. and more from our Facebook site:
We would love to thank you for all of the quilts you made for all of the
kids on palo Colorado rd. My kids love them. You are all a blessing. MH
Thank you so much for generously making beautiful quilts for the Soberanes Fire victims. You are wonderful! BL

All these photos were pulled from our Facebook site where a visitor posted these to thank us. So, make sure
you ‘follow’ / ‘like’ Monterey Peninsula Quilters Guild on Facebook to be first to know.

Thank You from the Christ Child Society
Just a note to you to share with the others at the Monterey Peninsula Quilters Guild. A heart-felt
thanks for your donation of five beautiful quilts to the Christ Child Society of Monterey Bay’s
“Shower of Love” event on December 3, 2016. The event was a great success and thanks to you,
and others who participated, we were able to pack 25 baby welcome kits (with the assistance of
Santa Catalina High School students) and deliver them to the Aspirantet Cherish Receiving Center
in mid-December. Aspirantet has already given 9 of 25 bundles (which contains a handmade quilt
or blanket, a hand knit cap, all manner of baby essentials and book) to infants in our area who were
born into foster care. The homemade quilts are one of the few items that will extend beyond the
first 6-9 months, and we are told they are especially important as a consistent crawl space for the
babies who move around a lot, through no fault of their own. So, thanks again, and I hope we can
work together in the future to make a positive impact in our community.
Anne Kelley, Founding member of the Christ Child Society of Monterey Bay, and past president of
NCCS.
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2017 MPQG Challenge: A Touch of Red
By Dru Hammond, druhammond@aol.com, 831-659-1507

This year, the Challenge Committee hopes all of our quilters (traditional, modern, art, and everyone
in between) will participate in our challenge. So ... we're leaving most of the choices up to you and
your imagination. We only have two criteria:
(1) size (18”x18”), and
(2) must include Kona brand RED (Kona 1480 Chinese Red by Robert Kaufman) on the front.
(3) due date August 1
Please let us know that you are planning to participate in our Touch of Red Challenge by emailing
or calling Linda Branting at lmbranting@aol.com or 650-703-0531. We will send email blasts from
time to time as reminders of due dates.
Additional Kona 1480 available at Back Porch Fabrics.

“Red is the ultimate cure for sadness"
— Bill Blass

Nature through the Eyes of Quilters
Extended
Due to the great success, the special exhibit of
MPQG quilts at the Pacific Grove Natural History Museum has been extended. The Show runs
now through the end of April. Daily 10 to 5 p.m.
Closed Mondays. 165 Forest Ave, Pacific Grove.
For information go to pgmuseum.org.

Have you been to the Monterey Library in the
past couple of weeks? It’s worth a trip. Claudia
Sammis and Tina Magill did a beautiful educational display of minis. Thanks to the Monterey
Public Library for hosting this display of MPQG
small quilts and fiber art, and helping to promote
our 2017 Quilts By the Bay. The Library is open
daily. For information, go to www.monterey.org/
library and 625 Pacific Street, Monterey. The
large display case is located just inside the front
door and will be there through April 22nd.

5327 Jacuzzi St., 3-C
Richmond, CA 94808

For Sale
Singer featherweight sewing machine in excellent condition including book for $400.
Contact Carol at 831-502-5548 in Pacific
Grove.
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Organize Your Book Chaos

by Claudia Sammis, especials@sbcglobal.net, 408-219-5758
Of course, I'm assuming that your bookcase is in the same disarray that mine had
slipped into over the years. Do you organize your books by ... alpha by author?
topic? alpha by Title? Or, just fling them onto a shelf and hope for the best? Over
the years, I had organized my quilting books by author but that didn't mean I could
ever find anything since I couldn't remember the author's name.
After a particularly frustrating hunt for books containing star blocks, I decided it
was time to find a computer database that would allow me to search for anything and
find it/them in a FLASH.

What to look for?

• user friendly, in color with a photo (as opposed to the old dbase appearance - anyone old enough
to remember dbase?);

• able to scan the ISBN number and have it automatically pull in the associated info to save typing it
in;

• user could set the search criteria; and
• available as a mobile app for the smart phone so that I can check to see if I already own a book

before I purchase a second one by mistake.
An online Google search plus a trip to the online App Store quickly turned up an assortment of
database possibilities when using the term "book inventory." The search provided several good options that were especially for books and worth exploring, plus a few bad ones that didn't warrant a
second look. I also read the consumer reviews for each to learn more from real world users. In all, I
purchased five apps before I found the winner: CLZ Books.. Other systems tried were Book Buddy+,
Bibliophilia, and LibraryThing. The fifth system locked up immediately (just as one of the reviews had
indicated) and, unfortunately, I deleted it before jotting down its name.

The Mechanics

First, using your Smart Phone, go to www.collectorz.com/book, purchase CLZ Books mobile
app for either Apple or Android for $14.99 or check out their free trial.
Prepare your books for scanning with your Smart Phone camera - Most books have a bar code on the
back. Unfortunately, many of the bar codes are covered with the fabric store's price label. If some
length of the bar code is visible, it will probably scan just fine. Otherwise, the price sticker can be removed with a straight razor blade. Purge Alert: No sense scanning a book that you'll never use again.
Start a box of books to take to the DYI Garage Sale at the Quilt Show.

Getting Started
•
•
•

Touch the "+" symbol to add a book.
Choose ISBN, or Manual. Follow the instructions.
Don't forget to SAVE.

Defining the Search Criteria

This is ACTUALLY fun because it gives you a chance to revisit your gorgeous quilting books
for a purpose. I did this over 26 evenings of mostly mindless television ... one evening for each letter
of the alphabet. The search categories that the ISBN number pulls in are too general (quilt, craft, etc.)
to be of any real use to a dedicated quilter. You can delete most of them and add your own. For instance: appliqué, star block, hexagon, art quilt, landscape, design, traditional, etc. Whatever search
words you choose, just make sure that you type them in the same each time.
Organize by Book Title: When reshelving, organize by alpha title simply because that font size is larger
and easier to find and read on the book spine than is the author's name.
Timeline - It took most of a day to scan an entire book case and that included label scrapping and
hand entry of those books without an ISBN number. Plus 26 evenings to enter the search criteria.
Now that you can find all your books, you will be so re-inspired in a big way. Remember how excited
you were when you first bought that book and your plans to try new things? Now's your chance to
finally give it a try.
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Block of the Month: March 2017
*Quarter Log Cabin - Feeling The Blues*
How about a 1/4 Log Cabin in blues with a touch of color this
month? These are not precise instructions but rather explaining the
method - a great use for your blue strip scraps. Pull out a bit of
white fabric, strips of blue, and a strip of blue with some color.
Looking forward to seeing the design wall at the April meeting with
these blocks as they can be arranged in so many diﬀerent ways.
FABRICS NEEDED
White fabric: Use one square any size from 2”x2” to 3”x3”
Blue fabrics:
• Use light, medium and dark blue fabrics (as Mac said at the
February meeting, value is more important than fabric). You
need 5 to 7 strips of blues in width from 1” to 2 1/2” and length
starting to fit around two sides of the white square to 23”.
• One of these strips should be blue with some color to it.
INSTRUCTIONS:
• Layout the white square and all the strips in the order they will be sewn. Remember to alternate
the value for each log.
• Start sewing a strip to the square. Press seam. Trim end of the strip (I
used the full length strips and trimmed them down). Then use the same
4
fabric and sew it on the adjoining side. Press. Trim if needed.
• Continue in this way (alternating values), sewing two strips of blue on
2
each of these sides, building your quarter log cabin. Press after each
5
seam and trim as needed. Make sure to sew the next colored log first
3
onto the same side, and the second onto the second side. (see numbers
to the right to show sewing sequence).
1
• Remember to add one strip that has blue background with some color
for that extra punch.
• Continue until your square is just over 11” x11” so that you can trim it to
an exact 11”x11” or bring it oversized.
Admire.

Remember, we appreciate DIFFERENT blocks. So if you make multiple blocks, please use differs sewing,
& design studio; where
Monterey's sewing,
crafton
& design
studio;
where
ent fabrics. This BOM is Monterey'
dueinspiration
at
theandcraft
guild
the
BOM
creativitymeeting
are set free. on April 3, 2017. More
inspirationinfo
and creativity
are set
free. on our
web site at www.mpqg.org/activities/block_of_the_month/
CLASSES, WORKSHOPS, & SPECIAL EVENTS
CLASSES, WORKSHOPS, & SPECIAL EVENTS
------------------------------------ -----------------------------------BELLA LOFASO BRANCATO

BELLA LOFASO BRANCATO

140 West Franklin St., Suite 205, Monterey, CA 93940
www.bellastudiomonterey.com,
bella@bellastudiomonterey.com, 831.920.2272

140 West Franklin St., Suite 205, Monterey, CA 93940
www.bellastudiomonterey.com,
bella@bellastudiomonterey.com, 831.920.2272

Monterey's sewing, craft & design studio; where
inspiration and creativity are set free.

Monterey's sewing, craft & design studio; where
inspiration and creativity are set free.

CLASSES, WORKSHOPS, & SPECIAL EVENTS
CLASSES, WORKSHOPS, & SPECIAL EVENTS
------------------------------------ -----------------------------------BELLA LOFASO BRANCATO

BELLA LOFASO BRANCATO

140 West Franklin St., Suite 205, Monterey, CA 93940
www.bellastudiomonterey.com,
bella@bellastudiomonterey.com, 831.920.2272

140 West Franklin St., Suite 205, Monterey, CA 93940
www.bellastudiomonterey.com,
bella@bellastudiomonterey.com, 831.920.2272
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Monterey Peninsula Quilters Guild

Members

Workshop Reservation
❏ Sat & Sun June 10 & 11

Melinda Bula

Non-Members*

Hibiscus Flower

150

170

Bowl Art

150

170

75

85

Registration opens April 3, 2017 for Hilde Morin
❏ Sat & Sun August 5 & 6

Hilde Morin

Registration opens June 12, 2017 for Mel Beach
❏ Sunday

October 1

Mel Beach

Walking Foot
Wow

Name
Address
Telephone
email
✂

✂

✂

✂

✂

✂

✂

✂

✂ cut here ✂

✂

✂

✂

✂

✂ ✂

✂
For your
records:

❏ Sat & Sun, June 10 & 11, Melinda Bula, Hibiscus Flower
Registration Opens April 3, 2017 for Hilde Morin
❏Sat & Sun, August 5 & 6, Hilde Morin, Bowl Art
Registration Opens June 12, 2017 for Mel Beach
❏Sunday, October 1, Mel Beach, Walking Foot Wow

Send to:

Make check payable to MPQG. Send to: Linda Garofalo, 7063 Valley Greens Cir.,
Carmel CA 93923

Questions?

Linda Garofalo, linda.garofalo27@yahoo.com, 415-444-6142

Time:

Doors open at 9:30 a.m. Workshop is 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Note:

Reservations are secured when payment is received.
• For cancellation notice given at least 90 days prior to the workshop, full refund
will be given.
• For cancellation notice given 90-31 days prior to the workshop, a 50% refund will
be given UNLESS a replacement can be found or waiting list exists
• For cancellation notice given 30 days or fewer AND a replacement cannot be
found, the Workshop registration fee is forfeited.

Supply List: Available at general meetings, on website at www.mpqg.org, or contact Linda Garofalo, 415-444-6142.
Location

Health and Fitness Room at the Sally Griffin Center, 700 Jewell Avenue, Pacific
Grove, CA 93950.

Food:

Plan on bringing your lunch, snacks, and beverages.

* Non-Member registration is accepted 30 days prior to the workshop.
** Kit fee may be paid directly to the instructor.
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Calendar, Road Trips, and Local Events
March 22, April 25, & April 30, 2017
Empty Spools Seminars Open House
On the fourth day of each Empty Spools session at Asilomar, the workrooms are open to guests to
go through and see what the students have been working on, 4pm - 6pm. Asilomar Conference
Grounds. 800 Asilomar, Pacific Grove. www.emptyspoolsseminars.com
April 1 & 2, 2017
Santa Clara Valley Quilt Association Quilt Show
The Heart and Art of Quilts. Featuring Mel Beach and Susan Bianchi. Santa Clara Convention Center.
5001 Great America Parkway, Santa Clara. Adults $12. For detail, go to www.scvqa.org.
Now to April 15, 2017
Art Quilts in Pleasanton
Innovative Art Quilts from California and Nevada, presented by Artists in the Studio Art Quilt Assocation (SAQA). This is a show of 21 stunning art quilts and 5 exceptional fiber sculptures. Harrington
Art Gallery, 444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton, CA. www.firehousearts.org
Now to April 16, 2017
Four exhibits of Contemporary Woven Art
1. American Tapestry Biennial. 2. Cerebral Touch: Lia Cook 1980-Now. 3. Line Dufour: Fate Destiny
and Self Determination. 4. Embedded Pattern: Three Approaches - Deborah Corsine, Alex Friedman,
Michael Rohde. San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles. 520 S. First Street, San Jose, CA.
www.sjquiltmuseum.org
April 1 to May 3, 2017
Color Explosion by Cara Gulati at Bay Quilts, 5327 Jacuzzi Street, Suite 3-C, Richmond, CA. Reception: Sunday, April 2, 1-4pm. Bay Quilts, 5327 Jacuzzi Street, Suite 3-C, Richmond. See website
for hours sfbayquilts.com, 510-558-0218.
April 3 - June 27, 2017
a common thread - a collection of quilts by Gwen Marston
Always a hit with visitors, Gwen’s latest work is featured in the Gallery at Back Porch Fabrics.
157 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, 831-375-4453. www.backporchfabrics.com
April 22 & 23, 2017
Colors of the Vineyard
Amador Valley Quilters presents Quilted Treasures XVII. Special guest lectures by Alex Alexander on Sunday only. Robert Livermore Community Center, 4444 East Ave. Livermore, CA. Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4.
www.amadorvalleyquilters.org
May 6-7, 2017
Expressions from the Heart
Flying Needles Quilters Guild 2017 Quilt Show. Yolo County Fairgrounds,
1250 E. Gum Avenue, Woodland, CA. Saturday: 10-5, Sunday, 10-3.
www.flyingneedlesyolo.org

Monterey Peninsula Quilters Guild
PO Box 1025
Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Next General Meeting: Monday, April 3, 2017
Location

Meetings are usually held the first Monday of the month

Pacific Grove Community Center, 515 Junipero Ave. (at
15th), Pacific Grove, CA 93950

at 7:00 PM. Many members arrive at 6:30 PM for an informal
social time. Please check the front page for any schedule
or location change.

Membership New members are welcome any

Guests are always welcome and are asked to pay a

time! Dues are $50.00 to be paid annually by the September general meeting.

$5.00 fee to attend the evening program. Please stop at the
membership table.

Pines & Needles Newsletter

This newsletter is published monthly for the benefit of our members. It is available online at www.mpqg.org. Articles are due
on the 10th of the prior month.
Please send items to the editor via email at kbkreativ@gmail.com.
Pines & Needles newsletter editor Kathrin Brown reserves the right to edit all submissions for content, length, or otherwise
for publication.
Member Advertising Rates per Issue: $5.00 Business Card; $10.00 1/4 page; $18.50 1/2 page; and $30.00 full page. Annual
rates are available. Advertisers should be quilting-related businesses.

Privacy Policy

Any contact information provided in this newsletter - whether phone number, email, address or otherwise is for the convenience and use of MPQG members, our advertisers and sponsors, and sharing newsletter guilds only. The information may
not be sold or used for advertising, spam, commercial or other purposes without the written approval of the MPQG Board.

