Block of the Month: June 2017
* Churn Dash*
This month we will make a traditional block that teaches good information
and techniques: The Churn Dash. It is fun to fussy cut and show case a
special fabric in the center. Thus, pull out your flower fabrics and use it for
the center and use warm colors: red-orange, orange, gold, caramel,
coral, or peach around it.
Materials Needed
Center
One 3-1/2” square of a dark or light value flower print or fabric with any
insect that might be on a flower
Churn Dash: a medium tone warm print or solid (see color options above)
Two 4” squares
One 14” x 2”strip
Background: ivory, pale cream or any pale warm color
Two 4” squares
One 14” x 2” strip
Instructions
1. Sew together the two 14” strips lengthwise. Press.
2. Cut that strip set into four 3-1/2” x 3-1/2” squares.
3. Draw a diagonal line on the backs of the two background squares.
4. Place the background and churn dash squares right sides together.
5. Sew 1/4” lines on each side of the drawn diagonal line; then cut on the diagonal line to form four halfsquare triangle (HST) blocks. Trim the HSTs to a perfect 3-1/2” square.
6. Layout the nine units and sew together in rows. Press seams around center block toward the center so
that it will be more prominent visually. Other seams press toward the dark.
Your finished block should be 9-1/2” square.
Tips and Techniques:
This block is quick and easy because it utilizes "smart" cutting and sewing techniques such as:
*Sewing the two longer strips together and cutting them into units.
*Cutting and sewing squares to make half-square triangles
History:
The Churn Dash is a very old 9-Patch quilt block pattern, originating between 1800 and 1849. Its name is
a result of the resemblance of the triangle and rectangle perimeter of the block to a butter churn and the
center square to the stick (or “dash”) of the butter churn.
For more information, go to Churn Dash Quilt Block - Quilting in America at:
www.quilting-in-america.com/churn-dash.html
Remember, we appreciate DIFFERENT blocks. So if you make multiple blocks, please use
different fabrics. This BOM is due at the guild meeting on June 12, 2017. More info on the BOM on
our web site at www.mpqg.org/activities/block_of_the_month/

