Block of the Month: February 2017
*Hearts on Fire*
On Valentine’s Day, you’ll be happy to wrap up in this very contemporary quilt to celebrate some love…. even if
it is “from you to you.” If you’re the winner, these blocks will be easy to put together as you’ll also receive the
sashing pieces.
FABRICS NEEDED
Palest lavender - Background: Two strips 1½ inches wide x width of fabric (total 80 inches, or so). Texture Reads as lavender.
Red/Orange/Pink or combo - Heart: Two strips 1½ inches wide x width of fabric (total 80 inches, or so).
Solid-like, batiks, small prints, or mushy prints work well. Avoid stripes and plaids (unless you’re willing to line
them up).
CUTTING - From the strips above, cut the following:
Background: Lavender

Heart: Red/Orange/
Pink or combo

(A) Two 9.5” x 1.5”
(B) Two 7.5” x 1.5”
(C) Two 5.5” x 1.5”
(D) Three 3.5 x 1.5
(E) Four 2.5” x 1.5”
(F) Eight 1.5” x 1.5”

(G)&(H) Three 9.5” x 1.5”
(I) Two 3.5” x 1.5”
(J) Two 2.5” x 1.5”
(K) Six 1.5” x 1.5”

PRESS: All seams are pressed to the dark side. Finished rows are pressed open.
INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Sashing: Sew piece (F) to (H) along the short sides. Repeat. Set aside along with (G) 9.5” x 1.5”. These
three strips will be not be sewn to anything.
2. Layout the remaining pieces as shown above. If necessary, fine tune the heart pieces so that printed
fabrics will make sense visually when sewn together.
3. SEW along short side of pieces. Starting with Row 2, sew (D) 3.5 x 1.5 to (K)1.5” x 1.5” to (D) 3.5 x 1.5.
Row 3 Sew (E) 2.5” x 1.5” to (K)1.5” x 1.5” to (F) 1.5” x 1.5” (not 9 as shown) to (K)1.5” x 1.5” to (E) 2.5” x
1.5”. Row 4 Sew (F) 1.5” x 1.5” to (K)1.5” x 1.5” to (D) 3.5 x 1.5. (K)1.5” x 1.5” to (F) 1.5” x 1.5”.
4. Center area - Rows 5 and 6 sew (C) 5.5” x 1.5” to (C) 5.5” x 1.5” along the long side. Row 7 Sew (E) 2.5” x
1.5” to (K)1.5” x 1.5” to (E) 2.5” x 1.5”.
5. Row 8 Sew (F) 1.5” x 1.5” to (J) 2.5” x 1.5” to (F) 1.5” x 1.5” to (J) 2.5” x 1.5” to (F) 1.5” x 1.5”.
6. Press all pieced rows to the dark side and return to correct places in pattern layout.
7. Row 5/6 to Row 7. Press. Sew the two (I) 3.5” x 1.5” to either end. Press.
8. Give the rows one last check to make certain nothing is out of order. Sew all rows together in pairs,
pressing as you go. Sew (A) 9.5” x 1.5” to either side. Press
Make one 9.5” block and three sashing strips. Admire your pixelated Hearts on Fire. P.S.
the younger people in your life will be amazed that you know about the concept of
pixelation.
Tip: Perfect Corners In this pattern, each row’s seams are pressed in opposite directions
so that when they are sewn they will nestle into each other for a perfect fit. How to
guarantee it? Pinning. Fit the seams together, then open them slightly to make sure they
are aligned, then pin using a thin pin. When sewing, leave the pin in place until the machine
needle pierces the seam allowance.

Remember, we appreciate DIFFERENT blocks. So if you make multiple blocks, please use
different fabrics. This BOM is due at the guild meeting on February 5, 2017. More info on the BOM
on our web site at www.mpqg.org/activities/block_of_the_month/

