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I was born in Madison Wisconsin.  My father was a professor of economics at the university and 

my mother was a Japanese woman he befriended and romanced during the occupation of Japan 

following WWII.  The navy had taught him Japanese so he could interrogate prisoners of 

war.  He fell in love with all things Japan and made many trips there throughout his life. My 

mother was working as a waitress in an occupation hotel having survived the firebombing of 

Yokohama that took her home but left her with a resiliency I found remarkable. 
 
I grew up moving from state to city following my father’s academic odyssey; Madison to East 

Lansing MI, to St Paul MN, to Pittsburg PA, to Kobe Japan, to Palo Alto CA, to Tokyo Japan, to 

Durham NC.  I went to 3 high schools in 3 years, a girl’s prep school in Pittsburg, the American 

School in Japan in Tokyo, and a public high school in Durham.  It was quite an academic jumble, 

but I did learn some coping skills along the way. 
 
I got my Bachelors in Chemistry from New College in Sarasota FL and Masters and PhD from 

Johns Hopkins University in Organic Chemistry.  Also studying Organic Chemistry was Pam 

Zurer which makes us fast friends for over 45 years.  About the same time Pam introduced me to 

her sister-in-law, Diana.  I made my career as a professor of Chemistry at Anne Arundel 

Community College where I taught all levels of chemistry from High school equivalent through 

Organic and Biochemistry. 
 
My quilting biography begins in Blacksburg, VA in 1985.  I was married to an assistant 

professor of engineering who was never home and had a small boy who took glorious 3 hour 

naps every day.  With a group of newcomers interested in quilting I found a teacher, Grace 

Karnes, who taught us all the basics of cutting with templates, sewing ¼” seams, piecing, 

applique, and hand quilting.  We were her disciples in what sounds like the Japanese system now 

that I think about it.  At Anne Arundel Community College I met other professors interested in 

quilting and a new group to share my hobby. 
 
I quilt mostly big things because I love the process of it.  I favor geometric patterns in blues and 

greys or other cold colors.  I have strayed into other things and the occasional applique, and 

many of my quilts have an Asian flair to them.  I have a Gammill Longarm with a 14 ft table in 

my living room and a husband (no longer an assistant professor) who thinks living rooms are 

overrated.  Since I retired from teaching in 2015 my goal has been to do more of what I want to 

do with the people I enjoy and less of everything else.   
 
Which brings me to Needle Chasers.  It gives me a built-in way to see Pam and Diana at least 1 

or 2 times a month and a whole group of new friends who share my interests.   To say the last 

year has been stressful does not do it justice.  But Needle Chasers has kept us connected, given 

us lectures via zoom, classes, and even projects to make at home.  It has been a lifeline and I feel 

fortunate to be a part of it. 
  
 


