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I’m from the Bronx, NY. I came to Washington, DC in the spring of 1968 with my 
husband. Jim and I (married in 1963) had been Peace Corps Volunteers doing 
community development work in southern Thailand. After our two years of 
service, we came to Washington for Jim to work in the government. He got a job 
with the War on Poverty, working for the regional office of the Office of Economic 
Opportunity (OEO), doing community development in Eastern Kentucky. I got a 
job in the Embassy of Thailand, working for the office that supported Thai 
students in America. (Coming home in the spring of 1968 involved more culture 
shock than living in the jungles of Thailand! But that’s a story for another time.) 

Jim and I had met in college, at Hobart and William Smith Colleges in Geneva, NY.  
I had no career path.  I was a double major in American History and Political 
Science. But there was no career guidance for women in those days.  If you 
planned to work, the expectation was that you would be a teacher, a social 
worker or a nurse. I didn’t really know what I wanted to do.  After college I 
worked in the Cornell University Library, supporting us while Jim got a Master’s 
degree. This was when you didn’t need a degree in Library Science to catalog 
books.  In DC, I stopped working at the Embassy two weeks before I had my first 
child in 1970 and then stayed home until my third son began kindergarten in 
1983.  Those three sons - Jonathan, Michael and Seth – are certainly the family 
milestones to be noted.  Another family milestone was when my 85-year-old 
mother moved here from NYC; one of my sisters also lived here. Having my 
mother nearby until she died at the age of 100 was wonderful. 

While I stayed at home, I was an active volunteer. Does anyone remember the 
Women’s Equity Action League? I was involved in local politics and in the DC 
public schools my children attended. When I went back to work, I worked part-
time for a local real estate company, managing rental properties and eventually 
doing sales. Because of my community activities and involvement in my children’s 
schools (e.g. PTA President at Lafayette Elementary School and Wilson High 
School), in 1990 I got a job with the Ward 3 Representative to the DC Board of 
Education.  Following that position, I worked for 5 years in the Central 
Administration of the District of Columbia Public Schools in curriculum and 
instruction.  I left DCPS in 1999 to become the Deputy Director of The Early 
Childhood Leadership Institute, a non-profit affiliated with the University of the 
District of Columbia (UDC). That agency did professional development and 



training of early childhood educators. The director had been my boss at DCPS; a 
dynamic, now retired Deputy Superintendent.  I retired in 2007.   

I have been active in my synagogue in DC as well as a lay rabbi and cantor for a 
small community in Highland Mills, NY where I organize and conduct High Holiday 
services. I am also quite involved in the world of Yiddish.  

The other passion of my life is Italy, where for each of the past 27 years (pre 2020) 
my husband and I have spent at least a month, traveling and enjoying the history, 
art, scenery, food and people. My husband has an Italian trip planning business. 

I started quilting in 1976 when I was pregnant with my third child. Ellie 
Sienkiewicz was also a Lafayette mom. She taught quilting in her home. When I 
took her class, everything was done by hand; it was before the advent of rotary 
cutters.  I loved it and have been quilting ever since. I didn’t quilt as much while I 
was raising my children and working but really got back into it again when I 
retired and my first grandchild was born.  I initially because enamored with quilts 
back when I traveled to Appalachia with my husband in his work for OEO. I’m still 
interested mostly in traditional hand piecing and quilting but I am also intrigued 
by contemporary/modern and art quilts.  I’d like to master my sewing machine, 
the one I bought from Donna Radner quite a few years ago, to expand what I’m 
able to do.   

I love our guild with its many talented and diverse members. I’ve learned so much 
in the years I’ve been a member. It’s truly been an honor to serve as the president 
of NeedleChasers of Chevy Chase. 


