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I was born in Greensburg, PA, but I grew up in Schenectady, NY from the age of 1. When I was 
10 years old, I spent a week with an aunt in NJ who happened to be working on a pre-printed 
cross-stitched quilt top. I was so fascinated with the process that upon graduating from Case 
Western Reserve Univ. in 1970, I bought one for myself.   
 
I had majored in biology and accepted my first job as a research assistant (RA) in developmental 
biology for one of my professors who was on faculty at the University of Oregon. After 2 years 
in Eugene, OR, where I won a ribbon at the county fair for that very first quilt having spent 1 
year cross-stitching it and then another year hand quilting it, I was drawn back to the East 
Coast.  
 
After a short stint at Boston Univ. Medical School, I accepted a job for a surgical resident at the 
Peter Brent Brigham Hospital/Harvard Medical School. Two years later I followed my professor 
to the National Cancer Institute when he became Chief of Surgery.  
 
I retired in 2013 having spent 40 years as his RA and lab manager where we continued cancer 
research in immunotherapy. A couple of months before I retired, he was nominated for a Nobel 
Prize in that area. Throughout the years, quilting has been my predominant hobby even though 
I took other art & craft classes. 
 
After making four cross-stitched/hand quilted bed quilts, I joined my first quilt guild in 1981. I 
loved Show & Tell and the camaraderie of new quilt friends. My mini-quilt group has been 
together since 1995. We have been Zooming every week since May 2020. Before the Omicron 
surge we were back to in-person meetings and monthly lunches, but we will continue to Zoom 
weekly since we found this to be very needed during these trying times.  
 
I belong to 3 quilt guilds (Friendship Star, Nimble Fingers and NeedleChasers) and 2 art guilds 
(Art league of Germantown and Potomac Fiber Arts). Even after 50+ years, I love learning new 
techniques and look forward to many more years of this fabulous hobby. 
 


