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I am a true Washingtonian. My twin sister and I were born at the old Sibley hospital which was located on North
Capitol Street.  My mother had finished student teaching (hiding her pregnancy) and my father his doctorate at
the University of Minnesota.  A job as a research biochemist with the US Department of Agriculture in
Beltsville, Maryland brought my parents to the DC area.   They loved Washington DC for the next 60 some
years, its rich architecture, access to museums, galleries and music.

I grew up in Silver Spring and graduated from Springbrook High School. Synchronized swimming, tennis and
the violin were my interests.  I went off to Indiana University (Bloomington) graduating with a degree in French
and a minor in Library Science.  I came home summers to lifeguard where fortuitously I met my husband of
almost 49 years, Cliff.  After a long distance relationship, his graduation from Coast Guard OCS and my
graduation, we married in 1973.

We started our exciting 37 years as a military family in Seattle, Washington.  I went back to school for a
Masters in Library Science and worked in a law firm library. In 1976, we transferred to Cincinnati, Ohio.  I was
a research librarian for Cincinnati Milacron, a machine tool manufacturer.  My challenge was to bring
computerized literature searching (new technology) to a group of skeptical engineers and chemists - the
beginning of my sales career!  For fun, I took classes at Stretch & Sew and my love for a Bernina 930 began.
Eighteen days after my due date, our first daughter Claire was born. The wait gave me time to make a down
comforter, crib bumper, crib skirt and baby quilt.

Our next move, to Washington DC, brought us home.  Our daughter Hannah and son Erik were born at the old
Walter Reed. We had the rare benefit of living near all four grandparents.  I took a break from work and
became involved with a quilt group which included Jeanne Benson and Lois Smith.  I finally bought a demo
Bernina 930, which I still own, and dabbled quilt making.

The benefit of being able to fly Military Space-A (available) gave our family the opportunity to travel to Europe
on spring breaks.  We did that 13 times, introducing our children to the world. Although we moved back and
forth from DC to Norfolk, we had an eight year stint in DC which provided stability for our children’s education
and for me to start a new career as a School Library Media Specialist in Montgomery County. Planning and
opening James Hubert  Blake’s High School media center with a million dollar budget was challenging and
rewarding.  However, the best gig I have had is being “Grammie” to my seven grandchildren.  I love that they
are interested in fiber arts and want to learn to stitch, knit and make small quilts.  And I have many more quilts
to make!

I like to think my grandfather’s service as a tailor in the Russian Czar’s Army in the early 1900’s provided me
with my interest in sewing.  The expertly crafted yellow terry robe he made me is one of my first memories of
something well made.  I love that my aunt taught me to knit when I was eight and that knitting is almost a daily
habit.  My mother had no interest in sewing but provided me with her mother’s Singer sewing machine.  My
father was a prolific artist, capturing the sights of Washington, Baltimore, Annapolis, Cape May and New York
in almost 1000 paintings.  I know his use of color has influenced me.



That first quilting class in a small shop in Ballard, WA was the beginning.  Mostly self taught, it is only since I
retired that I have been taking classes and workshops.  This fall I will take my third (Zoom) class “Something to
Say” with Patricia Belyea of Okan Arts.  I love being the architect of my own designs, drafting  patterns on
freezer paper. My next mission is to hone my free motion quilting skills in workshops with Paula Kovarik.

Ironically the pandemic has had the most positive influence on my interest in textile arts. In May of 2020 at the
encouragement of my younger sister, I took the first of many classes and workshops with Julie Booth, learning
hand embroidery/stitching. It is meditative and has offered a new way for me to communicate family memories
or interpret nature.  Every Friday afternoon I stitch with a group of women from all parts of the country (zoom).
We share ideas, techniques and read books related to textile arts. Workshops through TextileArtist.org via
Zoom have also provided me with many techniques to add to my love of fiber art.

The work of my fellow Needle Chasers is inspiring.  Each month I learn something new, whether from a lecture,
workshop, sit and sew or show and tell.  This group has a wealth of talent, intellect, knowledge and generosity.
The variety of artistry this group brings to fiber arts and willingness to share ideas and creativity are great
attributes of our guild.


