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I was born in Flint, Michigan. MY family moved to West Palm Beach Florida when I was 
5. I lived there until 1998 when I moved to Atlanta. I moved to DC to be near my 
youngest daughter and her family.  
 

I went to Palm Beach High School and then to Palm Beach State College, majoring in 
Fine Arts. I was a stay-at-home mom, then a legal secretary. At home again after the birth 
of my 3rd daughter I started a needlepoint company, designing and painting needlepoint 
canvas for sale to shops throughout the country. In 1980 I started making quilts. In 1986 
I became editor of QUILT magazine, editing about a dozen magazines a year in addition 
to QUILT. Titles included Big Block Quilts, Miniature Quilt Ideas, Quilt Almanac, 
Country Quilts and Applique Quilts. 
 

Marriage, giving birth to 3 daughters, moving to Atlanta to help with grandchildren and 
then to DC. My significant achievement as a mother was to see all 3 daughters graduate 
from college and then start their own families. 
 

When I was four years old my mother taught me to sew. I remember making a little doll 
garment that I sewed to my own skirt and it had to be ripped out. At age ten I had 
become proficient enough at sewing that I was making my own clothes. I started quilting 
in my twenties when I made a quilt for my first baby. 
 

My strongest area of interest is designing rulers for strip piecing many traditional quilt 
blocks. The rulers are manufactured by Creative Grids®. I have also written 12 quilting 
books published by Landauer Publishing and I am just finishing a new book, Roll With 
the Classics to be published by Fox Chapel Publishing. It is my 4th book using jelly rolls, 
and shows how to make almost any traditional block using 2-1/2" strips. Scrap quilts are 
my favorite and sewing with strips means I don't need a big fabric stash sew scrap quilts. 
 

I feel strong in many areas of quilting, but my dream is to become an art quilter. So far I 
have made hundreds of traditional quilts but only 5 art quilts. 
 

The best aspect of a quilt guild is the show and tell to see the variety of creativity of the 
members and the programs that provide inspiration for new ideas and techniques. 
 


