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I am a second generation Washingtonian (my Dad was born at home on North Hampton Street), 

my twins are third generation.  They might be unique, but that they came in twos!  Although my 

first nine years were spent on a diary farm in Howard County, I have lived most of my life just 

south of Chevy Chase Circle.  I proceeded through Murch, Deal, and Wilson, mostly on an 

academic track, but taking my fair share of Home Ec classes along the way.  College was at 

Madison College (now James Madison University) where I took a degree in biology.  After 

graduation, my career at HEW (now HHS) began.  I  took care of many animals used to make 

life better for us all, until moving into the lab at the Cancer Institute, then NIMH (yes there were 

rats).  When opportunity knocked, I entered an HEW Management Intern program and got to 

see many facets of the Department, including a stint in the Chicago regional office.  Opportunity 

knocking again, I took a law degree at Catholic University at the ripe old age of 40!  All of these 

experiences have served me well.   

My sewing began at my mother’s knee and Singer.  Early on, this included a full set of clothing 

for my sister’s Barbie, and clothing for me.  Later, with great tutoring from Home Ec teachers 

and a course or two at G Street, I launched into evening clothes, bridesmaids’ dresses, a suit 

with Hong Kong tailoring for my husband, and a set of red velvet dress outfits for the twins’ first 

Christmas photo.   Discovering that kids’ clothes were cheaper to buy than sew, I pretty much 

hung up the clothes sewing until my daughter’s wedding dress. 

Knitting, crochet, even macramé, anything to do with thread or yarn took up my “free time.”  But 

nothing quite captured me until I took a sampler class with Lois Smith in 1992.  I was hooked!  

My first introduction to a quilt show was AQS in Paducah.  Being a complete newbie, I didn’t 

know that we shouldn’t stay at a fishing camp 40 miles away! 

Although I enjoy almost all aspects of quilting, I tend to piecing, particularly foundation piecing, 

and keep away from appliqué unless absolutely necessary.  My quilts range from traditional to 

original design, but haven’t strayed into “modern.” 

Belonging to a quilt guild especially the ones in this area, populated with great people and 

excellent quilters, continues to encourage me to excel (or finish) projects.  Quilt shows are a 

great way for procrastinators (or people easily distracted by the next great project) to finish their 

UFOs or WIPs.  Oh yes, there’s that nomenclature, too. 

 

 

 


