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Born in Scotland during the second world war I grew up the eldest of 3 children in an industrial 

town on the seashore. After getting my teaching degree I taught elementary school for 2 years 

before moving to Montreal to teach. In 1964 I married an American and relocated to Long Island 

where my husband and I raised 2 boys in Stony Brook a small village on the North Shore. 

Returning to school several years later I received 2 Masters Degrees and continued my 

professional career as the Middle School Library Media Specialist in Westhampton Beach.  

In the early 90s when I retired we built a house on the water in Virginia’s Eastern Shore. It was 

to be our forever house but ill health forced us away from the shore and my eventual 

widowhood. We had a wonderful life with fishing from our boat, kayaking and the beach. Golf 

was a new skill learned in retirement. I moved to Leisure World in 2016 as both my sons and 

their families are in the area.  

My mum taught me to knit, do embroidery and sew on her mother’s Singer treadle machine. 

Rationing was away of life till the midfifties in Scotland and my mum sewed clothes for herself 

me and later my sister.  I remember her turning the collars on my dad’s shirts. As a young 

woman I made my own clothes, even swim suits and you may remember knitted pants for 

husbands. 

 I only knew a few people in my church who made quilts. Retiring and moving to the rural south 

all at once was a mistake and I was miserable. Luckily my former minister’s wife took me in 

hand and Colley had me involved in lots of activities and I took my first quilting class. Since 

then I have tried paper piecing, quilting with rulers , applique, and lots of free motion classes . 

Some I have enjoyed others never again. I must confess, I’m a bit of a gadget freak my favorites 

being my Accuquilt cutting system, the clapper as well as different feet for my sewing machine. 

Having made a big dent in my stash quilting for others during the pandemic I am looking for to 

trying some new techniques and taking a class or two. Creating small wall hangings are actually 

just as much fun as large quilts.   

The closing of our only quilt shop on the shore let to a few of us forming a small guild. Making 

Quilts of Valour for local vets was one of the tasks we shared. We didn’t have speakers but 

would teach one another what we knew. Now I really enjoy this guild with its variety of 

programs, ideas gleaned from show and tell and having a source to give quilts to others.  Our 

recent architectural college professor who talked about quilts and architecture led to a 

conversation with my oldest granddaughter the art student . So what I find of interest in our guild 

is often something I can share with non quilters. 


