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I was born in Cleveland, Ohio.  My family moved to Bethesda when I was in third grade so my father 

could work in the newly formed NASA.  I’ve spent my whole life here except for the years I was away at 

school.  Growing up, I expected to be a dancer, but that didn’t work out, and I became a wife and mother 

instead.  My husband and I were introduced by a mutual friend of our parents, the classic blind date.  

Don’t know what possessed George to call me, or what made me accept, but we went out, and were 

married six weeks later.  That was the only way we  could have a honeymoon before he began his third 

year of medical school, when there would be no more time off until he graduated.  I’ve said that we were 

young and stupid.  We’ve turned out to be old and lucky.   

I like to say that I have needlework in my genes.  My grandfather was a tailor in the garment industry in 

New York, and was an early member of the International Ladies’ Garment Workers Union.  My 

grandmother was an amazing knitter, who could see a sweater in a store or on someone, and go home and 

make it.  I learned to knit and sew as a child, and made a lot of my clothes.  As a young wife and mother I 

begam to do needlepoint, including making the rug that is currently on our living room floor, and 

upholstery for furniture.  Also along the way I did some crewel embroidery and beading, and a lot of 

sewing for the house.  However, when I began to make quilts, all the other needle arts fell by the wayside.   

I began by doing patchwork, but as I read quilting books and looked at pictures of antique quilts it was 

always the Baltimore album quilts that I really admired.  I had never thought about trying to do applique 

until I came across one of Elie Sienkiewicz’s books in a second hand book store.  The lessons and 

illustrations in the book gave me the courage to try my hand at it.  The rest, as they say, is history.  I feel 

that I’ve really found my niche.   

I’m more or less self taught.   I’ve never taken a formal quilting class, but in the early years I was a 

faithful viewer of Alex Anderson’s tv show.  I learned so much from all the quilters she had on the show.  

The versatility and creativity of all her guests were inspirational even if they used techniques that I wasn’t 

interested in.  I feel the same way about Needlechasers.  The exposure to so many different techniques 

and ideas affects my work even if only subconsciously.  An enormous influence on my quilting has been 

the mini group I meet with every Thursday.  I wouldn’t make the quilts I make if not for these women.  

They have become my best friends.   

My quilts have come from many different design sources – some quilt related, and others not.  I like to 

think that they are all very different from each other.  I hope my quilts can only be identified as mine by 

reading the labels.  I enjoy the tactile aspect of hand work.  There’s something about the fibers and 

needles in my fingers that I find very pleasing.  I use the traditional needle turn applique technique – 

freezer paper on top that serves as a template, and is removed prior to stitching.  I do my own hand 

quilting.   

To me, what makes quilting different from the other needle arts I’ve done is the communal aspect of it.  

When I was knitting or doing needlepoint, the only time I had any interaction with others was when I 

went to the shop to buy something.  Otherwise, I was at home by myself doing the work.  Since I began to 

quilt, I’ve met so many warm, generous, supportive, creative people who share a love of what we do.  



 

Some of my best friends are quilters who I wouldn’t have known otherwise.  I feel very fortunate to have 

found something I love to do, with people who share that love. 


